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This sad pile of corpses may spell the end for Suharto 


IT IS only hours since they died, but 
already the six young men in the mor- 
tuary of the Sura her Warns Hospi- 
tal have shed the look of the living. 
Hendriawan, the economics stu- 
dent, has a necklace of dried blood 
around his neck. 

Hen Heiyanto, of the engineer- 
ing faculty, has half-open eyes and pal- 
lid. glassy sldn. A weeping young 
woman touches his cheek and springs 
back with a ciy at how cold he is. They 
lie side by side in a strip-lit room 
where the mosquitoes bus, four 
more reasons - if more were need- 
ed - for believing this is the be ginning 
of the end of President Suharto. 


Richard Lloyd Parry witnesses a brutal confrontation between police and students in which six people died 


A year ago the Indonesian leader 
was one of the most respected lead- 
ers in Asia, a man who unifi ed the 
world's fourth-Iargest nation and 
oversaw three decades of steady 
growth. Since last summer the Asian 
economic crisis has destroyed Pres- 
ident Suharto's economic achieve- 
ments and this year's student 
protests, c ulminating in last night's 
bloodshed, have completely under- 
mined his claims to legitimacy. 

Yesterday afternoon. 5,000 stu- 
dents from Tnsakti University, Jakar- 


ta, were demonstrating - noisily but 
peacefully - for his overthrow. Such 
protests have become commonplace 
in Indonesia this year, and this one 
began as they all do - with’ speech- 
es and slogans and songs. It ended 
with a charge by police who beat up 
those they could catch, and chased 
others inside their campus where they 
were picked off with rubber and live 
bullets. Apart from the six con- 
firmed dead, more than 60 people 
were injured in an incident which will 
escalate drastically the nationwide 


campaign of protest against President 
Suharto. 

The violence of the police re- 
sponse was especially incompre- 
hensible given the good-naturedness 
of the demonstration. It began in the 
morning in the campus of the private 
university, base for 29,000 of Jakar- 
ta's wealthiest and most fashionable 
students. It was one of the biggest 
demonstrations in the capital in two 
years and around noon it moved out 
of the campus and into the street. 

The aim was to march to the of- 


fice of the mayor of Jakarta and pre- 
sent a petition. But a line of police 
blocked the path. Reinforcements 
soon arrived, including British-made 
Thctica armoured cars, and the traf- 
fic was blocked along a six-lane 
road. Bm the atmosphere was ■•aim 
and light-hearted - students passed 
roses to the troops and pushed them 
into their gun barrels. At 130pm 
there was an intense shower of trop- 
ical rain, and the crowd thinned out 
"The chief of police praised them for 
conducting such a peaceful demon- 


stration,” said Professor Adi And- 
joyo, dean of the university law fac- 
ulty, after visiting the mortuary last 
night “They didn't throw stones. 
There was no provocation. It is very 
cruel and it makes me so angry." 

- By the late afternoon, the police 
and remaining students were back- 
ing away from one another. Then, 
just as everyone appeared about to 
pack up and go home, a plain clothes 
policeman got into a scuffle with a 
group of students. The poBce ran for- 
ward, shouldering their rifles and 


br andis hing their dubs. They 
charged the crowd, kicking and 
beating those they could catch, fir- 
ing first blanks, then small-calibre 
rubber-coated rounds. 

The students fled back on to their 
campus and it is here that the worst 
atrocities appear to have taken 
place, as students were hunted down 
by pursuing police and snipers on a 
nearby overpass. “Some were shot 
in the head, some in the back, some 
in the chest,' 1 said Professor Andjoyo. 
“I saw blood in the grounds of the 
campus. This proves that they were 
shooting inside." Many students 
were unaccounted for last night. 


Anger as 
Europe 
votes to 
‘sell-off’ 
genes 


By Katherine Butler 
and Chari es Arthur 


European Parliament yes- 
■ approved new legislation 
lets biotechnology com- 
; claim exclusive rights to 
ram er rial use of genes - 
[lag human ones, 
iponents of the new mea- 
ly that it wiD effectively al- 
impanies to “patent life”, 
am that it will lead to an 
lion in healthcare costs, 
ey daim private compa- 
hich have patented tests 
turally-cKcuriing gene se- 
es - such as genes linked 
breast cancer - could 
- huge royalties from med- 
seaichers or companies 
g diagnostic kits, 
nt and animal breeders 
[so have to pay royalties 
patent owners, as the di- 
: covers all life forms that 
e genetic modifications. 

[ in last- minute conces- 
von from ministers, the 
ensured that the Europe- 
rgisladon outlaws dotting 
aienting of human em- 
therapies that would 
lit genetic changes to a 
i's descendants, and pre- 
senting where modifi- 
er senetic make-up 
cause suffering without 
substantial’ benefit to 
r animal, such as an an- 
:netically engineered to 

p cancer. . . 
i£S companies insisted 

iTnt protection for their 

■, essential lo allow them 

iup research and devel- 

't hosts -which can nm 

as of millions of pounds 

?r unsuccessful drugs - 


and that the new Directive On 
The Patenting Of Biotechno- 
logical Inventions will speed up 
the search for cures for cancer 
and genetic diseases such as cys- 
tic fibrosis and muscular dys- 
trophy by creating uniformity in 
patent rules across Europe. 

“After 10 years of debate 
Europe can look forward to in- 
creased investment and renewed 

hope for patients,” said a 
spokesman for the European 
Federatiao erf Fhanuaceutical In- 
dustries and Associations. 

“It sends a strong signal that 
encourages Europe’s pharma- 
ceutical industry to invest even 
more in biotechnology.” 

But others are less opti- 
mistic. Patricia McKenna, a 
Green MEP, said: “In years to 
come, when a multinational 
will own our genes and when ge- 
netic resources are being plun- 
dered from the TTiird World we 
will lookback on this disastrous 
day and apologise to our chil- 
dren and grandchildren. ” 

Hiltnid Breyer, a German 
ecologist parliamentarian, com- 
mented: “The Euro Parliament 
has made an irresponsible de- 
cision, it has given carte blanche 
to the commercialisation of the 
human body.” 

Tie key to the argument is 
whether companies can now 
simply patent a gene - that is, 
a unique sequence of DNA 
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Film-industry insiders getting down to business at an early-morning meeting in Cannes yesterday on the eve of the 51 st festival Grit and g Utx, page 3 Photograph: Brian Harris 


Cook: My officials are in the clear 


In brief 


By Anthony Bevins 

FbTrtical Editor 


'tion. That has been the case in 
the United States since the 
1980s. But in Europe, the rules 
varied widely. An earlier form 
of the Directive was thrown out 
by the Kuliament in 1995. 

Denial of rights, page 7 
Leading article, page 18 


ROBIN Cook yesterday pre-empted 
part of the Customs and Excise investi- 
gation into the Sierra Leone arms affair 
by clearing his officials of any part in a 
plot to breach the UN arms embargo. 

Showing all the fire for which he 
made his name in the House, the For- 
eign Secretary declared the innocence 
of Foreign Office staff, accused the 
Sandline mercenary group of lying in a 
bid to dear its name, and repudiated 
allegations that he was a shirker who did 
not read his Red Box papers. 

At the end of an hour’s cross- 
examination, he told Michael Howard, die 


opposition spokesman, that he felt sor- 
ry for him: “Every radio broadcast today 
has promised that there’s going to be an 
hour on the rack for me here. I have to 
say it has been quite a pleasant interiude.” 

A day of Government Egbtback be- 
gan with the Prime Minister’s official 
spokesman disclosing that Tejan Kabbah, 
the president of Sierra Leone, had sent 
Tbny Blair an unsolicited testimonial, in- 
sisting he had received no military back- 
ing from British Government sources in 
restoring democracy to his country. 

He also joined the Whitehall cam- 
paign against Sandline, saying the com- . 
parly’s “role in the removal of the 
illegal regime and the return of my gov- 
ernment has been exaggerated. I assure 


you most emphatically that at no lime 
did my government utilise mercenaries 
provided by Sandline. In fact, arrange- 
ments of third parties, of which I was 
aware, enabled Sandline to make a sin- 
gle delivery of light weapons for use by 
our Civil Defence Units only after the 
removal of the illegal regime and the 
liberation of Freetown...” 

Later, replying to an emergency 
Commons question from Mr Howard, 
who said the entire affair was fast de- 
generating into a “shambles”, with the 
Foreign Office “wholly out of ministe- 
rial control”, Mr Cook said he was con- 
strained by the Customs investigation. 

But he gave notice that he would no 

longer stand by while w3d allegations were 


laid against defenceless officials. “I will 
say to the House that in all the papers on 
this affair, I have found no evidence that 
officials in the Africa Department were 
involved in any kind of conspiracy with 
Sandline, or gave any prior approval to 
a breach of the arms embargo. 

“The investigation which 1 have or- 
dered will establish the truth. But, in the 
meantime, I have more faith in my 
officials than 2 have in Sandline.” 

Mr Cook said the first document he 
received about any breach of the arms 
embargo or a shipment of arms was on 
28 April, when he saw the letter from 
Sandline’s lawyers. 

Who is Tony Buckingham? page 3 
FO rebuked , page 10 


Hoddle tells Gazza he can smoke through the World Cup 





By Glenn Moore 

Football Correspondent 

PAUL GASCOIGNE, the foot- 
baller whose health and fitness 
have been a constant source of 
concern for England managers, 
was last night given permission 
to smnlfe his way through this 
s ummer ’s World Cup. 

Until yesterday, Gascoigne’s 
habit, now believed to be up to 
20-a-day, had not attracted the 
attention of those other vices 
which earned him notoriety in 


the past such as wife-beating 
and excessive drinking. 

Yesterday, however. Glenn 
Hoddle, the England coach, 
confirmed Gascoigne’s nico- 
tine habit. He said it was a pri- 
vate matter and that malting 
Gascoigne give up for the tour- 
nament might have an adverse 
effect 

The response brought an 
angry reaction from anti- 
smoking groups. Smoking may 
help Gascoigne’s battle to keep 
his weight down but few habits 


could be as harmful to his 
long-term fitness. 

Gascoigne bas long been in- 
dulged as a special talent but 
Hoddle suggested he may be 
losing patience when he said 
this week: “He is not out of the 
woods yet” 

Clive Bates, the group di- 
rector of the anti -smoking or- 
ganisation Ash, criticised 
Gascoigne. “Gascoigne has ba- 
sically given the green light to 
kids who'll say ‘If Gazza 
smokes, it's all right for me?” 


Gascoigne is following a 
long tradition of outstanding 
footballers who smoked, most 
of them in the days before the 
extent of its dangers was known. 
Of England’s 1966 World Cup- 
winners, Bobby Moore, Jack 
and Bobby Chariton and Nob- 
by Stiles ail liked a puff, while 
Ray Wilson smoked a pipe. 

Smokers* Xfc Felix (Brazil), Moor* 
(England), J Chariton (England), Wil- 
son (England), R Chariton (England), 

Socrates (Brazil)’ Ardflas (Argentina), 
Gerson (Brazil). Cruyff (Holland), 
Law (Scotland), Gnob (France). 


Roddick quits 

ANITA RODDICK, who 
opened the fist branch of the 
Body Shop 22 years ago, blaz- 
ing the trail for ethical entre- 
preneurs, is stepping down as 
chief executive. Page 5 

Drug denial 

REDUCING punishments 
for using cannabis in prison 
was not a signal that the Gov- 
ernment condoned the use of 
soft drugs, George Howarth, 
the drugs minister, said yes- 
terday. Page 8 

Profit lesson 

A US firm which runs schools 
for profit is discussing taking 
over failing schools with the 
Government Edison Project 
leaders also held exploratory 
talks with Education Depart- 
ment officials about how a 
profit-making company might 
run schools which will aim to 
raise standards in poor areas. 

Page 11 
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Recycled paper made up 
41 A% of the raw material for 
UK newspapers In the 
first half of 1997. 


CHANCELLOR Gordon 
Brown arrived in Belfast yes- 
terday with a £U5m investment 
package aimed both at reviving 
the local economy and at en- 
couraging a Yes vote in the 
Good Friday refcreqdums. 

His appearance was regard- 
ed as an exceptional rarity, 
since he is the first Chancellor 
to visit Northern Ireland for 18 
years and because other minis- 
terial visits are not generally 
marked by the distribution of 
such largess. 

Mr Brown’s package con- 
sisted of a £150m investment 
fund, a £65m employment and 
skills fund and a £100m enter- 
prise fund. He said what was 
needed was the encouragement 
of small and medium-size enter- 
prises and the attraction of in- 
ward investment 

The Chancellor said that 
Northern Ireland needed eco- 
nomic and political stability, im- 
provements to its physical 
infrastr u ct u re and direct help 
for business investment 

Of the new spending, he 
said: “It is not conditional. 
What I would say is we will pro- 
vide the money but the money, 
of course, will be of belter use 
if there is stability. People un- 
derstand they are voting in this 
referendum for greater stabil- 
ity through peace.” 

Tony Blair is due back in 
Belfast later this week for an- 
other visit aimed at boosting the 
Yes vote. The Government is 
dearly aware that while 
Catholics are overwhelmingly in 
favour of the Good Friday 
agreement Protestant opinion 
seems split down the middle. 

Campaigners for a No vote 
warned voters not to be taken 
in by ministers bearing gifts, with 
UK Unionist leader Robert 
McCartney describing the 


Brown package as “a bribe and 
a! bung”. 

But the leader of the No 
campaign, the Rev Ian Paisley, 
yesterday drew back from an 
opportunity for a BBC televi- 
sion debate on (he agreement 
with Ulster Unionist leader 
David Trimble. Mr Paisley said 
it was not in the interests of the 
No campaign to give Mr Trim- 
ble a platform, suggesting in- 
stead that they debate in 
Belfast’s Ulster Hafl. 

This was seen as an unchar- 
acteristic change of tack for Mr 
Paisley, who down through the 
years has flung out many pub- 
lic Hfthafing challenges to op- 
ponents. Mr Trimble said: ‘‘Why 

is he not prepared to have a de- 
bate - because he knows his 
arguments aren’t up to it- This 
is not a matter of standing on 
a platform and guidering 
[shouting] at a crowd. This 
would be a sensible serious de- 
bate in a studio.” 

In west Belfast the security 
forces defused -a landmine left 
on the White rock Road by the 
Irish National Liberation Army. 
The device contained 401b of 
homemade explosives. 

This was seen as an ominous 
development in that while the 
INLA has carried out many 
shooting attacks it has not 
shown the capacity for many 
years to cany out bombings. 
The incident may therefore 
represent a significant increase 
in the threat posed by the or- 
ganisation. 

Meanwhile, following Mr 
Brown's announcement the 
Government is considering a 
second package to provide 
financial assistance to members 
of the RUC and Royal Irish 
Regiment following any redu#; 
tion in security levels. Tmkis 
seen as a move to soothe ‘the 
anxieties of security force.mem- 
■ baS"who“belfcve^en: jobs may 
’be at risk. 



Broadway hit 

brings HIV to 
the West End 


FIRST NIGHT 

Rent, Shaftesbury Theatre, London 


niavinc to standing-room- 

pcjVT the smash-bit Broadway taken US$1 

SB which ha, a=h£|ed oh£K ^ ^ 
mythological status, arnv«*m 'America andthe ^taa 

Son hast night amid la pvb- ° sold for USSlm 

The Question on ngnis 


London * rights wen 

lirity frenzy. The <£*** . (£613,000). 


everyone’s lips was wneu--- ' It has won every concmv^o 

contemporary ro< avaid in New^k.^d*' 


contempui-uj . ' . v _j. 
monster success in New YoA 
could be repeated across the 
Atlantic. 

The story of hope, dreams 

and love among artists m East 
__ f'ifv. set 


avnuu * — , T-, , 

Pulitzer Pnze 
Bloomingdales, the New York 
department store, has evenm- 

j^ced a line of Renuto*«. 


and tore among artists in East 75 and 

Village, New York Oty, sei ^ ^eamSoers sleep out for 

against a mulb-racml back- ^^ t . prU | tickets for the 
ground of poverty and HIV ^ ^ of the stafls, 

fection, has become a gale two horns be-. 


. Dii , 

among young Americans. But 

will young Britons embrace its 
wonderfully optimistic energy as 
wholeheartedly? 

The British au pair Louise 


noni iwu - . 

which go on sale two hours be-. 

fore the show. These tickets go 

for $20 (£1250) a seat 
pared to the standard stalls, 
price of $75, or £47) on a~Jot- 
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etfly remvenl^g the musical 


positive Roger, has no way of 
knowing: it is his first visit to 
London. 

But his New York co-star, 
Anthony Rapp, who joined two 
other members of the original 
cast and 11 British newcomers 
at the Shaftsbuiy Theatre last 
night, admitted to some trepi- 
dation. “My big fear ” he said, 
“is that we’re going to get some 
backlash.” 

Rent started life as a collab- 


for a new generation. 

The New York Tones con- 
gratulated Rent for “giving hope 
to the future of the American 
musical". Rolling Stone maga- 
zine shouted: “It reinvents 
Broadway.” 

Sadly, Larson never lived to 
witness the sensation: he tfied of 
an aortic aneurysm, aged 35, 
hours after the final dress 
rehearsal. 

The poignancy of his dea th 


Rem started life as a collab- me poignancy *» 
oration between Jonathan Lar- resounds m the i show’s isong^ 
son and a New York playwright, The mantra of the 
Billy Aronson. Itwas Aronson’s finale - is 
idea to rework Puccini’s 1896 . today”; another son&“S«^ 
opera about the Latin Quarter of Uwe”, is about 
ofParis, La Boh&ne. ue a life when you have only a 

Together they decided to year left to live, 
update the disease rife among Rapp, who is cast as the nar- 

thelate 19 th-century bohemians rator and Roger’s flatmate, 
from tuberculosis to Aids. Lar- Mark, said: “People have raid 
son felt it was time for a new to me afterwards^tbat it has 


Can the Broadway hit Rent repeat its success here? Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


Hair, the surprise hit of 1967, 
which also came from Rent's 
spiritual home, Manhattan's 
Lower East Side. 

Rent has been sold out bn 
Broadway for two years and is 


changed their life.” 

It- remains to. be seen 
whether the Brits will-buy- it 


Clare Earner 
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Mendiestor 20.59 to 05 .il 

NeKttfls 2104 to 0501 


: Sun & moon 

= Sai rises 05.12 
: Sun sets: 2043 
: Moon rises: 2226 
: Moonsets 0645 
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TRYING to find out more 
about all the extreme weath- 
er we’ve been haring recent- 
ly, I chanced upon one a site 
on the IntemeL that gave me 
all the information I could 
have wished for, and plenty ■ 
more besides. If you call up 
www.Torro.org.uk you will 
reach the home page of the 
Tornado and Storm Research 
Organisation, and if you are 
not then waylaid by fascinat- 
ing stuff about tornadoes, 
hurricanes and ball li ghtning, 
you will find a fasc inating 
table of weather extremes in 
the UK. 


You will discover that 
Seathwaite.in Cumbria, had 
6.78 indies of rain on 8 May 
1884- a record for the month 
unless you believe the 7.60 
indies approximate figure at 
TA^shaw Dean Lodge in West 
Yorkshire on 19 May 1989. 

The lists of hottest and 
coldest days for every month, 
from 1875 to 1990 raise some 
interesting questions regard- 
ing global warming. If you 
look at the dates of all these 
records, you will see that the 
wannest days are not. as 
might have been expected, all ~ 
clustered in recent years. The 
wannest February days were 
mainly in the 1890s; the 
warmest May days weTe in 
1922 and 1944; the highest 
September figures were in 
1906 and 1911. 

Days of extreme cold are 
also just as likely to have oc- 
curred in the 1970s as in the 
1890s. Global wa rming , 
whether It is due to green- 
house gases or our slow emer- 
gence from the Little Ice Age 
of the 17th century, may be 
raising the average tempera- 
ture, but the extremes seems 
to have been affected very lit- 
tle in the past centuiy. 
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Arms to Africa crisis: At the heart of the Sierra Leone affair is a fabulously wealthy former commando who controls a highly secretive network of companies 

Who is Tony Buckingham? And why 
does everyone want to talk to him? 

By Fran Abrams, _ j. . _. . ^ — — : ~ . 

*** Tony Bodd^ iamyadrongatCewei “ : ~ ■""" ‘ * ‘ \ — ^ , I l 

« — iw i, ■ i Cook makes a meal 

of Tory ‘hoo-haa’ 


By Fran Abrams, 

Andrew Buncombe, Steve 
Boggan and Marie Studce 

SIPPING ruin and Cokes on 
board his £l.5m Admiral's Cup 
yacht Easy Oars. Tony Buck- 
ingham displays none of the 
Machiavellian traits that have 
brought him fantastic wealth. 

With his easygoing nature 
and ready smile, the former 
Special Boat Squadron officer 
fits in well with the Cowes set 
and the racing fraternity. Delve 
deeper, however, and a differ- 
ent picture emerges - a picture 
of a man who can summon a 
small private army with little 
more than a few phone calk 
And a man prepared to use that 
army to raise fabulous wealth. 

Through his secretive net- 
work of companies, controlled 
with iron discipline, Mr Buck- 
ingham, 46, is emerging as a 
central figure in the Sierra 
Leone arms-to- Africa affair. 

For the past 10 years. Mr 
Buckingham and his companies 
have been linked to a series of 
mercenary military operations 
launched on behalf of govern- 
ments in power or exDe and 
multinationals, in return for 
cash. He has always denied re- 
ports that some payments have 
been in the form of min eral 
concessions. 

To unravel his complex web. 
it is necessary to go hack to 1 9S9 
when be set up the South 
African and British “military 
consultancy” Executive Out- 
comes (EO) - essentially a 
highly professional unit of mer- 
cenaries comprising mainly 
South African commandos. 

The first job for EO, which 
was also nm by Eeben Barlow, 
a former member of the South 
African special forces, was to 
protect oD companies in Angola 
threatened by the civil war. 

The company that employed 
EO in Angola was Ranger Oil. 
which reportedly has links to the 
Buckingham-controlled Her- 
itage Oil and Gas, the compa- 
ny that. has made him a 
multi-millionaire. 

Heritage Oil and Gas, cou- * 
pled with his other companies. 
Diamond Works and Branch 
Energy, share offices at 535 
King's Road, Chelsea, with San- 
dline International, the compa- 
ny which shipped arms and 
personnel to Sierra Leone for 
the counter coup which re- 
stored the elected president 
Ahmed Tfejan Kabbah in March. 

EO’s success in Angola 
earned it a contract from the Lu- 
anda government to provide 
men, training and weapons in the 
battle against Unita rebels. It was 
a contract worth a reported 
$40m (£2 5m), said to be made 
up partly of offshore oil rights: 

Buoyed by its experiences in 
Angola, EO began looking for 
similar contracts elsewhere in 


Africa, it settled on diamond 
and mineral-rich Sierra Leone 
where, in 1994, a growing re- 
bellion - led by the Revolu- 
tionary United Front - had 
threatened to bring down the 
government of Valentine 
Strasser. 

In May 1995, the Strasser 
government announced that 
EO had been asked to organise 
the training of the army. The an- 
nouncement was made by Ru- 
pert Bowen, at the time a British 
diplomat but now employed by 
a Buckingham-controlled com- 
pany. Four months later, that 
company - Branch Energy -bad 
taken over a diamond mine in 
rate of the areas being fought 
over. EO was reportedly re- 
warded with mineral and 
diamond concessions. 

The name of Tony B ucking , 
ham surfaced again following a 
failed military operation in 
Papua New Guinea at the be- 
ginning of 1997. In scenes that 
attracted the attention of the 
world, a team of mercenaries led 
by the former British army of- 
ficer Lt-Col Tim Spicer was 
thrown out of the country after 
a £22J>m contract to capture a 
copper mine from rebels on the 
island of Bougainville went 
wrong. The mercenaries, hired 
by the Papua New Guinea gov- 
ernment to take the mine, were 
from S andlin e International. 

A commission of inquiry 
set up by a fresh Papua New 
Guinea administration exam- 
ined the role of Sandline. Giv- 
ing evidence, Lt-Col Spicer 
admitted Sandline and EO 
were “closely linked”. At one 
stage, be said Tbny Buckingham 
was Sandline's chairman, 
though he later retracted this 
when questioned by journalists. 

However, the inquiry con- 
cluded that Mr Buckingham, a 
second man, Michael G run- 
berg, and to a lesser extent 
Lt-Col Spicer, were the “con- 
trollers” of Sandline Interna- 
tional. Mr Grunberg is also a 
director of Diamond Works 
and, until April this year, a di- 
rector of Plaza 107, the compa- 
ny which runs 535 King's Road. 

Lt-Col Spicer, who ran the 
latest Siena Leone operation, 
publicly denies that Sandline 
and Executive Outcomes are 
formally linked, but be and 
Mr Buckingham have said they 
are dose friends who have 
passed work' to each other. 

In a rare interview, Mr Buck- 
ingham once said: “It is a fact 
that I did introduce Executive 
Outcomes into African countries 
that needed help. These were 
elected governments, they’ve 
always been invited in by them, 
and they’ve never acted against 
HMG’s interests.” 

Born in November 1951; 
Mr Bu ckingham has homes in 
Eaton Square, Belgravia* Al- 
resford in Hampshire, and ' 





Guernsey. He was unavailable 
for comment yesterday. 

Last year, when the Foreign 
Office organised a conference 
entitled “Restoring Democracy 
to Sierra Leone” two men from 
one of his companies were in at- 
tendance- the former diplomat 
Rupert Bowen - now a senior 
representative of Brandi Ener- 
gy - and Robert Brown. 

Representing the Govern- 
ment was Tbny Lloyd, the For- 
eign Office minister, who says 
he knew nothing of the plan to 
involve mercenaries. Mostly, 
talk at the conference was strict- 
ly of democratic restoration of 
Mr Kabbah’s government On 
the sidelines, however, the 
realpodrik favoured military in- 
tervention. One delegate said: 


joan of Arc portrait found 


By John Lichfield 


A PORTRAIT of a blonde 
teenage girl with striking blue 
eyes uncovered in a chapel in 
eastern France may be the only 
surviving likeness of Joan of 
Arc, the French peasant girl 
who led her nation to victory 
against the hated English 500 
years ago. 

The portrait was uncovered 
on the wall -of a chapel in 
Domremy, in eastern France, 
Joan's birthplace. 


Experts engaged by the 
French culture ministry are 
trying to establish whether the 
picture is a portrait of the 
young woman painted while sbg 
was still alive. 

It was in Domremy that 
•Joan - properly speaking 
Jeanne d'Arc — claimed to 
have heard the voice of God 
urging her to rally her country- 
men against the English 
invader. 

According to local tradi- 
tion, she often prayed in the 
chapel where the picture was 


found. It shows a young woman 
in characteristic peasant head- 
ware, kneeling besides a saint, 
Thiebaut de Provins. 

The local bishop asserted 
last week that the picture was 
definitely Jeanne. 

It was discovered when 
workmen restoring the church 
removed a layer of lime- 
wash spread on the walls 
during an outbreak of the 
bubonic plague in the 16th 
centiny. ■ 

The painting has been def- 
initely dated to the early 15th 


century, when Jeanne was alive. 
After inspiring a successful 
campaig n against the English, 
she was betrayed by French 
enemies to the invaders, 
who burned her at the stake 
as a witch in 1431, at the age of 
19. 

Jeanne r emains one of the 
great heroines of French his- 
tory; her reputation has even 
survived energetic efforts by the 
far-right National Front to turn 
her into a symbol of ultra- 
nationalist resistance against 
foreigners. 
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Brits do their gritty bit at glitzy Cannes 



By David Lister 

Arts News Editor _ 

ON THE beachfront, in the 
blaring sun, Emm a Thompson 
was giving interviews, her 
American publicist resolutely 
keeping the troublesome 
British press at bay. Acra® 
the Croiseue, at Planet Holly- 
wood, the security men were 
practising their scowls as they 

prepared for John Travolta s 

party l 3 ter this week. 

And in the Palais des Festi- 
vals a warning was posted m toe 

entrance hah for those not fa- 
miliar with the world’s most 
glamorous film festival “We re- 
mind you that the tuxedo, black 



Industry players in Cannes prepare for the festival 


tie and city shoes are compul- 
sory for Red Carpet events.” 

The Cannes Film Festival 
opens today in all its stylish in- 
dulgence. But climbing the red- 
carpeted steps to the Grand 
Th&tre Lumiere with or with- 


out his dty shoes in a couple of 
days’ time will be the British di- 
rector Ken Loach, a cam- 
paigner for Arthur ScargilFs 
Socialist Party-. His film My 
Nome Is Joe is the only aii- 
British movie competing for the 


Palme tfOr. The film, shot in 
Glasgow withan all-Glaswegian 
cast, telling of an unemployed 
Glaswegian alcoholic who falls 
in love with a soda! worker, 
spearheads a move by the city 
to challenge the hype and glam- 
our of Cannes with a film about 
true Brit grit The Glasgow 
Film Office will also be selling 
at the film market in Cannes 
The Add House, a 51m based on 
short stories by Irvine Welsh, 
the author of Trainspotting. 

But the talk of the opening 
day today will be Thompson and 
Travolta playing First Lady and 
President in Primary Ctriors, the 
opening Am, which is based 
none too loosely on toe Cfintons. 
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•The issue erf restoring Kabbah 
to power by force was obvious- 
ly sensitive. It was not something 
talked about openly, rather it 
was something whispered round 
the edges.” 

By then, however, Lt-Col 
Spicer and toe men from Sand- 
line were well advanced in their 
plans to provide military assis- 
tance to the deposed presi- 
dent. They went ahead with 
their mission in a manner that 
would have made Mr Bucking- 
ham proud. As he said last 
year, before the counter-coup: 
“Most people, including the 
UN, would agree they have 
been extremely useful It’s not 
just a wild-arsed group of indi- 
viduals that go on the rampage 
looking for thrills and spflk" 



Diamond Worts 

(Mnhggnrop) 


Bought Brand 

Bwgy. Jti» 1996 


ROBIN COOK has always 
been consistent in the past If 
something has gone wrong, 
you always know that some- 
body else will be to blame. It 
might be his officials at the 
{foreign Office. It could be a 
ministerial sidekick. Or, if 
worst comes to worst, there’s 
always the media. 

On this occasion, it 
seemed as though toe Foreign 
Secretary might be in real 
trouble. Despite all attempts' 
to blame the usual suspects, 
toe muddy waters have con- 
tinued to lap higher. 

But Mr Cook was in luck 
at yesterday’s emergency 
questions. Whatever cock- 
ups or conspiracies he or toe 
Government may or may not 
have been involved with 
(“mustn’t prejudice the out- 
come of toe inquiry” is a 
very useful phrase), it was 
dear that anything Labour 
had done wrong, toe Ibries 
had gone one worse. If toe 
baying Ibries were hoping for 
some fearful symmetry that 
would let them retrospec- 
tively off toe book regarding 
toe arms- to- Iraq affair, they 
were to be disappointed. 

Admittedly, the yes-people 
on the Labour side - includ- 
ing one little group that point- 
ed fingers in swaying unison 
across toe chamber from left 
to right, like a particularly naff 
clutch of disco dancers - 
were unimpressive. Better 
value were notorious trou- 
blemakers such as De nnis 
Skinner, who embarrassingly 
blamed Foreign Office offi- 
cials for what had gone 
wrong. Mr Cook looked 
miffed by toe mischievous 
dredging up of last week’s 


COMMONS 

SKETCH 

“blame toe mandarins” me- 
dia spin, quite out of k3ter 
with this week’s official praise. 
Mr Cook insisted, with cloy- 
ing sincerity, that he had 
“never detected” any resis- 
tance or conspiracies against 
him inside the {foreign Office. 

Meanwhile, Michael How- 
ard - who as shadow Foreign 
Secretary was entrusted with 
toe unenviable task of mak- 
ing rhetorical min cemeat of 
Mr Cook - did his level best 
to pin his opponent down. 

He noted toe strange turn- 
around by which last week's 
“very serious allegations” had 
suddenly metamorphosed 
into mere “hoo-ha”. He even 
argued that Mr Cook had 
made “a complete mockery of 
any pretensions he may have 
to an ethical foreign policy”. 

Unfortunately, this led Mr 
Howard into an uncomfortable 
cul-de-sac, where Tory politi- 
cians venture at their peril. By 
comparison to supplying aims 
to Saddam Hussein, and then 
organising a massive cover-up, 
Mr Howard's accusations all 
seemed rather tame. 

The killer blow came when 
Mr Cook declared: “I have 
some sympathy for toe hon- 
ourable gentleman ...” As Mr 
Howard began to squirm, toe 
Foreign Secretaiy said he 
was “enjoying the cross- 
examination” which was sup- 
posed to be his moment “on 
the rack”. And if Mr Howard 
wanted to organise a repeat, 
he would be “very happy” to 
oblige. 

— Steve Crawshow 
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We believe (hat if our rooms work more effectively then so will you. In every Marriott hslel. we provide rooms where 
you con expect o dataport.br your laptop, two telephones, a targe desk and a comfortable hsd. In fact wherever vou 
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All at one address: www.apple.com/uk Now buying Apple technology 

is as easy as using it. Because now you can go on-line and shop any time at The Apple Store. You can browse as much as you like and study spec 
sheets to your heart’s content Need assistance? No problem. You’ll find plenty of on-screen answers, directions and suggestions. With the addition 
of The Apple Store, you now have 3 great ways to purchase Apple products: over the Web, over the phone or from your expert Apple Reseller. 


And thousands of new ways to build a Macintosh. 

Not everyone wants the same things from a computer. So why put the same things in them? At The Apple Store, 
you can configure your dream computer. It allows us to better tailor your Macintosh to fit your unique style of working. Say you’re a serious 
multi-tasker, for instance. We can load you up with as much as 384MB of memory. There are thousands of possibilities. The Apple Store can help 
you arrive at the one that’s perfect for you. 
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From Littlehampton to the Amazon Basin: How 
the Queen of Green’s dream ended in a nightmare 


Anita Roddick is 
out but not down 
after giving up her 
top job, reports 

Gienda Cooper 

THERE can scarcely be a 
bathroom in the land without 
a distinctively-labeDed bolde of 
peppermint foot lotion, white 
musk perfume or dewberry 
face cream. 

This is mainly down to one 
woman - the Queen of Green 
- Anita Roddick who opened 
the first branch of the Body 
Shop 22 years ago in UtUe- 
hampton. 

Yesterday she flew in from 
Atlanta - where she had 
launched a human rights ini- 
tiative with Lhe Dalai Lama — 
to announce she was stepping 
down from being chief execu- 
tive to become co-chairman. 

Her actions yesterday sum 
up the successes and prob- 
lems that have haunted the 
Body Shop. 

The company's “ethical" 
stance, campaign against ani- 
mal testing and Roddick’s high 
profile meant that by 1991 
shares in the Body Shop had hit 
a peak of 350p making her the 
fourth richest woman in 
Britain. 

At the same time. Rod- 
dick's passions and desire to 
commune with native tribes sat 
uncomfortably with the. City 
and shareholders who were 
more keen on seeing a good re- 
turn on their investment 

From the beginning, the 
shops were never just a place 
where you bought bubblebath, 
but a breeding ground of ac- 
tivism which appealed to ide- 
alistic teenagers. 

“We succeeded because we 
ran the business as a counter- 
culture," said Roddick yester- 
day. 

“We were passionate and we 
didn’t know enough to make it 
more complicated than good 






The public faces of Anita Roddick, against animal testing (above), with Diana, Princess of Whies (top), with Richard Branson (centre) and her husband Gordon (bottom) 


products and campaigning.” 
Instead of posters selling visions 
of beauty, there were leaflets 
telling you bow to save the rain 
forest. Roddick went on mis- 
sions to find ingredients from 
indigenous tribes and intro- 
duced Trade Not Aid. The 
campaign against animal test- 
ing gathered 4J million signa- 
tures. However, say retail 
experts, there was more to it 
than Roddick's passions. 

“The Body Shop would nev- 
er have succeeded if it had just 
been a “green” company.” said 
Richard Perks, senior retail 
analyst at Verdict. 

“It combined quality and 


value for money and that is why 
it secured a loyal following. 
Anita Roddick used that suc- 
cess to pursue her own inter- 
ests and passions.” 

Anita Roddick was bom in 
Littlehampton, East Sussex in 
1942, the daughter of Italian 
Jewish immigrants who sent her 
to a Catholic convent Her fa- 
ther died when she was 10 and 
it was only then that she found 
out her real father was his 
cousin, who her mother mar- 
ried soon after. 

She trained as an English 
and History teacher before 
varied spells working for the 
International Herald Tribune 


and the International Labour 
Organisation. While at college 
she met her husband Gordon, 
a case of love at first sight (“We 
just knew ... Our courtship 
lasted about four and a half 
minutes.”) and they married in 
America in 1970 after the birth 
of Justine, their first daughter, 
who now works for the com- 
pany. The couple had another 
daughter. Lucy, and moved 
back to Littlehampton where 
they ran a bed-and-breakfast 
and a restaurant before open- 
ing the first Body Shop, which 
was painted green inside to 
hide damp patches on the walls 
Twenty-two years on there 


are now more than 1,600 Body 
Shop branches and Roddick is 
one of Britain’s best-known en- 
trepreneurs, often seen as a fe- 
male version of Richard 
Branson, presenting a caring 
face of capitalism. 

She publicly took on Shell 
about the plight of the Ogoni 
people in Nigeria and was one 
of the organisers of the Unit- 
ed Nations’ 4tb World Con- 
ference on Women in Beijing. 
Nearer to home she and her 
husband helped set up and fi- 
nance die Big Issue, written and 
sold by homeless people. 

She is one of New Labour’s 
business favourites and a reg- 


ular visitor to Downing Street. 
But she has also faced criticism 
over her attitudes, as well as 
over her business methods, 
things she says she finds “in- 
credibly painful”. 

She was one of the richest 
women in Britain, worth 
around £57m, owns a turreled 
house in Scotland as well as 
homes in Sussex and Califor- 
nia, yet she claimed not to be 
interested in extravagance. 

She has had to fight sever- 
al times to demonstrate the 
truth of the “green" claims 
made for her products. 

In 1994 she won a libel 
case against Channel 4 after it 


claimed that some Body Shop 
cosmetics contained animal 
products, in contravention of 
the company’s “Against Animal 
Testing” slogan. But the shares 
could not sustain their 1991 
high and sales never really 
took off in America. 

In late 1995, news leaked 
that the Roddicks bad planned 
to take the Body Shop back into 
private ownership in a deal that 
would have valued the com- 
pany at around £340nu 

But they abandoned the 
plans after struggling to raise 
the finance amid concerns 
about debt levelsJDespite these 
problems, Roddick kept her 


high profile, most recently 
launching the controversial 
“hemp" range for the Body 
Shop. 

“I’m not giving up any- 
thing,” she said defiantly yes- 
terday in her new role as 
co-chairman. 

“All this talk about my 
demise is ludicrous. I’m going 
to be working hard on mar- 
keting and product develop- 
ment, we have an incredible 
team. “The thought of sitting 
back cosily - dream on. I’m go- 
ing to be just as involved with 
the DNA of the Body Shop." 

Business, page 21 
Comment, page 23 
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Tliis week, to celebrate our 10th Birthday, HELLO! - 
the magazine of the stars, is giving away the car of the 
stars ; a Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph worth £ 155.000 , 
pltts 10 solitaire diamond pen darns from De Beers. 

;uid 10,000 pairs of Majolica man-made pearl car studs. 

worth a grand total or £350.000. 

Full details are in HELLO! 1 * 10th Birthday issue. 

Out now. 
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a little IL|U 

LUXURY... gngggg 

a HILTON weeken d under £20! 


NATIONAL 


From only £19.99 per person per night 
(with breakfast available at just £6 
per person) you can enjoy a Hilton weekend 
break - simply choose one of these superbly 
located hotels and BOOK NOW - then just 
sit back and look forward to: 

Stylish ensuite accommodation 
*:• A variety of excellent restaurants - try the 
Blue Plate Option from £8.99 per person, 
which allows you to choose from the hot and 
cold tables and includes a glass of wine. ** 

*> Free use of indoor heated pool , 
gym & sauna (in most hotels) 

•:* Hilton Discovery Card for further money 
saving discounts at local attractions 
❖ The choice of 10 Family Fun! Hotels with 
childrens ' play area, family friendly dining, 
child safe bedrooms and much more for 
the whole family. 


per person per night 

Spadst Offljr fete ppm net tenftM, based on tao people staring 
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GREATER LONDON 


The Royal Berkshire. Ascot 
The London Gatwfck Airport Hilton 
'Artie Hilton National Cobham 
The Hilton National Wembley 
The Hilton National Watford/SL Albans 
*The Hilton National BrackneliyWindsor 
The Hilton National Croydon 


THE SOUTH 


The Hilton National Southampton 
■^The Hilton National Portsmouth 
■J<The Hilton National Newbury 
'-*Tha Hilton National Basingstoke 
The Hilton 'National Stansted 


THE SOUTHWEST AND WALES 




To reserve your weekend CALL FREE on 

0800 856 8000 

Please quote. code *G5' 

Hurry, there are only a limited number 
of rooms available with this offer! 

Reservation lines open: 

Mon to Fri Sam - 8pm 
Sat & Sun 10am - 5pm 

See TELETEXT page 248 for other 
Bank Holiday special offers! 


THE MIDLANDS 


The Hilton National Warwick/Stratford £3 1 .00 

*The Hilton National East Midlands £29.10 

"AThe Hilton National Milton Keynes/Wo bum £28.20 
The Hilton National Coventry £27.30 


THE NCnTH AND SCOTLAND 


Tha Glasgow Hilton £4.1.50 

'JfThe Hilton National Livingston £34.50 

The Hilton National Edinburgh £34.00 

The Manchester Airport Hilton £33.60 

-Hhe Hilton National Leeds Garforth £19.99 

The Hitton National Huddersfield/Halifax £19.99 
The Hilton National Leeds City £19,99 


ASSOCIATE HOTELS • 


The Sherlock Holmes Hotel, London £36-75 

The Paims Hotel. Hornchurch £ 27.30 

The Ring way, Basingstoke £19.99 

* FAMILY FUN* LOCATIONS 
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Detectives in 

nanny inquiry 

fly to Australia 

ass^rfS 


By Jason Bonnetto 

Crime Correspondent 


n ithp^ph further tesu» <*** o n ?n ny has — .. 

ESSES P ™^”^ 500 

were incondusive. Mbs Sullivan P ^ not to contact Caro 

• - tV... /•h'lrve. *_ . 
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mg possjme mnruei u^e.- 

after a baby died in her care. 

= 5 * 5 * r 3 ^ ISSSS 
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Miss Sullivan is charged with legjj » to out inquest mto the 

causing grievous bodily hann to in Freddie PbteL a paihrfq^^ 

six-month-old Caroline Jongen an eight y hrrr f, n f Man- that the injuries sugges 

^^pAThetebyall^d- Sydney and its sub^of^ batnr syndrome^ bat 

sssssss ~2s3 asrisrsT- 

S'JSS.'mS 

"SBSK?rS c ; 

her ban conditions has had to Todner, said yesterday 

\ I surrender her passport and stay carried out a 

ta London, fe due toaPP^" ^^"qSfled coon* in 

fc^WAi court on 8 June, when police pro^ q 

have indicated that manslangh- Australia. 

Children in hospital 
after E.coli outbreak 

SIX children have been struck down with the E.coU 015 7 bac- 
teria, health officials said yesterday. The youig*eK. ^ 

t^en two and nine, are understood to be friends from the 
Purbeck area of Dorset They were all admitted to hospital 
oveTthe weekend after suffering stonach 
in hospital, with one in a serious condihon. 
being freated at home after being rhscharged from taspitaL 
Health officials have launched an investigation to trace the 
source of the outbreak. A spokeswoman for Donwt Heafth 
Authority said: “It looks like it is linked to a 
and the wider community is not at risk. Some of 
go to the same school, but we are not looking at the school 
as a source of the outbreak. 

Dounreay stays closed 

DOUNREAY. on the north coast of Scotland, has been or- 
dered not to recommence nuclear processing in the wake of 
last week's power failure which raised fears of co^minanon. 

The Nudear Installations Inspectorate, an arm of the Health 
and Safety Executive, confirmed it had suspended the oper- 
ation. Management will not be allowed to restart processing 
until the electrical supply systems have been checked and the 
plant is safe. A Dounreay spokeswoman said the plant ton 
arranged for an independent inspection of its electrical safe- 
ty systems, which would take four weeks. 

Mary Bell injunction granted 

AN INJUNCTION was granted yesterday banning journal- 
ists, press photographers and photographers from going with- 
in half a mile of the home or school of Maty Bell’s daughter 
and from filming or taking photographs of the child or her 
carers. Bell has been at the centre of press attention since it 
was revealed last month that she was paid for helping in the 
preparation of Gitta Sereny’s book, Cries Unheard, about the 
two murders she committed in 196S when aged 11. 

Just the ticket for wardens 

TRAFFIC wardens are to be given free passes to travel on bus- 
es and pounce on illegally- parked motorists. In a move thought 
to be the first of its kind, London Transport will issue the pass- 
es to wardens in more than half of all London boroughs. It is 
hoped the measure will keep buses moving freely on the capi- 
tal's priority lanes, which are often blocked by parked vehicles. 


reen fag Hr 

Motoring Assistance 


II 

£10 SAYS WE LL 
BE WITH YOU 
IN AN HOUR! 
THE AA AND RAC 
SAY NOTHING. 


On average, we rescue our members 
in just 35 minutest And If we’re not 
with you in less than one hour, you 
can claim £10 back. What’s more, 
our 6.000 skilled mechanics will 
repair most problems at the roadside. 
To find out more, contact 


us right now. 

http://www.greenflag.co.uk 
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‘Are Europe’s politicians condemning women like me to death?’ 



Wendy Watson: if I had not had the mastectomy I would probably not be here' 


Photograph: Raymonds 


FTVE years ago this week Wendy \%lK3n 
had both her breasts removed in a pre- 
vails live masrectoniy. At the time she was 
perfectly healthy with no signs of cancer, 
but nine members of her family had suf- 
fered with the disease, and six of them had 
died young, most of diem under 50. 

“I knew 1 had the gene for breast can- 
cer, BRCA1, and that it was only a mat- 
ter of time, so why wait until the cancer 
arrived? Better to have it right away with- 
out the need for chemotherapy,” she said. 

It was the first preventative mastectomy 
of its kind in the UK, and five years on 
Mis Watson, now 43 - the same age at 
which her mother died -has never felt bet- 
ter and there is no sign of the disease. 

She is happy with her own health, but 
angry that in future women may be denied 
tests for the gene which would be one of 
the many covered by yesterday’s European 
Parliament decision on genetic patenting, 
which wfl] allow companies to claim fees 
and royalties for the use of tests which they 
have developed. 

Myriad Genetics, of Sait Lake City in 
the United States, which has already ap- 
plied to patent the BRCA1 gene in Eu- 
rope, at present charges about $2,400 
(£1,472) for the test in the US. 

“I have the gene and there is no doubt 


Gene-patenting could 
deny the terminally ill 
the right to a cure. 
Roger Dobson reports 


that if I had not had the mastectomy I 
would probably not be here today. My 
mum died at 43, ray cousin at 38, and oth- 
ers at similar ages," said Mrs Watson who 
led a campaign agaiiEt patenting of genetic 
tests and who a year ago launched the 
Hereditary Breast Cancer helpline. 

She became aware of a likely genetic 
link when she was 16 and her mother died. 
Her grandmother had also had breast can- 
cer twice, and bad died of ovarian cancer, 
a malignancy in which the BRCA1 gene 
is gfcn implicated. When she moved to the 
Peak District eight years ago, she found 
more famil y members with the disease. 

“I didn't know much about genes at the 
time, but it was blindingly obvious to me 
that it was hereditary. I went to doctors 
to see what courses of action were open 
to me and they all talked about catching 
it early. It occurred to me that the only sure 
way was to rid of the at-risk tissue before 


the cancer cacpe. I think everyone at the 
time thought I was being too drastic, even 
irrational, but I knew it wasn’t drastic My 
only objective was to stay alive and to me 
dying was the drastic bit, not what I was 
going to have done," Mrs Wilson said. 

“Everyone should have the right to have 
a genetic test and take whatever action is 
necessary to save their lives. By allowing 
companies to patent things like this and 
charge for them, we will in effect be 
denying some people the right to a cure.'’ 

Although no figures are available, it is 
estimated that at least 100 women a year in 

Britain now opt to have a preventative mas- 
tectomy because of extensive family histo- 
ry or as a result of positive genetic testing. 

Britain’s leading geneticists have warned 
the Government that gene-patenting wiD 
cost the NHS millions of pounds in royal- 
ties, mostly to American biotech companies. 

But Bill Hockett, director of corporate 
affairs for Myriad Genetics, said: “The 
gene would probably not have been dis- 
covered but for the potential of patenting. 
Without the protection that the patent af- 
fords, a company could not invest hun- 
dreds of millio ns of dollars in getting it to 
the market place." 

■ Hereditary Breast Cancer helpline: 01629 
813000. 


Call for reform 

of ‘shambolic’ 
asylum system 


By Ian Burrell 

Home Affairs Correspondent 


A JUMBO JET full of failed 
asylum-seekers will be deport- 
ed every day from Britain un- 
less radical steps are taken to 
strengthen the asylum system, 
the immigration minis ter said 
yesterday. 

Mike O'Brien told the Home 
Affairs Select Committee that up 
to 1 10,000 asylum-seekers 
“would be due in some way for 
removal from the United King- 
dom" by 2002 if numbers of ap- 
plicants continued to rise and the 
present slow system of process- 
ing claims and removals was not 
radically reformed. “That's a 747 
{aircraft] a day, which is dearly 
a very big problem." 

He said the system was in 
such a “shambles" that 17,000 
asylum-seekers had already 
“gone to ground” and were 
out of contact with immigration 
department officials. 

But Mr O'Brien was forced 
to deny that his officials pursued 
a “culture of rejection” as he 
was questioned by Marsha 
Sin g h , the Labour MP for Brad- 
ford West. Mr Singh said two 
members of his family had been 
refused permission to come to 
Britain for a family wedding de- 
spite his assurance as an MP 
that they would return. 

Mr O'Brien said officers de- 
ciding such applications often 
required “the wisdom of 


Solomon, and some of them are 
not Solomon. Some of them 
with the best will in the world 
will get things wrong.” 

Mr O’Brien refused to bade 
down when told that people bad 
been refused eutiy because of- 
ficials did not believe their 
daims to belong to families with 
rights to live here. Mr Singh said 
DNA tests had subsequently 
shown that many of those re- 
fused had been telling the truth. 

Earlier Mr O’Brien was at 
pains to stress that he did not 
wish to pursue an asylum poli- 
cy that could be perceived as 
racist He said that account 
should be taken of the benefits 
which immigrants brought to 
Britain, and genuine refugees 
should receive a favourable 
hearing. 

The minister said the Gov- 
ernment was seeking to improve 
the asylum system by reducing 
the two-stage appeal process to 
a single stage. Britain will also 
lobby other EU states later this 
month for reform of the Dublin 
Convention, which requires 
refugees to seek asylum in the 
first state in which they arrive, 
bin is being widely flouted. 

Mr O'Brien told MPs that 
there were 19,500 asylum 
claimants whose appeals have 
been exhausted and are waiting 
to be sent home. Another 
23,000 were awaiting decisions 
on their appeals, while 51,000 
were awaiting an initial ruling. 


Poor management 
blamed for 
Ashworth failures 


By Glenda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 


A “LITANY of murder, at- 
tempted murder, pornography 
and paedophile activity" in Ash- 
worth special hospital could 
have been avoided, an inquiry 
heard yesterday. 

Poor leadership and man- 
agement lay behind many of the 
problems at the hospital which 
houses some of Britain’s most 





Officers’ Association. 

« -The majority of it could 
* have been prevented through 
greater consultation and in- 
volvement with Ibe staff - the 
staff that do the job, he 

d ^P(ecce. POA branch 
chainnan since 1993 , was giving 
evidence a. die ptfe 
into the running of the Per- 
sonality Disonto Umia ‘^ 
worth. Tbe inquiry was ordered 

inJanuar^tyfcnn^cc. 

retary of state for health, 
Stephen DorrcIL after allega- 
rio£ of paedophilia, pornog- 
raphy and dreg 

t>n»t»ce said that Ash 


TpreecT^ that Ash; 
worth had not improved sup 

^pr^ousBIom-Cooperm- 


alcohol misuse were not con 


fined to the wards of the PDU. 
Similar allegations had been 
made among the mental health 
patients, he said. 

The inquiry was told earlier 

lhat police investigated concerns 
over patients establishing con- 
tact with a paedophile ring op- 
erating outside the hospital. 

Michael Bateson, a principal 
social worker at Ashworth ance 

July 1995, spoke of fears that 
alleged paedophile activity 
“might be wideumg”. 

Mr Bateson said staff were 
aware that a fonner patient- the 
father of the girl, known as 

Ould A. ai the centre of tbe pae- 
dophilia allegations -was still in 
contact with former patients. 

Mr Bateson said he first 
learned of the allegations aris- 
ing from Child As visits to 
paedophiles on the PjDU’s 
Lawrence Ward In October, 
1996. Later he was ordered to 
oversee an investigation mlo her 
contact with the patients by the 
then chief executive Janice 
Miles. Mr Bateson said he saw 
no benefit for Child A in visit- 
ing the PDU. 

Mr Bateson told bow he 
contacted a social services de- 
partment for further informa- 
tion on the child and said tbe 
authorities allowed the girl to 
continue luring with her father, 
despite being aware of d e t ails 
of his previous convictions, in- 
• eluding one for attempted rape. 


AFTER THE HEART ATTACK, 
I WAS TOLD TO EAT LESS. 


Imagine yon had to give up working tomorrow; How would you cope? If you became seriously III or injured, who’d pay your way? Your employer's not 
obliged to pay you for long. Benefits from the State went stretch very far. Bat somehow, you're sUB expected to pay the bills. In short, you'd find it vary 
hard to make ends moot, It doesn't have to be like this. Hot If you talk to Norwich Baton Healthcare and take out a Safeguard Income Protection Plan. 











v> P".': ■- • 

. mieasoh$ble 




Jtest. Next citing . 

■' / know, 'you’re fo'-’a 

: ni iii ■■ ‘ ‘ ; ’ v. 


ir' * Kyrikiso? i® 8 * - v 

<;auvwcrf-,yotmtaheaft .< 

v : , How ' comes ;tbe 


\ a: pay’- your, way? 

: _• ; Many bosses 

yaux syagks, .as soon ajs they’ve • \ 

?<*» • 

, ,s ... • a i ui 1 vwY * 


/ -je doiVwV. no • cause . for ; 

single 'person 

- J^.opSy- ;£57.70 ■ a ws k. .. 
y.V# ^ -is, add ' ■ 

vipatid- -'jevciyr -week ■ ■ 
your .foowgage,. . 
/•*.; ’SfeSiiK Scwr - ifo’tit? :v: 

v!.- aaqeclcsse. 1 

-v.y-. v ■ y... 


. ‘ So who unB look after you? The simplc 
ajnswet is . . . yoc. kV still down m you to 
mamrain your own standard of Irving 
’■■■jtand. jBpm family’s) even if you no longer 
: :hkve afob, and no real amount of money • 

. mating in.- Not your employer: Nor the 
• • Stitte^’Sbu. 

A SafeGuard Income Protection Plan 
. from Norwich Union Healthcare can 
provide you. with tire help you need. 

-From as tittle as £!0 a' moiah, you can 
.' insure up to. ti0% of your income against 
:.’.4ritaK»r-a& typer of il l ness or. repay, and by 
. *>ing so, receive a tax-free monthly sum, 

' appjcc^tiate to your level of cover. And if 
youtake out a policy now j«>uTJ also receive 
“ Bsee CriticaJ Illness cover for a year.* 

'• Out payments wift continue until 
yon are fit enough to work again or, if 
: necessary, until you reach an agreed 
retirement age; 

‘.Thirdc carefully before you rum the 
page. You may believe that a heart attack is 
the sort of thing that happens to someone 
' else. Bur if you do, bear in mind that 
- last year Norwich Union Healthcare paid 
(mt £22 million - hr income' protection 
claims. That’s rather a lot of 'someone ekes’. • 
" For more information, calk to ns now on 

0800 400 123; 
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Prisoners 

talk their 
way out 
of drug 
problems 




% 
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By lan Burrell 

Home Affaire Onresponcfent 

MURDERERS, robbers and 
drug-dealers. They might not 
seem the most otarious coun- 
sellors for those wanting to 
open their hearts about the 
problems of their formative 
years. 

Yet some of the most hard- 
ened, drug-dependent inmates 


in HMP Coldingley have found 
that by confiding their darkest 
secrete in each other they have 
been able to see their way to a 
brighter future. 

For those acclimatised to an 
environment where any signals 
of weakness are seized upon and 
ruthlessly exploited, the idea of 
group therapy is a culture shock 
which, in their words, “takes a 
lot of bottle”. 


Hrevor, who is in the eighth 
year of a life sentence for a 
drug-related murder, said: “It 
has helped me get in touch with 
who I am; my feelings, my emo- 
tions and why I turned to drugs 
in the first place. 


“I’ve discovered so much 
about myself personally." His 
enthusiasm for the programme 
- run by the Rehabilitation for 
Addicted Prisoners Trust 
(RAPt) - is all the greater for 
having approached it with deep 


cynicism. He had already tried 
ru th w <t ni£-rfhahrHfc>ri rm CODETS- 

es in other jails and failed them. 
“It was learning from textbooks 
and being talked to by people 
who didn't know how I was feel- 
mg, " he explained. 


“Here even the oounseBois 
have had experiences. It helps 
to know that I am talking to fel- 
low addicts.” 

Almost all RAPt staff have 
experienced drug problems and 
prisoners who have passed 






N 




X 


through the programme often 
stay on. as “peer supporters” to 
help fellow inmates. Partly 
fhanloa to the RAPt scheme, 
Gakfiogtey prison, has reduced 
the number of inmates testing 
positive for drugs from 40 per 
cent to 15 per cent in the space 
of a year. The number testing 
positive for opiates has fallen 
from 3.8 per cent to 2.6 per cent 
• in the same period. 

It is a signal of hope after 
widely expressed fears that drag 
use bad become so rife in 
Britain's jails that even prison- 
ers who began their sentences 
without an addiction would 
haveemeby the time they were 
released. Yesterday the Gov- 
ernment announced file new 
Prison Service Drugs Strategy 
with the promise that treatment 
programmes would be greatly 


and DM 


tewiderpublic. ■‘laoo« 

here that we condone 


damage.” he said. __ 

John Smith, the governor at 
Coldingley, said be was uymg 


in the prison- “A few yearn ago. 

newly admitted prisoners 

expected to use dnigs and rfwM 

not all right for them to say they 
cBdnt take therm” be said. 

«Tbere is a real push m this 
re&he to provide a positiye.cid- 
ture based on individual re- 
sponsibility, hard work and 
leading to a useful life on re- 
lease.'' 

The change fa® enabled the 

Snrrey jail to reduce its levd 
mandatory drug tests and con- 
centrate on a voluntary scheme 
« nMitv all inmates take 


Richard Tilt, director-gen- 
eral of the Prison Service, con- 
ceded that be was dependent on 
the Government's comprehen- 
sive spending review, which 
will be completed later this 
summer, for the money to allow 
the programmes to be set up. 

Adam Sampson, chief exec- 
utive of RAPt, said at least £10m 
a year on top of the current an- 
nual spend of £7m was needed 
to set up the necessary new 
schemes. 

He said: “Unless govern- 
ment supports these fine words 
with some hard cash, then- good 
ijU§5.DqQS wBlaS 


part to show they are drug-free. 
This enables the jail to focus 
more intently on those who are 
not 

By confiding 
their darkest 
secrets they have 
seen the way to a 
brighter future 


The success of the RAPt 
scheme, a 12-week programme 
based on the principles of Nar- 
cotics Anonymous, demanding 
total abstinence from drugs 
whileproviddi^afnDdai^Toa- 
tine, is based on ite interaction 
with other drug programmes in- 
side the jaH. 

The Acorn project runs an 
outreach service wbere dn% act 
vice workers operate ns if they 
were in the outside world, help- 
ing to ensure that RAPt grad- 
uates do not relapse. 

More open-minded prison- 
ers are enconraged : to partic- 
ipate in complementary 
medkanc, indto^ ac^nmc- 
anc 


You can. We promise. 


We promise. 


We promise. 


We promise. 


You’ll save money on your phone bill. 

Or we’ll give you back double the difference. 

ff you don’t believe in paying more than you need to here’s a simple 
pledge. We promise well save you money compared to BT (even 
if you've got Friends & Family and Premier-Line). Or we'll give you 
back double the difference.* . 

You can chat as long as you like for just 50p. 

Every Saturday until the end of September 1998 all national calls 
cost no more than SOp. however long you talk.** And you also get 
100 minutes of local evening calls free, every single month. Cable 
& Wireless customers save money in all sorts of ways. You’Ve only 
to call us now to find out more. 

It’s easy to start saving. 

Switching your telephone service to Cable & Wireless is simple. 
All you have to do is call us — so the sooner you call the 
sooner you can start saving 


FreeCal! 0800 056 8384 

What can we do for you? 
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CABLE & WIRELESS 


Oteexto 26* Septtnte- ,99ft 50p r* nfe. p*. 


DAILY POEM 


Roundhouse - 

By John Kinselia \ 

BuQt in 1830/31 on the headland an the south side of the Swan 
River mouth, the Roundhouse was Western Australia’s first 
gpoL - 

Windscale on a pitted cenotaph collects 
In the seascroll, the script, the brocade 
Of a foaming spreading hand - shoahvaters 

Where the polished caprock tightens the little 
Space - though the sty expands amongst 
The mental rigging, adhering itself to a calenture - 

Deep green, the sooty terns rock on the tip 
And then flip back into oblivion. Windscale 
In its sharp ctitrtb should incite an angrier sea: 

The barebone, the spit's jawjut, the anchorage 
Of rock and shore, aspirations for games 
On the sty’s field of play -cenotaph -mutiny... 

This weets poems celebrate the work of John Kinselia. wtio 
was born in Perth, Western Australia, in 1963, and mark: the 
sumdtaneous publication of his Poems 1980-1994 (Btoodaxe, 
£9.95) and his new volume. The Hum (Blooda as, £7.95) This 
poem first appeared ip Full Fathom Five (1993). 
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Mother sues over baby blunder’ 


By Kate Watson- Smyth 

A BUSINESSWOMAN who had 
surgery after doctors wrongly diag- 
nosed that her baby had died in the 
womb sobbed as she told the High 
Court she was incapable of doing her 
job properly after the operation. 

Suzy Hagstrom, 39. an American 
marketing director, broke down as 
she told the court she collapsed three 
times, was unable to concentrate and 
bad pain in her abdomen after the 
surgery in 1993. She resigned in De- 
cember 1994 and daims she has been 
unable to work since. She is claim- 
ing £lm compensation from the 
hospital. The court heard that while 
visiting her mother in Britain in 1993, 


Mrs Hagstrom bad an ultrasound ex- 
amination and was told there was no 
foetal heartbeat During an opera- 
tion to remove the foetus, her uterus 
and bowel were perforated and she 
needed surgery. Eleven days later she 
had a second ultrasound at Royal 
Surrey County Hospital and was told 
her child was alive. 

British-born Mrs Hagstrom, who 
also has an eight-year-old daughter, 
Danielle, gave birth to an apparently 
healthy baby. Christen Rose - a de- 
rivation of Christ Has Risen - in 
March 1994. But she was terrified her 
child would have problems as a re- 
sult of the surgery. After returning 


angry, emoDonaUy drained and cried 
at work. was extremely distressed. 
I could not concentrate at work or 
in meetings, whereas before 1 was ex- 
tremely detail-oriented. Nothing 
was in my brain - it was as if it had 
shut down,” she said. 

Mrs Hagstrom saw a counsellor 
at the instigation of her mother, but 
said she refused to discuss the op- 
eration. “I hated the thougbtof psy- 
chiatrists, doctors and anything to do 


dren. But Mis Hagstrom said: “The 
workload was just about the same but 
my aUlity to handle it had changed" 
On 14 September she collapsed' 
at work and was taken to hospital, 
where a doctor noted she was under 
great stress at work. She took two 
weeks off but shortly after returning 
she collapsed again. “I had numer- 
ous tests and everything came out 
negative and 1 wanted a magic pill 


said After giving up work Mrs 
Hagstrom said her symptoms wors- 
ened and she was unable to do any- 
thing but sleep during the day. She 
continued with psychiatric coun- 
selling.. The judge is to assess the 
amount of damages to be awarded 
The Royal Surrey County and St 
Luke’s Hospital NHS Trust has ad- 
mitted negligence but disputes 


whether her continuing difficulties 
with the medical profession. T did not that would make everything go back stem from the medical treatment she 
want to talk about the trauma.” to normal,” she said The following received in August 1993. 

Cross-examining, SaBy Smith QC month she resigned, which she said The case continues. 


£1 m claim over surgery after foetus incorrectly pronounced dead ^ “entirely i^dedaon^rkiwd 

° ' 1 " become overwhelmingly difficult for 

me. I thought I was going mad .1. 

to work in June 1994 with a Cali- for the hospital, said Mrs Hagptrom 1 had constant and recurrent 
form an company, she said she was was simply overloaded with the thoughts about the hospital and 

pressures ofwork and two small chil- -nightmares about Christen,” she 


Warring council 
leaders offered 
marriage guidance 
counselling 


By Diana Blamfres 


TWO waning bosses at a flagship 
Labour council were offered ‘mar- 
riage guidance’ counselling as a way 
to help them get on. 

But the offer to go to ACAS. the 
Government’s conciliation service, 
was turned down by Amanda Kelly, 
deputy chief executive of Camden 
Council, north London, an industri- 
al tribunal heard yesterday. Instead, 
she demanded an apology from chief 
executive Steve Bundred before she 
would return to work. 

Ms Kelly, 41, claiming sexual dis- 
crimination, alleges that she was 
bullied by Mr Bundred and threat- 
ened with the sack while male offi- 
cials were treated more leniently. 

The hearing was told that Richard 
Arthur, a councillor, stepped into this 
dispute after a breakdown between 
the two highest paid members of the 
council 

Ms Kelly had gone on sick leave 
with stress and back pain following 
a bitter exchange of letters in which 
she said Mr Bundred, 46, had treat- 
ed her like “a naughty schoolgirl”. 

She said women were surround- 
ed by an aggressive male culture at 
the council and a complaint three 
years before that she was groped by 
an official during a weekend confer- 
ence was not treated seriously. 

Mr Arthur wrote to Ms Kelly, a 
solicitor, suggesting that a woman 
counsellor at ACAS might help both 
sides work it out 

Ms Kelly, a mother of two, re- 
ferred to tiie letter as cynical and con- 
taining a number of unacceptable 
suggestions. 

She said “Suggesting a ‘marriage 
guidance’ process between me and 
Steve -ft appeared to me to be to tally 
dismissing the contents of the letters.” 

She wrote back through her 


solicitor demanding an apology from 
Mr Bundred, a one-off payment of 
£5,000 and to be made head of her 
own department. 

The council wrote back turning 
down her suggestions but offering to 
make her head of Leisure Resources. 

Ms Kelly complained that she was 
not given enough corporate respon- 
sibility. 

Mr Bundred had questioned her 
judgment and she had been asked by 
him why she bad not sacked a female 
employee at a disciplinary hearing. 

Male colleagues were not treated 
in the same way and she had felt bul- 
lied by her boss. 

She said the head of a department 
was allowed to leave with a six 
months’ pay-off after one of his staff 
was arrested for serious fraud which 
he had not detected. 

“It seems he was given a nice easy 
way out of the council despite a huge 
fraud being perpetrated,” she told the 
hearing. 

In her case, she claimed she was 
threatened with dismissal “on the ba- 
sis of matters I have still to under- 
stand”. 

She said: “The men are either be- 
ing paid off or have no action taken, 
and 1 have been treated completely 
differently.” 

Ms Kelly said ft had also been sug- 
gested that she be “re-eneigised” by 
being seconded to another authori- 
ty, perhaps a government department 
to draft legislation. She condemned 
this as being a Victorian solution. 

She said: U A friend of mine likened 
it to trying to bundle an unmarried 
daughter off to an asylum after she 
became pregnant.” 

Camden and Mr Bundred deny 
sexual discrimination. 

The two executives are working to- 
gether pending die results of the tear- 
ing. The tribunal was adjourned until 
tomorrow. 
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rescott 


plays for 


time over 


nion deal 


Zy Colin Brawn and 
3arrie Clement 


THE Deputy Prime Minister in- 
tervened last njght to tiy to get 
the TUC and the CBI to reach 
agreement over trade-union 
recognition. 

John Prescott is understood 
to have called for more time to 
he given to the two sides to see 
ir they could strike a deal, even 
if ft means delaying a Cabinet 
decision. 

The Deputy Prime Minister 
■■ViiS furious over a report that 
mi agreement had been reached 
between Margaret Beckett, the 
President of the Board ofTrade, 
un«J Tony Blair that 40 percent 
> <f any workforce would have to 
back recognition before it was 
grunted, not just a majority of 
those voting in a ballot. 

With the unions offering a 
compromise of 30 per cent, 
Mr Prescott was keen to see 
more time being given to try to 
get the two sides to reach an ac- 
commodation. Given his close 
-jvsodationwith the unions, Mr 
Prescott is anxious that the Blair 
Government is not accused of 
overriding the views of the 
TUC. “It's an important issue 
fur {i<m,"$oid a source at West- 
minster. The Prime Minister’s 
spokesman said the meeting 
v/ith Mrs Beckett was one of a 
series and there would be more 
individually and collectively, 
before agreement was reached. 

Meanwhile, Tony Blair told 
the TUC leadership that while 
the publication of a white pa- 
per on “fairness at work ” was 
imminent, key decisions on 
union recognition remained to 
he taken. Despite attempts to 
calm speculation, union leaders 
insisted they had been informed 
by ministerial sources that the 
Government was hell-bent on 
introducing a law which would 


present substantial hurdles to 
collective -bargaining rights. 

Dawning Street denied min- 
isters had already opted for the 
40 per cent formula, althou gh 
senior union figures believe 
that such a proposal will be part 

of the White Paper. 

Following the meeting yes- 
terday with John Monks, the 
TUC general secretary, the 
Prime Minister met represen- 
tatives of the CBI which origi- 
nally wanted more than half of 
a workforce to endorse recog- 
nition, but has apparently ac- 
cepted the 40 per cent 
proportion. 

The flurry of activity in 
Downing Street means the pro- 
posals oould be presented to the 
Cabinet tomorrow with a view 
to publishing the white- paper 
next week. Some slippage 
looked increasingly likely last 
night however after the inter- 
vention of Mr Prescott 

Ian Davidson, secretary of 
the trade union group of MPs, 
said he was unable to identify 
anyone in the Parliamentary 
Labour Party who backed the 40 
per cent formula. “Wfc think the 
Government should be sticking 
to its manifesto commitment It 
sboaldo’t be doing favours for 
the CBI," he said. A 100-strong 
meeting of the group yesterday 
decided that while they would 
avoid confrontation, they would 
not “lie down” and acquiesce 
over decisions with which they 
disagreed 

Trade unionists who har- 
boured doubts that the Gov- 
ernment had any intention of 
introducing a law on recogni- 
tion, were cheered by a com- 
ment from the Prime Minister’s 
spokesman who said the Gov- 
ernment would be fulfilling its 
manifesto pledge. That in itself 
would be a “big step", the 
spokesman said 




in fight 
for his 

career 


By Cofin Brown 

Chief FbltocaJ Corres ponde nt^ 


ONE OF Tbny Blair’s Jeast- 
known Cabinet ministers yes-, 
terday bared his soul to a select 


/ .... 

The Deputy Prime Minister, John Prescott, a former merchant seaman, admires the jolfyboat from die SS Anglo-Saxon, sunk in the Atiantic by a 
German raider. The jolty boat is the centrepiece of a new Merchant Navy exhibition at the Imperial Vfar Museum in London Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


FO rebuked over frauds in Jordan 


By A n t h ony Bevins 

Fbftocai Editor 


SIR JOHN KERR, head of the 
Diplomatic Service, received a 
stinging rebuke from the Com- 
mons Public Accounts Com- 
mittee last night 

In a report on a scandalous 
breakdown of financial con- 
trols at the British embassy in 
Amman. Jordan, in which the 
British taxpayer whs fleeced of 
more than £109,000 by a local 
accountant, it was revealed that 
the Foreign Office official who 
doled out the cash was paid a 
£31,600 bonus when he was 
compulsorily retired last 
September. 

The cross-party committee 


condemned that outcome as 
“indefensible", and demanded 
immediate and tough action to 
change the cosy culture of a 
Diplomatic Service that ap- 
peared “to regard financial 
management as a second-order 
activity”. 

The committee also reacted 
with shocked outrage to a ques- 
tion put to them by Sir John, in 
a hearing last February, when 
he had sought their advice “as 
to whether the restitution of 
sums improperly gained might 
be pursued in exchange for less 
punitive criminal charges". 

Last night’s report said: “TVfe 
are surprised that the depart- 
ment should consider there is 
an issue here. These are not 


matter for compromise or for 
deals. 

“Those who defraud the 
public purse should be subject 
to die foil rigour of criminal jus- 
tice and should not be encour- 
aged to think that this might be 
ameliorated if they were to re- 
pay the money obtained im- 
properly. Departments should 
pursue both criminal charges 
and the restitution of their 
Josses." 

The £109,000 fraud followed 
another Amman embassy scam 
in which another local accoun- 
tant misappropriated £333,000 
in fraudulent claims for dead 


pensioners. 

Sir John totd the committee 
that it was “ a shaming occur- 


rence" for the Foreign Office 
that two such frauds should take 
place, one after the other, in two 
adjoining rooms in the Amman 
embassy. 

But he said that whQe the 
Foreign Office had considered 
sacking the Senior Manage- 
ment Officer who had been 
duped in the most recent fraud, 
compulsory retirement had 
been deemed the best course. 

Similarly, the diplomats who 
had been responsible for that 
unnam ed official’s slackness — 
including the ambassador - 
had ail retired by the time that 
fraud had come to light last year. 

If the Senior Management 
Officer had retired, normally, at 
the age of 60, in 2001, the MPs 


were told, he would have re- 
ceived a lump sum worth only 
£43,300 - £31,600 less than the 
amount he was awarded last 
year. He also receives a pension 
of £14,43650 a year. 

David Davis, the former 
Conservative Minister who 
chairs the committee, said last 
night: “It is frankly incredible 
that financial controls should 
have foiled twice in the same 
embassy... The taxpayer should 
not lose out again. 

“Staff responsible for check- 
ing local spending must do the 
job properly and should know 
that negligence in these im- 
portant matters will be subject 
to very rigorous disciplinary 
action." 


teruay — . . L . . c 

committee of MPs erver a wtos* 

peeing campaign around 

Whitehall that he will be sacked 
in tbe next reshuffle- • 

David Clark attacked the 
rumours of his imminent sack- 
ing as “tittle tattle” and he put 
up a powerful fight for his Cab- 
let career with an eudfof-temr 
report to MPs, which may be 
seen as bis swansong. 

He got the backing of a 
group of Labour MPs who 
tabled a Commons motion urg- 
ing Mr Blair to change bis ob- 
scure title from Chancellor of 
the Duchy of Lancaster to min- 
ister for public service, rather 
than sack bint. . .. 

But it turned into a double- 
edged swofd as one of the MPS 
who praised him, Peter Bradley, 
wept on to say that in his con- 
stituency of the Wrekin, none 
of 50 constituents he bad ques- 
tioned knew what the Oian- 
ceflor of the Duchy of Lancaster 
was supposed to do. 

While other Cabinet minis- 
ters have made serious gaffes, 
the MPs believe Mr Clark’s 
only failure is his modesty. Mr. 
Bradley, a member of the com- 
mittee, told Mr Clark: “You talk, 
about a quiet revolution. 1 would 
like the volume turned up." 

But Mr Clark made it dear 
be did not want to change his 
quiet style. “There is a pretty 
quiet revolution going on with- 
in the department but it has got 
to be done in a quiet way.” 

Mr Clark’s changes to 
public sendee include: ' 

■ Promoting easier ways to re- 
new TV licences and road fund 
licences through the use of 
credit swipe cards in machines 
in shopping malls. 

■ Allowing benefit claimants to 
have their money paid into 
Etost Office savings accounts by 
electronic means. 0 

■ A Freedom of IhfrKmation 
B3L which he promises tqpub- 
lish before the summer recess. 
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US firm in 
line to run 
schools 
for profit 


in 


By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 

AN AMERICAN company 
which runs schools for profit is 
holding discussions with the 
Government about taking over 
faffing schools in Britain. 

Leaders of the Edison Pro- 
ject have also held exploratory 
talks with officials at the De- 
partment for Education about 

how a profit- making company 

might run schools in education 
action zones which will aim to 
raise standards in poor areas. 

David Biunkett, the Secre- 
tary of State for Education, has 
said that no company will be 
able to run an action zone for 
profit but he hopes businesses 
will be involved. 

Benno C Schmidt, Edison’s 
chairman and a former Yale 
president, in London last night 
to deliver a lecture at the In- 
stitute of Economic Affairs, 
described the attitude of offi- • 
dais to the idea as “on the 
whole, pragmatic'’. 

He said: “The Government 
has asked us about the sort of 
profits we would want to make. 

I have been dear that we have 
no problem with the idea that 
we should not make excessive 
and unreasonable profit 

“We would be very happy to 
take part in a system where 
there were ceilings and caps on 
levels of profitability but we 
can’t be locked into an inflexi- 
ble budget. They have not said 
that making a profit would rule 
us out." 

He pointed out that his com- 
pany had provided much- 
needed investment in the 25 


schools which it runs in eight 
American states, on contract to 
school districts, the equivalent 
of local education authorities. 

Standards were rising and 
the project expected, a com- 
mercial return by using public 
money more efficiently, be 
added. Fifteen more schools will 
be set up from the aut umn. 

Edison has had half a dozen 
meetings with government of- 
ficials and more are scheduled. 
It has expressed interest in two 
bids for action zones from 
Thmeside and Surrey. 

Mr Schmidt said the Gov- 
ernment had also raised the 
prospect of Edison taking over 
failing schools. “Officials have 
suggested this might well be le- 
gal, possibly working with local 
education authorities." 

They wanted to be sure, he 
added, that the interests of 
children would not be sacrificed 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
Tfcacbers, said: U I hope that of- 
ficials at the Department for 
Education have kept their min- 
isters informed We have a dear 
commitment from the Secretary 
of State that organisations will 
not be allowed to run schools 
for profit in this country. 

“If taxpayers’ cash has been 
set aside for the education of 
children it should not be made 
available for commercial 
profit” 

A Department for Education 
and Employment spokesman 
said: “No commitments have 
been made to any organisation. 
But we are always interested in 
new ideas from public and pri- 
vate sector organisations." 



ComeHa Parker’s Matter & What It Means, part of a new exhHxtkxi of the sculptor^ work at the Serpentine Gallery in London Photograph: Rul Xavier 

Summit bid salvaged from the storm 


ALL SMILES at Base Camp 
this afternoon. Nima Doijee 
and Pemba Tiering returned 
from the mountain after a night 
huddled in a collapsed tent 
with all their fingers intact and 
a more optimistic prognosis of 
our team's chances of still 
mounting a summit bid. 

They spent most of the day 
gathering smashed tents and 
other gear, scattered over hun- 
dreds of metres of broken rock 
and gladerin the Western Cwro 
when 1 OOmph winds tore Camp 
2 eariy oat Monday. All our 

high-altitude clothing was in 
the ■gnaH tents hit by the storm. 



Eve rest Diary 

Base Camp 


Without those down jackets, 
salopettes and beavy-dutygkwss 
we would be unabh to withstand 
the bitter sub-zero tempera- 
tures higher up Everest. 

We still do not know the full 


picture. But if, as it sounds from 
Nima and Pemba, nearly all pur 
Himalayan Kingdoms Expedi- 
tions tents are still there, though 
broken, most of the gear should 
still be inside them. Unfortu- 
nately they were unable to find 
one of the tents used by two 
Sherpas and their gear and par- 
ticipation is vital to our effort A 
summit bid will probably depend 
on bow mudt equipment we can 
muster between us. 

Nima and Pemba told their 
tale with typical Sherpa insou- 
ciance. Both are experienced 
climbing Shearpas, spending part 
of each year expeditioniog and 


the rest with their families. 
Nima, 32, short and with bis face 
nearly always split by a grin or 
laughter comes from the Anrn 
valley area away to the east. 
Pemba, 42, is from Kbari Kho- 
la to the south of the Khumbu. 

Then hands had frozen as they 
struggled in the storm, disen- 
tangiing broken tent poles and pil- 
ing rocks on top of the collapsed 
tents to stop them taking off 
agaim Back at Camp 2, they shel- 
tered in our large, but broken, 
blue dome tent, drawing then- 
hands out in warm saltwater be- 
fore eatir^ and settling down for 
an uncomfortable night - 


We have mulled over the lat- 
est weather forecast from the 
Met Office in Bracknell. It 
does not look good enough for 
a summit bid over thie next week 
but should allow some of us to 
go up to Camp 2 and try and re- 
store some order. AH being 
weD, four of us, inducting my- 
self, will head up tomorrow 
and spend one night there. 

Beyond that, it looks like an- 
other sojourn at Base Camp 
hoping for that elusive weath- 
er window. It is worth bearing 
in mind that the first ascen- 
saonists, Hfflaiy and Tensing, did 
not reach the top until 29 May. 


I TV sets 
up the 
sitcom 
‘Babes’ 

By Janlne Gibson 

THE ITV Network Centre has 
coumrissknied its first Christmas 
sitcom special, following criti- 
cism last week of its failure to 
develop good new comedy. 

The BBC traditionally wipes 
the floor with ITV over the 
Christmas holiday period with 
specials of sitcom favourites 
qirh as Only Fools and Horses , 
Men Behaving Badly and One 
Foot -in the Grave , but ITV will 
fight back this year with a new 
British comedy. t 
■ Unusually, the series chosen- 
to fight the Yuletide battle 
hasn’t yet been seen. It is still 
in production, and won't be 
broadcast until July. However, 
David Liddiment, ITVs direc- 
tor of programmes, is so confi- 
dent of the show, he has pushed 
through plans to produce a 
high-profile Christmas special 

Described as “the British 
FriendsT, Babes in the Wood stars 
Samantha Janus, The Big Break- 
fast's Denise Vhn Outen and the 
newcomer Natalie Walters, as 
flatmates in. St John’s Wood. 
Karl Howman, a sitcom regu- 
lar from the BBCs Eighties se- 
ries Brush Strokes, plays their 
neighbour. 

The sitcom's writer, Geoff 
Deane - a veteran of hits in- 
cluding Birds of a Feather-said 
that Babes in the Wood will be 
“the best new ITV sitcom since 
Rising pomp”. Deane would not 
disclose details of his festive 
special but srnd there would be 
plenty of surprises. 

The programme was com- 
missioned after a stern warning 
to ITV last week by the indus- 
try regulator, the Independent 
Television Commission, which 
issues broadcasting licences to 
ITV companies. The TTC con- 
cluded last week in its annual 
performance review of ITV 
that the channel had “foiled to 
develop good new comedy”. 
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The day the 
dream of 

1968 died 

Thirty years ago students and workers 
united on the streets of France. 

John Lichfield assesses their legacy ■ 


THIRTY years ago today. 
France stood on the brink of 
revolution: or so it seemed. 

A student iebeOkni bad been 
raging for 10 days, without dis- 
turbing the peace of the greater 
part of France. On 13 May 
1968, the workers ^ - the word was 
still current three decades ago 
- came on to the streets. 

The two largest trade union 
federations called a one-day 
general strike; there was an im- 
pressively large students-and- 
workers march in Paris. A 
stream of strikes and sit-ins fol- 
lowed, starting in the great Re- 
nault factory on an island in the 
Seine at Boulogne Bfllan court 
(now an abandoned shell), fol- 
lowed by stoppages by railway- 
men, miners, steel-workers ... 
It appeared to some commen- 
talors, even to the CIA, that true 
revolution bad come. 

The participation of “real 
workers’' is one of the factors 
which distinguishes the Paris 
spring of 1968 from the other 


youth-led disturbances of the late 
1960s. Revolutionaries in Britain 
and elsewhere were green with 
envy. The idea that Ford work- 
ers in Dagenham migh t strike in 
sympathy with British student 
protesters was ludicrous. 

Three decades later, such a 
prospect is equally unthink- 
able in France. The May revo- 
lution seemed, briefly, like the 
apotheosis of the great Left 
Bank dream of inteUectual- 
and-worker solidarity. In truth, 
the day the workers joined in 
was the be ginning of the end. 
The unions had a series of spe- 
cific, demands which could be 
settled and were (a 10 per cent 
pay increase; extended union 
rights). After that, the whole 
movement rapidly deflated. The 
French intellectuals and the 
mass of French workers rarely 
fought on the same side a g ain 
(though both voted for Francois 
Mitterrand in 1981). 

The French working class, 
pocketing the gains theywon in 




Oeft) i„ Pari, h££ 

crackdown on illegal immrgrobo^andj^^ 

Pirfe in May 1968 when students barred accesseocne 

Boulevard Saint-Mlcfiel 


May 1968, moved into the bour- 
geois, consumerist society which 
the student rebellion had, 
theoretically, wanted to dis- 
mantle. The “moral” and in- 
tellectual Left lost patience 
with a working class which 
failed to live up to its allotted, 
revolutionary role. 

The social unrest which ac- 
companied the collapse of 
Reach heavy industry in the 
1970s and 1980s left the intel- 
lectuals cold. Instead, the moral 
Left found surrogate proletari- 
ats elsewhere: in the Third 
World and, most recently, in il- 


legal immigrants. The sanctifi- 
cation of the “sans papiers" - il- 
legal migrants - in the last 18 
months is the most obvious 
symbol of the present gulf of un- 
derstanding between ordinary 
people and the French artistic 
and intellectual dlite (many of 
them former sooMnte-huitanls; 
children of 68). 

There were large demons- 
trations in Paris and other rides 
last year, led by cinema c&ectats, 
writers and actors against rela- 
tively modest moves to control 
illegal immigrants. Such a poli- 
cy, continued with only minor ad- 


justments by the present So- 
cialist-led government, is huge- 
ly popular with the working 
classes and lower middle class- 
es - and with legal immigrants. 

In truth, the students and 
workers had similarly differing 
ambitions 30 years ago. The 
May '68 rebellion was two re- 
bellions which rarely met Both 
were powered by intense irri- 
tation with the paternalistic, 
hiera rchical - but successful - 
France which had recovered 
from the Second World War. 

However, the student 
rebellion was always more 
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cultural and spiritual, than 
truly political or economic. It 
began with the frustration, 
literally, of male French stu- 
denis, locked out of women’s 
balls of residence at Nanterre 

University. 

The best-remembered stu- 
dent « tog ans of the day were he- 
donistic, anarchistic, sexually 
horny, utopian. “Be realistic, de- 
mand the impossible”; “Your 
desires are the true realit/ 1 ; 
“Live, without boredom"; “It is 
forbidden to forbid"; “The 
more I make revolution, the 
more I want to make love”. 


There were also idealists 
and revolutionaries among the 
workers, especially ai the Re- 
nault factory, which refused at 
first to obey its leaders’ rec- 
ommendation to return to 
work. But, on union orders, 
most factories refused to let the 
students in. 

The union bosses saw in 
May ’68 ah opportunity to win 
some of the fruits of an eco- 
nomic boom already two 
decades old - the most pro- 
longed period of rising pros- 
perity in French history. The 
settlement of the industrial 
component of the revolt was ne- 
gotiated amongst others by an 
ambitious young politician 
called Jacques Chirac (then 
employment minister). It ex- 
tended some of the post-war 
prosperity to blue-collar work- 
ers, producing steep inflation 
■but also a spending boom which 
powered the economy through 
the first Half of the 1970s. 

Union leaders' hopes of win- 
ning a permanently strong place 


in French society have prowd* 

simplistic as student teaderif 
hopes of cultural revolution, fa 
1968, one in four emp loyed pc o- 
pje in France was mubtase<t 30 
years Uttar, the figure is one m 10. 

Other statistic suggest the 

Left did triumph, in a sense. The 
real winner In the next 30yeats 

was a form of bureauc ratic, 
welfare socialism. Over-taxed 
France and the over-manned 
state which even the present 
Socialist-led government is 
sworn to change, owes its ori- 
gins in part to 1968. In the 12 
years after the revolt, welfare 
spending rose by 10 per cent of 
GNP; the annual hiring of state 
employees increased! by one- 
third. By the end of the 1970s, 
unemployment was also rising 
to its present steep level 
(3,000,000, compared to. 
200,000 in 1968). But the pain 
of high joblessness - felt most- 
ly by the working class until re- 
cently —has left the former *68 
students, and their uttefiechial 
successors, relatively unmoved. 



Yeltsin’s words go 
missing on the Net 


By- Phil Reeves 

in Moscow 

WITH a team of advisers on 
hand to correct any gaffes and 
io edit bis lengthy replies, Boris 
Yeltsin made his first public ap- 
pearance in cyberspace yester- 
day and - even in this spin 
darter's paradise - became the 
focus of a strange controversy. 

Following m the footsteps of 
a diverse crowd of celebrities - 
from MBthafl Gorbachev and 
Tony Hair to the disgraced Los 
Angeles detective Mark 
Hifctman-fhe Russian president 
spent half an hour as the on-line 
guest of the US cable company 
MSNBC in an event that was, 
absurdly, termed a “chat”. 

IDs performance, billed by 
one Moscow Internet provider 
as “the coolest site of the day?, 
was enfousiastieally anticipated 
in his vast home country, where 


it featured prominently on tele- 
vision news bulletins' ail day. In 
remarks that raise as many 
concerns as they fay to rest, bis 
on-line audience read that be 
was hying to prove that he was 
in good shape, and that he was 
- sic - in “GOOD health”. 

The 67-year-old president, 
who tends to oscillate from in- 
somniac hyperactivity to ex- 
hausted inactivity, said he 
started the day “at 5am", hav- 
ing woken at 4am. “It does not 
affect either my appearance or 
my energy. We don’t know what 
will happen in our lives, but now 
I am in good health. In the 
future I don’t know." 

At this point, the mystery 
arose. According to a transcript 
from MSNBC Mr Yeltsin made 
an unclear reference to the next 
election, which could have been 
taken as a hint that he had not 
ruled out a third term. “As for 


the presidency, for the year 
2000 we still have two years. 
We’ll see." However, these 
words were not present in a 
Kremlin transcript of the event 

Answering a question about 
his younger daughter, Tatyana, 
a senior adriser, he announced 
that Russia was “not prepared 
... for my daughter, or any 
other woman at this time." 

It appears the country once 
governed by Catherine the 
Great and which reveres Mar- 
garet Thatcher is riot ready for 
another matriarchy. Which is 
not to say that, in the president’s 
eyes, women have no contri- 
bution to make. Mr Yeltsin 
praised his wife, Naina, and two 
daughters for taking care of him. 

The Internet session was 
part of a move to raise Mr 
Yeltsin’s international profile in 
the run-up to this week’s G8 
summit in Birmingham. 
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Racism seeps 


into respectable 
German life 


By Imre Karacs 

in Bohn 


GERMANY’S most sensa- 
tionalist tabloid. BUd Zetiung, 
stunned its readers yesterday by 
claiming that foreigners in their 
midst were no more inclined to 
cri m i nal ity than the natives. 

In a prominently displayed 
article on “beer-hall preju- 
dices'’. the paper set out to dis- 
pel myths that few politicians 
have had the courage to rebut 
in the run-up to September's 
elections. “Internal security” is 
one of the main themes of the 
campaign, and the threat to it 
is ahnost invariably perceived to 
he coming from outsiders. 

Now the right-wing BUd 
wants to put the record straight 
The crime statistics blurted out 
by politicians are misleading, K 
warns. Some 28 per cent of all 
crime is attributed to foreigners, 
who account for less than 9 per 
cent of the population. But 
these offences indude infringe- 
ments of immigration rules, the 
paper notes. A foreigner who 
sneaks into the country is thus 
a criminal on arrival. However, 
“among foreigners who have 



Helmut Kohl: 'Foreigners 
who break the law can make 
themselves scarce' 


lived witirosfora long time, the 


crime rate is lower than among 
German citizens". 

Coming from BUd , this kind 
of expose is no less startling than 
a pro-German editorial would 
be in the Sun. For readers who 
could bear to continue, a litany 
of negatives by in store. It was 
not true settlers from the for- 
mer Soviet Union were being 
pampered with generous state 
handouts and pensions, the ar- 
ticle declared. And, most shock- 
ingly, foreigners did NOT take 
away jobs from Germans. They 
mostly did work no German was 

prepared to do. The country had 

to import 180,000 seasonal 
workers from Eastern Europe, 
for instance, to help with this 
year’s harvest. 

For all BUiTs commendable 
effort, it would be premature to 
expert the beer halls to transform 
into temples of multi-cuituralisni 
overnight Record unemploy' 
ment is gttoeratirg an underdass 
seething with discontent, and it 
is not easy to blind their preju- 
dice with simp le arithmetic. The 
angry young men of Saxony- An- 
halt. who flocked to the racist 
German People’s Union (DVU) 


in last month’s vote will not re- 
nounce xenophobia just because 
hardly any foreigners live in 
their Land. 

The problem is (hat anxiety 
about foreign influences is not 
confined to society’s losers. 
“Foreigners arc guests in our 
country," declared a visiting 
politician from Bonn, address- 
ing a rally four days before the 
Saxony-Anhait vote on (he mar- 
ket square of Magdeburg. He 
was spealring about crime at this 
point, and could not help notic- 
ing all the DVU posters on the 
lamp-posts. “Criminal For- 
eigners Out,” the posters 
screamed. “Foreigners who do 
not abide by the law can make 
themselves scarce,” intoned the 
statesman on the rostrum. His 
name was Helmut Kohl: the 
same man who brought us the 
euro and all that peace and har- 
mony on our continent. 

Hb remark was barely noticed 
by the German media. The “link- 
age” between crime and foreign 
origin is an axiom. Russians are 
brothel-keepers or gangsters, 
Poles are indolent car thieves or 
hyper-active building labourers 
who steal German jobs, and 
Africans are shop-lifters. 

The biggest groups, the 
Turks, are something else. As ! 
BUd points out, the criminal rate j 
among them is extremely low. 
yet they are seen to pose other 
dangers to German society. 
Turks are said to be given to re- 
ligious fanaticism; their alien 
ways trouble the majority. 
There is just one MP of Turk- 
ish origin - a Green. 

A tiny proportion of “guest 
workers" have obtained Ger- 
man passports in the past quar- 
ter-century. A recent attempt to 
offer third-generation immi- 
grants the prospect of automatic 
German citizenship was torpe- 
doed earlier this year by right' 
wingers in Chancellor Kohl’s 
coalition. Non-Germans, as Mr 
Kohl emphasises, must remain 
“guests”. Prospects for social ad- 
vancement in this limbo are, 
therefore, limited. 

In reality, “foreigners” and 
German thoroughbreds live to- 
gether without much friction, at 
least in the west. The only rea- 
son the “foreigner question" has 
gained such prominence recently 
is that Chancellor Kohl has an 
election town in September. 

He cannot, as be would like, 
campaign on tax reform and job 
creation, because be has already 
failed to deliver on past 
promises. He cannot trumpet 
has greatest achievement - Eu- 
ropean monetary union - be- 
cause the majority of Germans 
detest the euro. That leaves him 
“internal security", the magic 
phrase that hits the right-wing 
button every time. And since be 
has had 16 years to strengthen 
law and order, the problem 
needing to be fixed must be a 
new one. Step right forward, you 
malingering “guests”. 

The opposition must remain 
silent, because they are seen to 
be lacking foreigner-hashing 
credentials. “There are two 
kinds of election themes," a se- 


Nation debates best 


place for the comma 


COMMAS, hyphens and dou- 
ble consonants hurtled 
through the air in Germany’s 


Gonsuiuuuuu/ 1 J — u* 

as its venerable judges in vel- 
vet robes grappa wife die- 

tionarie, writes Im&iKanJCS- it 

was fee first day of feeir de- 
liberations over greatest 

. — ■ - - M .3 
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German-speaking people this 

century 

Since 1901 philologists 
have been frying to 
orerfeecoiWctspeHingrfm- 
ported words like -restao- 

rant" and the arcane rales oT 

^.dW-AI/m.bejUdof 


Od. <■>****» to 


his children “no longer know 

what is right”. 

The plaintiffs twins are 
nine years old. In their first 
years at school, feeywevreB 
on their way to learning the 
212 rales pertaining to Ger- 
man spelling- After the re- 
form, only 112 are to remain. 

And to prove that the 
scholars have not wasted the 
p»tf 07 years, they have also 
discarded many of the com-. 
m« that bedevil the average 
fi rman sentence. Tbe new 
user-friendly German is de- 
mocratic, too. For fee first 
time in a cento* writers wfl! 

be ghen a choice of spellings 

for some words. Unfortu- 
nately, whfle fee number of 
roles may have been reduced. 


the books have 

but in place of the 

endeavour hud sought tom- 

. . mns. One of fee 


ate! dtuos reins- One of the 
took the * 

rule-book to fee country s 
supreme lefpii authority says 


TIH* IIHUILA4 ui — 

gone up proportionately. 

That is not what bothers 
the twins, howevet The re- 
form has faced a series ofle- 
gal challenges. A verdict is 
expected in September; at the 
start of the new school yean 


oior Social Democrat campaign 
manager explained recently. 
“Winning themes, such as em- 
ployment, training and the fam- 
ily. And there are positioning 
themes. Internal security be- 
longs to the latter. In this area 
we cannot win -wc can only po- 
sition ourselves.” 

That means keeping their 
beads down. Last year, Gerhard 
Schroder, the Soda! Democrats' 
chancellor candidate, tried to 
steal some right-wing clothes by 
advocating deportation for “for- 
eign criminals". The new poli- 
cy was given a test-run at 
regional elections in Hamburg, 
where it only succeeded in 
boosting the vote of the DVU. 

Leader, page 18 



Despite the low crime rate among Turks, many Germans are troubled by their 'alien ways* 
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They are just children. They are hungry. They are 
exhausted. And they are just two of the thousands 
of children who are walking for days to reach 
feeding centres. But when they get there, there’s still 
no guarantee they’ll receive the food and medicine 
they desperately need. 


Supplies for these children are critically low and 
there simply isn’t enough food to go round. Only 
those closest to death can be fed. The others wait - in 
agony and in fear. 


But now there is hope. Improved access to the stricken 
areas now gives UNICEF the chance to airlift more 
vital supplies of food and medicine to eight feeding 
centres. This is the opportunity we’ve been waiting 
for - the chance to get enough help through to the 
starving children, as well as ensure that crops are 
planted in time for the next harvest 
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a famine in Sudan. But as we rely on voluntary 
donations, we urgently need your help. 
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We are in a deadly race against time. If we lose that 
race, thousands of children will certainly die. If we 
win it, a whole generation can be saved. Please send 
what you can. 
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World turns on 


India over N-tests 


By Pater Popham 

nDdhi 


INDIA spent an uncxnnfoitable first 
day as the sixth and latest member 
of the dub of selfKiedared nuclear 
nations. Australia and New Zealand 
recalled their high commissioners, 
Japan threatened to cm off aid, Chi- 
na said it was “gravely concerned*' 
and everyone from the UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan to BQI Clinton 
wagged their beads sorrowfully at the 
testing of three nuclear weapons, in- 
cluding an H-bomb, at an under- 
ground site in tbe Rajasthan desert 

Closer to home, however, the 
news was greeted with delight Pak- 
istan was caught off balance and ap- 
peared stunned. Dominating the 
front page of Dawn, a respected Pak- 
istani national daily, was an enormous 

colour photograph of a mushroom 
cloud, uncaptioned. Pakistan's For- 
eign Minister, Gchar Ayub Khan, told 
parliament: “The responsibility for 
dealing a death blow to the global 
efforts of nudear non-proliferation 
rests squarely with India.” 

FhJristan’s top nudear scientist Dr 
Abdul QadeerKban, spoke truthfully 
when he said: “We had been feeling 
for a long time that India will carry 
out a thermonuclear test" But that 
was foe beauty of India’s timing : 24 
years is a long time to wait for the 
other shoe to drop, and so well was 
the secret of the test protected that 
the rest of the world had to scram- 
ble to respond. 

One reason that even India’s 
neighbours were lulled into com- 
placency was that the Defence Min- 
ister in the coalition government. 
George Fernandes, an old-fashioned 
socialist, has in the past spoken out 
against Inffia's nudear capability. Tbe 
government’s “National Agenda for 


Governance’', echoing the mani- 
festo of the Bharatiya JanataJ^rty, 
the Hindu oationalsts who dominate 
it, had trailed Monday's tcfct with 
what appears with hindsight to be 
Stark clarity: “lb ensure the securi- 
ty, territorial integrity and unity of 
India,” it stated, “we will ... exercise 
the option to induct nuclear 
weapons.” But everyone, including 
many inside the government, as- 
sumed such an event must be a long 
way down the road; the more so be- 
cause Mr Fernandes had implied that 
“exercising” that option would not 
take place until the newly established 
National Security Council had car- 
ried out its strategic defence review. 


CIA caught napping 


The chairman of d»e US Senate in- 
telligence committee yesterday 
called the ClAa apparent failure to 
pick up India's nudear test prepa- 
rations yesterday as a “colossal feS- 
ure ... perhaps the biggest one in 
recent years”, writes Mary De- 
jevsky. Calling for hearings as ear- 
ly as this week. Richard Shelby sakfc 
“We want to know why this hap- 
pened, how this happened, who 
was asleep, why they were asleep.” 


Tbe Indian media’s response was 
jubOant “The thermonuclear ex- 
plosion on Monday has placed India 
next only to the United States and 
Russia in terms of nudear capabil- 
ity,” the Times of India quoted “de- 
fence experts” as saying. “Explosion 
of self-esteem,” burbled the Pioneer. 
The Economic Times warned of the 
risk of “economic implosion”, and a 
columnist in the same paper opined 
that the test “shifts India from the 
sensible position of aiming for de- 


terrence capacity to the delusion of 
grandeur that h should aim for su- 
perpower status”. But these were 
lonely voices. 

As the government is led by Hin- 
du nation alrsK, who have not held 
power for more than a fbrtrrigbt be- 
fore and who are* often labelled 
“fascists" tty their opponents, some 
foreign cpmmentatorehaveseen the 
hand of political extremism behind 
the nudear tests. In one sense this is 
correct: the Congress government of 
Nara rimhft Ran wax HksnarW I frr»m 

testing weapons in 1995 by Ameri- 
can threats of sanctions, and the 
dithering of this government’s pre- 
decessor, foe inappropriately named 
United Front, could never have sum- 
moned die necessary resolution. 
This sudden and bold initiative re- 
veals a new and decisive attitude in 
Indian government - one whose 
first imperative, one might say. is not 
to be cowed. 

■ But the inference that this push- 
es the government into an extreme 
position vis-d-vis their parliamentary 
opponents is quite wrong. Spokesmen 
of parties, representing nearly all 
shades of opinion (except the Marx- 
ist left, which said nothing) joined in 
congratulating the government “It is 
a matter of pride, and it proves In- 
dia is second to none,” said the for- 
mer prime minister, Inder Gujral. 
Madhavrao Scindia of tbe Congress 
party said: “The tests are the logical 
culmination of the process initiated 
by Indira Gandhi in 1974. Every sov- 
ereign country needs to ensure that 
‘adequate steps are taken to safegiard 
tbe country’s security interest” 

Such opinions echo the common 
man's view that, for all its great size, 
India is pushed around by other na- 
tions far too easily. Monday put a 
stop to that notion. 
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Albright gambles on PR battle with Israel 


By Mary Dejevsky 

in Washington 


THE UNITED STATES Adminis- 
tration brought its diplomatic stand- 
off with Israel into tbe public arena 
yesterday in a bold and calculated 
move to turn up the pressure on the 
Israeli prime minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, and win the battle for 
public opinion. 

Less than 24 hours before Mr Ne- 
tanyahu was due to meetthe US Sec- 
retary of State, Madeleine Albright, 


for a make-or-break meeting on the 
peace process in Washington, Ms Al- 
bright gave a lecture to the Nation- 
al Press Club in the US capital 

setting out some of the US peace pro- 
posals that Israel has been so reluc- 
tant to embrace. 

The lecture, arranged less than a 
day ia advance and designed for an 
audience that would indude all ma- 
jor media outlets and commentators 
in the US capital, represented a di- . 
red challenge to Mr Netanyahu. He 
had indicated he would use a private 


visitto the US later this week to take 

his case straight to the American pub- 
lic and lobby personalty on Capitol 
HflL 

It was also a challenge to the in- 
fluential Jewish lobby which last 
month persuaded SI out of 100 
Senators to sign an open letter to 
President BiD Clinton appealing to 
him not to make the terms of the lat- 
est US peace proposals public. The 
letter argued such tactics would 
bring unacceptable pressure to bear 
on Israel and undermine Mr Ne- 


tanyahu's negotiating position. A ma- 
jor Jewish group yesterday request- 
ed an urgent meeting with Mr 
Clinton, saying it was concerned 
about a possible change inUS 
Middle East policy. . 

Some of the details of the US pro- 
posals, indudinga plan to give Israel 
a contingency role in the security of 
part of the land that would revertto 
Palestinian rule,, have gradually 
seeped into the public domain. Most 
of die specifics, though, have been 
kept under wraps. 
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industries wither 


Aklhito bid to 
bury hatchet 


TEST DRIVE THE LATEST MODELS 3 

' 7 % 

■ MEET THE TOP GEAR TEAM 


■*0 - 

CO-PILOT A SEAT RALLY CAR 


j, • TEST YOUR KARTING SKILL 

Vmr 


SLIDE OFF TO THE LOMBARD ACTIVITY ZONE 
• RIDE HIGH IN A HELICOPTER 


• DRIVE mH PROFESSIONAL RACERS 
WATCH AWESOME STUNTS AND DISPLAYS 
• SEE THE SEXIEST SUPERBIKES 


CAUL MOW OM OUR 
CREDIT CARD HOTLINE: 



ZAMBIA has become a nation 
of Ciadere. It is impossible to eh- 
ter a shop or office in central 
Lusaka without having to 
squeeze through row after row 
of ramshackle roadside stalls. 

On the main streets they sell 
shoes, bags, clothes, electrical 
equipment. In residential areas 
it is small amounts of food or 
individual cigarettes arranged in 
delicate patterns to disguise 
the fact that the seller has not 
much stock. 

“It's great," a "Wbrid Bank of- 
ficial told me, “economic ac- 
tivity on such a scale has to be 
a gpod sign.” He would say that. 
Street trading sprang up in 
1993 soon after Zambia's new 
government brought in an eco- 
nomic-reform programme in- 
spired fcy the World Bank and 
IMF. In Zambia today no one 
seems to make, mine or grow 
anything: they are all selling to 
one another. 

When you look closely at the 
stalls you find they are selling 
identical produce at identical 
prices. And business is poor. 
“You can go all day without sell- 
ing,” said a trader who travels 
to Zimbabwe by bus to buy 
stock. “That's terrible, because 
you have to sell at knockdown 
prices, so turnover is crucial." 

Ax the poorer end of the 
scale the shanty trader can end 
up eating unbought stock, leav- 
ing no money to replenish it “I 
used to sell tomatoes but too 
much didn't sell and went bad. 
So 1 Switched to this,” said 
Matilda Fhiria, a widow. She 
now smashes rock into gravel 
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EMPEROR Akihito ac- 
knowledged that the Second. 
World War still haunted 
Japan’s relations with Britain, 
but pledged to work for im- 
proved ties during his state vis- 
it He made the remarks at a 
rare briefing at which he called 
the war “very unfortunate”. 
The comments appeared de- 
signed in part to head off 
criticism of the visit from 
British veterans. — Afi Tokyo 


Former minister 
killed in Colombia 
election violence : 


By Phfl Davison 


Kosovo clash 


AFRICA 


PaulYaflety 


in the hope of making a little 
money selling it to a builder. 

A diplomat from one of the 
nations to which Zambia owes 
a laige chunk of its foreign debt 
said: “It’s all trade, and it’s good 
If maize passes through Zam- 
bia in transit from South Africa 
to tbe Congo that’s a worthwhile 
trade. It creates jobs.” 

Things look different to the 
hungry of the Copper Belt who 
see the cereal pass by on its way 
to the Congo, where it sells at 
a good price. The market is 
working perfeetty in this, match- 
ing supply to demand, taking the 
food to where there is the mon- 
ey to pay for iL The shame is 
that ordinary Zambians do not 
have the cash, nor do their 
businessmen. Part of the reform 
demanded by the West is large- 
scale privatisation. Some 215 of 
the 315 state businesses have 
been sold in a programme 
which the World Bank sees as 
“the wonder of Africa”. 

But Zambian entrepreneurs 
cannot afford to buy. Most of 
the businesses have been sold 
to foreigners. 


TWO ethnic Albanians were 
killed and a policeman was 
wounded m Pristina, capital of 
Serbia’s southern province of 
Kosovo. Fighting between po- 
lice and separatists has been 
moving closer to Pristina in re- 
cent weeks. — Reuters, Pristina 


Whale toll 


MORE than 18,000 whales 
have been killed since a mora- 
torium came into effect 12 
years ago, the World Wildlife 
Fund said. Norway and Japan 
received the harshest criti- 
cism. A legal loophole allows 
them to kill whales for “sci- 
entific reasons". 

— AP, Good, Switzerland 


Tsar’s cross 


CROSSES for the tombs of 
Thar Nicholas Q and his fam- 
ily will be cut from a cypress 
from tbe family's former estate 
at Uvadia in the Crimea. Rus- 
sia's last tsar is to be buried in 
St Petersburg on 17 Juty, the 
80th anniversary of his exe- 
cution by the Bolsheviks. Tbe 
family spent its last summers 
atLivadia. — AP, Moscow 


COLOMBIA'S presidential 
election campaign was thrown 
into turmoil yesterday after a for- 
mer defence minister was shot 
dead in the capital, Bogota. 

Retired General Fernando 
La n dazabal Reyes, 76, defence 
minister in the early Eighties 
and adviser to presidential can- 
didate General Harold Bedoya, 
was walking alone from his 
apartment to his office in north- 
ern Bogota when two men 
pulled alongside in a red car, 
and shot him three times in the 
head. The car was later found 
abandoned nearby. 

General Bedoya is running 
a distant fourth in the 31 May 
presidential election, which has 
already been marred tty a series 
of killings, bomb blasts oh can- 
didates’ offices, left-wing guer- 
rilla attacks and massacres by 
r^t^wmgpaxamiljtaiy. But de- 
spite haring little. 1 chance of 
the presidency. General Bedoya 
has become an influential po- 
litical figure through an ag- 
gressive campaign. 

As General Landazabal ’s 
body, covered by a sheet, lay on 
the pavement yesterday morn- 
ing, Colombia’s army com- 
mander General Hugo Galan 
said tbe killing could have been 
the work of any of various sides 
in Colombia's violence. “Sub- 
versives [left-wing guerrillas] 
could be behind iL Private jus- 
‘ tice could be behind it,” he said. 

There was immediate wide- 
spread speculation that left- 


wingers may have killed the con- 
aen&tive retired general in re - 
taliation for last month’s 
assassinations of a leaffing.hu- 
man rights lawyer and a former 
communist party activist. Many 
Colombians believe right-wing 
“death squads,” possibly linked 
with the armed forces, were be- 
hind those killings. 

General Lancfazahaf, defence 
minister of President Bdisario 
Betancur in the early Eighties, 
was sacked in 1984 after publicly 
opposing proposed peace talks 
between the Betancur govern- 
ment and Marxist rebels. 

Yesterday, he Was walking 
from his home to his office as 
he did every rooming. He bad 
stopped using bodyguards many 
years ago, friends said. Shortly 
before 8am, neighbours heard 
four shots, saw the retired gen- 
eral slumped on the pavement 
and saw a red car screech away. 

“This act is part of the es- 
calating violence that is at- 
tempting to destabilize the 
electoral process by means of 
ideological crimes and radical- 
ize positions against peace,” 
President Ernesto Samper said 
after the murder. 

Mr Samper was badly taint- 
ed tty accusations that he re- 
ceived funds from the Cali 
cocaine cartel during his 1994 
election campaign, and is" not 
running on 31 May. Andres Pas- 
trana, a former mayor of Bch 
gota, is the clear front-runner, . 
although short of the 50 per cent 

vote needed to avoid a head-to- 

head run-off next month with 
the second-placed finisher. 
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Sorry seems 


to be the 


hardest word 


Sir Elton John and his manager John Reid have been friends for years and suffered 
their fair share of rows. So why have they split up for good? By Pierre Perrone 


THE ANNOUNCEMENT yesterday that 
Sir Elton John had parted with long-time 
manager John Reid may have surprised 
most people but the writing was probably 
on the wall at the beginning of the year. 

Back in January, disclosures of Sir 
Elton's lavish lifestyle and spiralling ex- 
penses made the Daily Minor front page. 
Trainee solicitor and obsessive Eton afi- 
cionado Benjamin Pell had hacked into' 
{Various computers connected to the 
•inger s organisation. PeU had also sifted 
hrough dustbins outside the offices of 
oim Reid Enterprises and obtained cred* 
[-card statements. 

The tabloids had a field day, highiight- 
ng an occasion when Sir Elton had spent 
nore than half a million pounds in 24 hours. 
Visits to jewellers, designer shops, florists 
ind auction houses were all taking their toll 
>n the superstar's finances. A warning let- 
ter from accountants Price Waterhouse to 
Sir Elton’s management rang alarm bells. 
Despite an upcoming world tour, a spon- 
sorship agreement with Citibank and a 
rtmltimillion-doUar deal to write more 
Disney soundtracks, the singer was said to 
be eight weeks away from running out of 
cash. Sure, money was still rolling in, but 
with earnings from all his single releases 
going his AIDS foundation and the huge 
royalties from Candle In The Wind ear- 
marked for the Diana Fund, be had to slow 
down the rale of his spending. 

Reid, a long-time associate and confidant, 
probably read the singer the riot act to try 


to help him get his finances and bis act in 
order. Hie pair had a tumultuous relation- 
ship over the years and even fought physi- 
cally heftyp. wWdng and mnkrrvg nfi Thkrjmp^ 

however, there seemed to be no going bark. 

Coming from a working-class back- 
ground in Paisley, Reidcan be bl uni at times. 
He studied to be a marine engineer and for 
a while, he performed with a folk group 
around his native Scotland. In 1969. when 
he was only 20, Reid moved to London to 
work for Ardmore-Beediwood, a music 
publishing firm which was part of EMI. 

Keen and knowledgeable, Reid became 
UK manager for the American Ihmla 
Motown label, then distributed by EMI. He 
would select releases for the British mar- 
ket and work on their promotion. His busi- 
ness acumen led him to pick “Tears Of A 
down", a 1967 Smokey Robinson and The 
Miracles album track, for single release. 
When the song reached number one in 
Britain, the American company followed 
suit and the US release sold more than a 
million copies in 1970. 

Elton John, then a struggling per- 
former but already a big soul fan and com- 
pulsive record collector, visited friend 
David Cocker at EML Reid's office was the 
next one along the corridor of EMI old’s 
Manchester Square headquarters and all 
three would chat away about music for 
hours. Soon Reid and Elton became more 
than pure flatmates. Reid arranged for El- 
ton to meet one of his idols, Stevie Won- 
der. Later, Reid accompanied Elton on his 



Beryl Bainbridge is finished wrth her native city. That didn't stop her partly setting her latest novel there. By Michael Glover 


(high, neo-classical book 
shelving; a lovely, velvet-cover- 

1. J FrAm to 


first American tour. Over the years, the 
singer had been advised and managed by 
the tikes of Muff Wmwood, song publish- 
er Dick James (who was later sued by Elton 
for control over his publishing), Steve 
Brown and Ray Williams. In March 1971, 
the singer appointed Reid as his manager 
in place of the latter. 

Within a year, the businessman formed 
John Reid Enterprises. As Elion took off 
around the world, he negotiated a huge 
American deal with Records, for $8m 

dollars over five years. In 1973, like the Bea- 
tles and the Rolling Stones before him, 
Elton decided to form his own record com- 
pany: Rocket Records. 

Reid was heavily involved, along with 
Elton associates, such as lyricist Bernie 
Taupin and producer Gus Dudgeon. The 
Rocket team helped mastermind the mid- 
1970s comeback of Neil Sedaka and gave 
Cliff Richard bis first Top Ten bit in the 
US with "Devil ’Woman”. However, the la- 
bel's 'biggest success came in 1976 with 
“Don’t Go Breaking My Heart", Elton’s 
infectious duet with Kiki Dee. Other acts 
to appear on Rocket included Judie Tzizke 
and The Lambrettas, but rumoured link- 
ups with Queen and 10CC. which would 
have put the label on a stronger footing, 
never materialised. ' 

Over theyeais, Reid has acted as man- 
ager and consultant for various artists in- 
cluding Queen, KQd Dee, Simple Minds, 
BQly Connolly, Barry Humphries (and his 
Dame Edna alter-ego), George Michael 
and until the end of last year, Riverdance 
star Michael Flatley. Yet, Reid never quite 
managed to establish a powefbase away 
from his main artist and major client 

Sometimes difficult always neatly 
dressed something of a gourmet, bon vivant 
and an amateur cook, “Reidy" (as his as- 
sociates are allowed to call him) seemed 
to have overcome his drinking problem 
around the sale time as his charge fought 
his various addictions. Reid often de- 
fended Elton to the hilt In 1974, he even 
served three weeks in jail after punching 
journalist David Wheeler in New Z ea land 
Reid has already earned a fortune put at 
a conservative $100m. 

For Sir Elton, a possible way out of the 
financial mire and undoubtedly huge 
finan cial settlement coming Reid's way 
would be a stockmaxket listing h la David 
Bowie. Investors could buy shares in him 
and profit from investing in a song cata- 
logue which is reportedly worth more 
than £100m. Lyricist Benzie Taupin will 
have his say on the matter. 



Sir Elton with John Reid (above) in happier times, and with other long-term friend Bernie Taupin (left) 


HARD MEN; MANAGERS WITH ATTITUDE 


Don Arden 

Over the years, represented The Small 
Faces, The Move, Black Sabbath and 
Electric Light Orchestra. Not averse to 
dangling rival managers from windows. 
The (axe and infamous Peter Grant, who 
oversaw the rise of Led Zeppelin, 
learned most of tricks from him. 


members of The Who. Judas Priest 
4 pd Curve. . 


Roger Davies 

The Australian single-handedly 
resurrected the careers of Tina Turner 
and Joe Cocker. Now handles M- People 
and Janet Jackson In Europe. 


secure for his ABCKO company the. 
whole of the publishing of The Verve's 
“Bittersweet Symphony” after the band 
admitted to sampling an orchestral 
version of “The Last Time". 


Bill Curbishley 

Helped The Who sort out their finances 
after they left Chris Stamp and Kit 
Lambert. Now looks after Jimmy Page 
and Robert Plant, as well as surviving 


Allan Klein 

In the late 1960s, renegotiated deals for 
The Rolling Stones and The Beaties. Was 
later sued by Paul McCartney over the 
break-up of Apple. Recently managed to 


Rod Smallwood 

Nicknamed small- wallet, the Iron Maiden 
manager has cornered the heavy metal 
market (Bruce Dickinson, Wasp, 
Helloween) but shows signs of 
diversifying with Catherine Wheel and 
Feline. Recently floated his Sanctuary 
company on the stockmarkec 


It’s not the leaving of Liverpool that grieves me 


ineiviDg; a iuvciy, vatsi-vu-vi- 
:d window scat from which to 
idmire a prospect of beeches; 
i docile, sun-struck audience; 

A I J..— 1.. the fnrp- 


i uocue* sun-suutN auuivuvw, 
rod, suddenly in the fore- 
ground, a single jarring note; 
.nmd email elitrht women . 


JiUUUU, a fc> > 

iome small, slight women, 
jurtyings lurchin& up the room 
nwnrds a table, clutching a thin 


jurrymg, iuiwuus, 

awards a table, clutching a thin 
wok and a spilling wine glass, 
■ n Irwin minutps late for an 3D" 


wok and a spilling wme 
1 0 long minutes late for an ap- 
wintment with herself. 

D,«i1 BoinhrirtoP. till 


inimem wiui 

Beryl Bainbridge turns to 
face us. The face, gaunt, in- 
tense, tapering, is rather 


tense, tapenng, is rancr 
seamed and crumpled looking 
as if it’s spent too long beneath 
the old horse-hair mattress on 
.i j. iwot imn. hed no in the 


UJC — _ 

ihat cast-iron-bed up in the 
attic. She is wearing a flower- 

. i _ . on al. 


& 


attic, one is — . 

print frock underneath an al- 
most ankle-length coat 
high, puffed shoulders that 
looks as though it might once 
have belonged to one of the 
highway men that frequented 
Sparks -until the motor- 
car killed them off. 

She switches on the intense 
light of her smile, switches it 
off again, and then apologias 
for herself, guile needlessly. 

“Although it is partly sot muv- 

KMSSS-S 

nto it - “in a Liverpool ac- 
sni," she says, f S° “ 

laughter of LiveipooLjRr a 

,aru I was sent ■°. eocu *”? 
lasses as a little 6*1- “J 
nvwav, the 

ou hear on tele^on^ 

| 3 «-atwteuirorC 1 1 la_Black 

are pure pastiche... , she 



To hear 
Bainbridge 
read is like 
watching someone 
unpack a fine 
set of tools. 

When It comes 
to questions, she 
belts them all 
straight back 

Photograph; 

Tim O'SulIrvan/FSP 


hisses disapprovingly. She 
beads towards the audience ns 
die reads, one hand propped 
against the back of; a chair. The 

other swarms around in the air, 

gesturing, stabbing out- She 
speaks vehemently, matter of 
fectiy, as if this is the plainest 
of plain tales, and it's just a 
matter of ramming it down our 
throats. Her mouth is very 


mobile., and often very wide 
open, too, when she reads. 

Thfinovelisset,inpart,dur- 
mg the Crimean \*6r. When she 
describes the dead man with 
flies buzzing at his mouth, his 
flesh die colour of bad meat, 
she pauses, biting down cm her 
lip. There soot a word to spare 
about tiiis writing, and to hear 
her reading ii is like watching 


someone unpack a fine set of 
precision took. 

When it comes to questions, 
she belts them aQ straight hade. 
She's sitting on the chair now, 
but leaning forward and out of 
h, alert, combative, which means 
that the chair is on tiro legs the 
whole time. No,she’s not much 
of a reader of contemporary fic- 
tion. Why should she read 


Rushdie? She doesn’t know a 
thing about India, and she 
doesn’t want to know. It’s so far 
from Liverpool. She’s never 
read Evelyn Waugh either. She 
found him so peculiar because 
he never actually described any- 
body. Then she flunks for a 
minute, chewing on that lower 
lip again. “When I was young, 
I read that chap who died on a 


motorbike - was it Dermot 
Walsh... Welch? I don’t re- 
member a thing that he wrote 
now though.” 

Her own first novel, Harriet 
Said, seemed a marvel to her, 
so lyrical such a wonderful evo- 
cation of her own childhood - 
until she suddenly realised that 
it had no plot. So ’she pinched 
one from a newspaper that 
story about the two tittle girls 
who killed their mother in 
New Zealand years ago. Every 
novel needs a plot just tike a 
piece of sculpture needs an ar- 
mature -something to hang the 
whole thing on. And news- 
papers are veiy good places to 
find them. And does she ever 
go back to Liverpool? Asks a 
young Liverpudlian gill speak- 
ing in an accent that sounds 
suspiciously tike a pastiche of 
Cilia Black’s. She used to - but 
not anymore. “Tve finished 
with Liverpool,’ 7 replies Bain- 
bridge. “It’s all gone, all the old 
streets. Everybody’s died...” 

Then she glances around, 
half expectantly. Her eyes 
swim behind ber spectacles. 
“Apart from the ones that 
keep turning up at book 
talks.** She stabs at the table 
with her finger end. “Do you 
know why we came down here 
in 1963 in the first place? Be- 
cause my brother had been 
peed on in the playground, and 
they thought the schools 
would be better in London. 
How laughable.” She gives us 
a cheeky wink. 
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tickets to the Bhs Graduate 
Fashion Week 
Gala Show 


Showcasing the future of 
fashion 


The world's greatest showcase for young British design 
talent - Bhs Graduate Fashion Week is re turning to 
London's South Bank this summer at jubriee Gardens 
(8-12 June). 


Do not miss this fantastic opportunity to win a pair of 
much sought after VIP tickets for the highlight of the 
week- the Gaia Show on 12 Jura, including invites to the 
exclusive Gab Show Champagne Reception and a Bhs 
voucher worth £100. 


The Show is now in its fourth year of Bhs sponsorship 
and is recognised as being the forum for aspiring 
Gallianos and Stella McCartneys to make thier impact on 
the fashion world. 


Nearly 1.000 students from 40 UK colleges wffl be 
participating in the event promising slick catwalk shows, 
dramatic stands and diverse portfolios. 


We have three pairs of tickets to win. To enter this 
competition dal the number below, answer the following 
question on line leaving your name aid full address; 


Q: How many years has Bhs sponsored 
Bhs Graduate Fashion Week? 
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When Sophy Robinson left the boardroom behind, she expected plenty of domestic help from 


her partner Things didn’t work out that 


he 



s men do 



don 



• ; 



Sophy Robinson and her children: Her partner decfined to bo photographed, on the grounds that it might embarrass him 


Phonograph: Nicola Kurtz 


WHEN I ceased to be a “my-money-is-my- 
own” free spirit on the arrival of my first 
child six years ago, deciding what was a fair 
split of the income and the domestic 
chores ail seemed pretty straightforward. 
My partner and I earned exactly the same 
amount of money, and over a relaxed din- 
ner - as much as dinner is relaxed when 
you are 40 weeks, five days and three hours 
pregnant -agreed to set up and contribute 
the same amount of our hard-earned in- 
come. into a joint bank account. Another 
glass of wine and we had agreed that the 
domestic tasks would be split evenly be- 
tween us too. It all seemed blissfully lib- 
erated, fair and well balanced. Stagger 
home, fail into bed, give bird) next day, 
freeze frame and jump six years. 

We now have three children aged 6, 4 
and 2 and all the serious “commitments” 
that entails. A house that is large enough 
to accommodate the brood and my office 
- as I now work from home. Then there 
are all those little mouths to feed, bodies 
to clothe, minds to educate, after-school 
activities to fund, birthday and Christmas 
presents to purchase - never mind the odd 
holiday in which to try and recover our san- 

ty- 

But, while the bills have become moun- 
tainous, a chasm has emerged between 
what my husband and learn. He still works 
in the City, where there has been a peri- 


od of generous bonuses, while I - having 
finally given up my seat in the boardroom 
of the communications company - have 
gone freelance and work (in theory, and 
sometimes in practice) part-time. 

M/b oqgjnafly tried to acco mm od at e this 
disparity in earning power by funding tbe 
joint account - and therefore our family 
costs -in proportion to each of our incomes. 
So when he had a good period, while my 


What started to creep 
in me was resentment; 
in him a combination of 
tunnel vision and guilt 


freelance work was a bit slow, he put sub- 
stantially more money into tbe joint account 

But steadily the calm and the balance 
has eroded There has been a creeping vol- 
unteerism on my part, and an assumption 
on his that, because I work from home, I 
work fewer hours and, therefore, that it fails 
to me to organise our domestic life. 

We both hit a really busy patch at work 
- his patch lasted for four months, and mine 


for two. Suddenly the domestic harmony 
went flying up the chimney pot. What start- 
ed to creep in me was resentment, and in 
him a combination of tunnel vision and 
guilt The single-minded pursuit of City, 
“deals” blinded him to the scuffed school '• 
shoes, tbe clutter in tbe playroom, the fes- 
tering goo under the kitchen table after 
Sunday tea and the withering house plants. 

A week passed in which we barely saw 
him, and most of the next Sunday he spent 
closeted in my office working. My temper 
snapped just before tbe children’s bath time 
and, while he put the children to bed - try- 
ing to calm screams of “mummy, we want 
mummy” - 1 fumed downstairs. “I know 
there are more important and tragic things 
in the world than this, and that I lead a 
charmed life, but this is driving me insane,” 

1 said to myself. I am a list-maker by na- 
ture, so to calm my fury I made a list (see 
right) of all the things he does, and all tbe 
things I da to keep this family ticking over. 

lb give him his due, when I showed it 
to turn, be immediately volunteered a list 
of things that he would do instead of me. 
When he got to the item “Sunday papers” 
-he looked up, puzzled and said. “What do 
you mean by ‘Sunday papers’ - that 1 spend 
a lot of lime reading them?" “No, no,” I re- 
assured him, “1 mean that you pay the 
newsagent, cancel them if we go away and 
complain if they aren't delivered on time." 


Now, tbe thing is that my man is a new 
man. A recently-divorced girlfriend of 
mine came for lunch last weekend. When 
he helped tidy the post-lunch debris away 
and then went off to check that the sir chil- 
dren weren't kflfrng eadi other upstairs, and 
stayed there with them, she remarked “My 
God, you’ve got him well trained!” 

He is a wonderful Dad-when be is here 
he plays with them, takes them out for trips, 


He spent Sunday 
working. My temper 
snapped just before the 
children's bathtime 


reads to them, dresses them (albeit eccen- 
trically) and puts them to bed. But, how do 
other working mothers manage all this 
stuff, and what is the right equation - tbe 
c oring , sharing, both partners working but 
nesting, 1990s equation. If you work tbe same 
hours as your partner but earn much less, 
do you have to pick up the domestic tab? If 
you work fewer hours, earn less and have a 
“less stressful” job, bow do you work out the 


pgfat allocation? And what is a reasonable 
amount to dump on ifre nanny, without turn- 
ing her into an exhausted grump for whom 
the children just become a list of chores? 
My answer is: 

1 . Write down your own version of mylist, 
get your partner to write one as well and 
compare notes; 

2. Decide what each of you likes to do most 
and what you like least; 

3. Dedd&hskwhal the children prefer you 
to do; 

4. Work out what you can delegate to an 
employee, whether you can afford to and 
who will manage that person; 

5. Delegate the things you both tike [east 
and that (he children don’t care about; 

6. Agree that the children need warmth, 
affection and fun, rather than a pristine 
home and worn-down drudge for a moth- 
er (or a father); 

7. Get him to write his list down, which in- 
cludes his new responsibilities, and stick tbe 
list in a very prominent place in the 
kitchen out of reach of the children; 

8. Don't take pity on him and start to do 
the things he promised to do. 

Above ah, don’t gel sidetracked by ar- 
guments about who earns what, tbe horns 
you work and the relative stress you have 
to endure. Whatever the arguments,, he 
should be doing more to help you - show 
me a man who shouldn't. 


WHAT SHE 
DOES, WHAT 
HE DOES 


Me: Hire and manage deaner 

Him: Grumbles when shirts not ironed 

He: Hire and manage nanny . 

Him: TeSs me to ted the nanny what 
not to do - - ' - 

Me: Research and fix holidays 
Hbre fixes awn skiing hoGday 
Me: Prepare, bity stuff and pack fin 

holidays . 

Him: J loads car and drives to holiday- 
location - ■ 

Me: Organise other families to holiday 

with — 

Him: Wonders wfty his'old’ friends 
don't holiday with us 
Me: Organise cleaner and b army- - ■ 
around holidays 

Me: Children's ctothes: boy, sort . 
mend, give away to charity/friend^ 
check shoesfetipperstoellies still fit — . 
either buy or ask nanny to replace; - 
dean chfldren’sshoes 
Him: Noidea what' dotheslsocks fit 
whom f ~ 

Me* Cover bn weekday mornings till 
nanny starts wotfc at 830am (he leaves 
650am) 

Hint- Cover? mast weekend mornings 
Me: Cover aUwedpd^.ni^lswheniK) 
babysitter, unless make special plea -him. 

to be back by 730pm so I can go out 
Him: Gets back by 7.45pm saying 'sor- 
ry, I just couldn't get off the phone' 

Me: Make school packed lunches etc 
Mec Check homework is done - 
Me Organise children's extra-curricu- 
lar activities 

Me Research and visit schools, get on 
waiting lists, complete forms and sort 
bills 

Him: Does make effort and often suc- 
ceeds in getting to school plays, teacher- 
feedback sessions 

Me: Organise school imiform/outfits 
for plays; order and sew labels in uni- 
forms . 

Mee Organise MOT service etc for 
both cars 

Him: Repairs bikes/takes them to bike 
shop . 

Mec Take and collect cars to/from 

garage or make sure nanny does _ 

Him: Washes & vacuums cars 

Me: Buy furniture, fittings, crockery, 

cutlery etc 

Me: Fixes breakages 

Me: Select, order and collect curtains, 

blinds etc. 

Him: Buys & replaces Iitfu bulbs 
Me: Check and pay household bills; 
organise decorators, plumbers, 
glaziers; gas man etc. 

Him: Does odd-jobs round house 
Takes rubbish to dump; does gardening, 
mows lawn; waters garden plants when 
remembers to 

Me: Witer house plants when remem- 
ber to; chuck out dead plants 
Me: Organise nappy bag, toddlers' 
items, outdoor clothes, snadcs etc for ‘ 
outings 

Hun: Is always mysteriously occupied in 
run-up to leaving house house on family 
outing 

Me; Organise friends/famfly visits and 
meals; prompt him to phone his rela- 
tives and friends 

Me: Arrange haircuts, dental, doctor's ‘ 
visits; make sure medicines adminis- 
tered 


Meanwhile, back in the Fifties 


& ' ! 


i 


i 




j 1 




V'. : 




\1 •* 

•V . •' ' m : 

V.li -Z 




r '. : ? i: 




• •• . •- r .- n 




y 


' . ,4 

t 

V 1 c 

* 


3U 


4 Housekeeping Monthly 13 May 1965 







m 


The §w*t irife's ptWe 


« Have dinner ready. Pfen ahead, even Che night before, to have & defidous 
meal ready, on time for hla return. TWsb a way of l«ang him know that you 
have been thinking about him and are concerned about Us needs. Most men 
> when they come bonne and the prospect of ft good meal 


his favourite dish) is port of the warm welcome needed. 


* Prepare yourself. Thke 15 minutes to rest so you’ll be refresbedwben be 
arrives. Touch up your make-up, put a ribbon in yoar hair and be Cresn- 
lookmg. He has Just been with n lot of work-weary people. 


Rp a fittle ffly and a little more interesting for him. Hto boring day tttsy need 
a lift and one of your duties is u> provide iL 


a Clear away the clutter. Ma ine on e last trip through the main part df the house 
Just before your husband arrives. 


Housekeeping Monthly 13 May 1955 


• Gather up schoolbooks, toys, paper etc and then run a dustdoth over the 
tables. 


Over the cooler months of the year you should prepare and ttglu a Ore for 
Mm to unwind by. Tour husband will feet he has reached a haven of rest and 
order, and It will give you a lift too. After all, catering for his comfort, win 
provide you with immense personal satisfaction. 


Prepare the children. Take a few minutes to wash the children's hands and 
bees (if they are small), comb their hair and, if necessary, change their 
clothes. They are little treasures and he would like to see them playing the 
part. Minimise all noise. At the time of his arrival, eliminate an noise or the 
washer, dryer or vacuum. TVy to encourage the children to be quiet 


* Be happy to see Mm. 


Greet Mm with a warm smile and show sincerity In your desire to please 
him. 


* listen to him. You msyhavv a dozen important things to ten him, but the 
moment of Ms arrival Is not the time. Let. him talk that -remember, his 
topics of conversation are more Important than yours. 


% Make the evening his. Never complain if.he comes home lace or goes oat to 
<fimwr, or other places of entertainment without you. Instead, try to 
understand his world of strain and pressure and his very real need to be at 
borne and relax. 


% Your goat Tiy to make sure your home is a place of peace, order and 
>ond can renew mbisdf in body and spirit. 


tranquillftj where your husband ' 

• Don't greet him with complaints and problems. 


* Don't complain if he's late home for dinner or even if he stays out an night. 
Gaunt tUs as minor compared to what he might have gone through that day. 


• Make him comfortable. Have him lean back In a comfortable chair or have 
him lie down In the bedroom. Have ft cool or warn drink ready for him. 


Arrange Ms pillow ant) offer to take off his shoes. Speak in a low, soothing 
and ptatsant voice. 


• Don't ask him questions about his actions or question hks judgment or 
integrity. Hemember, he is the master of the house and as such w|j] always 
esterase Ms win with fairness and truthfulness. You have no right to 
question him. 


% 


% A good wife always knows her place. 


AMce taken from a women’s magazine tnUstee In As Rates 
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W«d when space 

bed folds u> two when not io use, and tacks neatly away into 
a comer or behind a door. * ^ 

•n«nianrws«fuiiy sprung and is covered in a fiatiKw 

jwaidant, hardwearing attractive Aztec print fabric. Tbavcrid 

^^^'^totoom.flteanrdyftame 

*■* «, be M 

-fte.flto uwdc.wlme the k a 

Bra, OOCB) toct . conridenbt, 

ioto-t«mmty ourpttastt)aKflootot ' 


Row to Order: 

g A a 0181 540 9696 for Ae credit 

card order service 

Or fill hi tbe coupon quoting yourAtCESSATSA 
number, or send with crowed cbequc^ostal orders. 

| caslipfcase.uK 

( Thctalqwxfew GUEST BED oner. Tmebell House, 

1 Lotfonl Rad. London 5W 19 3TZ 

■This offer it vuhject to availability and UK mainland 
raden, only. Pica* allow up to 28 days for delivery, if 
mu Completely satofe! return within 7 days for a 6rtl 
refund. 


ln.lwtMitiu — rr-rfii, i 
fclOfe: 
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Pta»e«ead< 


I cnefa* t enmed dmjn*rpo ft, £ 
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Main picoino pu^ wst. £TO and **£***'■ 
£Q5, by Issey Miyake Pleats Please, 20 Brook 
Street. WJ (enq. 0171 351 0903). Liberty. Regent 
Street London W1 

Top left white cotton crumpled shirt/jacket €09. 
from Homma, at Liberty, Regem Street, 

Wl; aqua pleat skirt £195. by Katharine Ham n^, 

20 Stone Street London SW I (enq. 0171 287 6767.) 

Bottom left pink cotton shirt £58. from Jipaw 

branches nationwide (enq. 0171 
pleat skirt £IK). from Whistles, 12 St Christophers 
Place, London. Wl and 9 High Street Oxford (enq. 
017! 487 4484); black shoes, £46.95 by 
Birkenstocks, 37 Neal Street London, WC2. (mail 
order and enq. 0800 02 194) 

Above: black cotton vest 05, from Jigsaw branches 
nationwide (enq. 0171 491 4484); whh» ptet start. 
£229. by Helmut Lang from Harrods, Kmghtsbridge. 
London SWI. (enq. 0171 730 1234) 

Below: black backless vest £150, by Ann 
Demeulemeester; beige pleat start £2*. by Jean 
Paul GauWer. borfi from Harvey Nichols, 
Knlghtsbridge, London SWI (enq. 0171 235 5000.) 


-■■jt 
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Welcome pleats back into the fold 



Designers have gone 
I back to the drawing 
' board (the one in school) 
| to update the once 
■"! dreaded pleated skirt. 
j«By Tamsin Blanchard 


PHOTOGRAPHER: KEVIN FOORD 

STYLIST: CHARLIE HARRINGTON 

MAKE UP: ALEX BABSKY AT MANDY COAKLEY 
HAIR: MATTHEW CROSS AT STUART WATTS 
USING NICKY CLARKE HAIROMATHERAPY 
MODEL LOUISE LAURJTZEN AT MODELS 


FOR most women, pleated skirts have thoroughly 
nasty connotations. They bring back painful mem- 
ories of the box pleat school pinafore and the ten- 
nis skirt that was so short your regulation navy blue 
knickers were permanently on show. Box pleats, you 
see, do not suit everyone. • 

The girl who still had to lose her puppy fat would 
end up having her pleats stretched out like a con- 
certina over her wobbly hips while the skinny girl 

in the dass- the one who refused to drink her milk 

at break-time - always looked like she was drown- 
ing in an excess of grey polyester. And that was just 
box pleats. Schools with a more liberated outlook 
on uniform would allow a lock pleat or an A-line 
skirt with an inverted pleat- Both variations were 
usually made of something akin to cardboard and 
would sit stiffly on the hips. The pleat meant that 
pencil skirts with splits were strictly not allowed. 

Despite these inauspicious beg inn i n gs, pleats have 

become the fashion designer’s new best friend. Now 
we have not just box, knife, sunray or kick pleats; 
we have the conceptual pleat, a pleat fflat is 
uncompromisingly wrapped around the body like 
softly corrugated iron, courtesyof the most innov- 



ative and cerebral of designers, Rei Kawaknbo of 
Cbmme des Gareons. Such artful pleating? are only 
for the committed however (insane or otherwise). 
For the rest of us, it's back to the old school pleats 

of our youth. . 

The great turn of the century couturier Fortuny 
was the first designer to be bitten by the pleating 
bug. Where the Comme des Gareons pleats are stiff 
and rough, Mariano Fortuny’s were fluid and frag- 
ile. In 1909, Fortuny, who crossed the worlds of art, 
textiles and fashion, patented his pleating process 
inspired by Grecian robes. His Delpbos dress, along 
tube of impossibly tightly-pleated silk, was designed 
to be worn with a silk cord tied around the waist. 
It was the simplest but most effective of garments 
and is one of the great classics of twentieth centu- 
ry design. 

■ Occasionally Fortuny pleats come up for auction, 
but the process has been updated by the Japanese 
.designer Issey Miyake who has dedicated a whole 
coDection to bis stretchy synthetic pleats. He first 
introduced them to his collections in 1989 and they 
were so popular that he launched a separate line 
called Pleats Please in 1993, designed to be light. 


comfortable and to shape to the contours of the body. 
Each wearer gives the pleats their own unique shape. 
The Pleats Please range is relatively affordable (from 
£70 for a scarf up to £260 for a long coot) and is 
Miyake’s idea of a Utopian way of dressing The sim- 
plicity of the pleated fabric allows the clothes to cross 
boundaries of age and size, to be crumpled into a 
small bag Mien travelling and to be layered according 
to the temperature. 

While Mr Miyake might believe that pleats are 
for everyone, other designers are not so optimistic. 
Marc Jacobs used sunray and box pleats in his col- 
lection. leaving fashion editors walking away from 

his New York show shaking their heads despondently. 

If Kate Moss looks like a frump in bulky pleats, then 
what hope for the rest of us? 

Jacobs himself agrees that pleats are not for every 

woman. But as his and other designers’ collections 
give us little option this summer, (and the high street 
vrill follow in the autumn) we have chosen five dif- 
ferent pleats for you to consider. Just remember one 
simple rule: the bigger your hips are, the tighter the 

pleats should be. And never, ever be tempted to wear 

socks (or navy knickers) with your boa pleats. 



OUT OF THE CLOSET 


Gary Rhodes whips himself up into a frenzy 
over his passion for fancy designer suits 


I 





WHAT'S HOT 

Stain your skin with henna “tattoos , 
they won’t scar and are hip in Hollywood 

DB-II MOORE Madonna. Mira Sorvino and Uv Tyler are dl aiit. They have 
found MehndL the traditional Indian henna “tattoo . White the stars have 
STfavouZ designs painted by experts, there's a DIY versjon to tryout * 
home. If you need a hobby, or just have a lot of free tame, then you too can 

for the r* pfe.de 

eucalyptus OH and magical “mbdng crystals”, and a 

period/ It is surprising that most of the patterns are for the M- V 

suffeTfrom mundane worries such as turning on the TV or going to the toilet, 

plastic “piping cone is very tricky to use. and I had to resort to using 
cocktail stida and pins to spread the paste. Practice hard, be willing to make 
some long-lasting mistakes, and you too can look like a movie star. 


The Mehndi body painting Krt is available pom bookshops, or Boole by Post 01624 



^ bade of my wardrobe,® a Ft^t*^^ . 

MY dassic, all-time piece from fo. years of enjoyment. Vm not a real fashion 

j rm going to l«t It ma frairte Baker shirt and easy trousers,. 

device. rm ferrite menrwaar 

S bJL them. They, both 
** “ 3 huge fen. I naust have at feast three 
das* suits soft S coring ten =■"<• Jn 

it pa-omtariy bad pordaK. in tha dap* of. 

though. I red so«ks. Eery tin* I put it on. I look 

jackets should hwe been sold with a 

EteanBffa^^T^jnddeckofar*. KateUofl 

compliment^ 




.^^neOT^jfifiwi^Brtearwiw^^ 


Fm U Ibw* and ceMMT* « lc* tiw *»> |*MB t= wo* PBmasn. ’-ami SEjtfW* 
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Biotech price-tag 
on life and death 


NOW YOU know. You can’t patent a mouse. (People have tried). Why 
not? Because the European Parliament says so. The life Patents Direc- 
tive endorsed yesterday by MEPs means that the simple discovery of the 
genetic material of any living creature cannot, by and of itself, constitute 
a patentable invention and thus be exploited for commercial purposes. So, 
every time a drugs company finds a new gene it cannot automatically lay 
daim to it. No one will be able to possess the “design" of mice or rabbits 
or humans. This should be sufficient reply to those who understandably 
fear that the big drugs firms are intent on practising “bio-piracy”. The idea 
that corporations or governments could “own” the building blocks of life 
itself is indeed deeply disturbing. The European Parliament were right to 
reject this dangerous idea. 

The directive does, however, permit the patenting of genetic materi als 
if the “inventors" can demonstrate that they have developed a process or 
mechanism associated with it. So a company could “own" a very special, 
genetically manipulated, mouse that provides a test for our sensitivity to, 
say, Alzheimer s disease. The EU's decision thus preserves tile economic 
incentive for the Hoffman LaRoches and the Zenecas of this world to in- 
' vest in research. There is money to be made in the alleviation of human 
suffering, and there is nothing intrinsically wrong with this. Clearly the drag 
companies will only invest in this exciting but expensive new technology 
if there is something in <it for their shareholders. There is an increasing 
awareness of the investment potential of this field, as the frenzy of cor- 
porate activity and leaps in the stock market valuations of pharmaceuti- 
cal companies attest. 

In fact, the real, practical, ethical problem with biotechnology lies in 
the economics of the later stages of exploitation. A number of compa- 
nies are developing a gene-based test for breast cancer. If this test is 
found to be fully reliable then it will obviously have huge potential ben- 
efits and, indeed, profits attached to it. A monopoly position for the suc- 
cessful firm will be reached where life or death will be rationed by price. 
Remember that the company that perfects such a test will have had no 
need to patent the original genetic material to find itself in such a for- 
tunate position - the development of its discovery is the key element. 
But then it could also find itself in a similar position by inventing a con- 
ventional type of drug. 

The real question, therefore, is the extent to which any kind of mo- 
nopoly should be allowed to exist in the drugs market, genetic or con- 
ventional. Perhaps what the European Parliament should look at next is 
the regulation of these monopolies. The aim of a new independent “Of- 
drug", analogous to our existing utility regulators, should be to allow phar- 
maceutical companies to make adequate profits but not completely exclude 
the competition by charging excessive amounts for the licensing of prod- 
ucts. The most difficult ethical dilemmas may well end up being decid- 
ed by lay economists rather than professors of ethics or, indeed, 
parliamentarians. 


German leaders must 
turn xenophobic tide 


THESE ARE trying times in Germany. Signs of recovery similar to these 
in labour markets elsewhere are barely visible. Youth joblessness is a scan- 
dal, allowing the extreme right to make inroads in the east The Kohl gov- 
ernment stumbles while the challenging Social Democrats seemingly cannot 
decide whether to move to the right (say, on immigration) or left (on natio- 
nalisation) of the governing coalition. It's an era when scapegoats are at 
a premium, and Germany’s foreigners - legal immigrants along with asy- 
lum seekers and illegals - are in the firing line. 

It says something both reassuring and worrying that Germany's lead- 
ing tabloid the Bild Zeitung should yesterday devote a prominent article 
to rebutting the beliefs that immigrants commit more crime, live off state 
handouts and take German jobs from natives. None of those prejudices 
of course holds water. 

Germany’s problem stems from the sudden replacement of half-heart- 
ed liberalism with a harsh policy of exclusion towards asylum-seekers at a 
time when - especially in the new east German Lander - social and eco- 
nomic tensions are rife. Looked at as a whole. Germany's post-war histo- 
ry on accepting foreigners is confused. Did any German leader ever 
acknowledge that large-scale immigration from Turkey would eventually 
make for a multicultural society? Successive German governments have 
been reluctant to see that the country’s economic prosperity made it a mag- 
net not just for immigrants from the East (white and relatively easily as- 
similable) but also for arrivals from the Mediterranean littoral and, more 
recently, black Africa and the Far East. Too often, German ministers and 
officials prevaricated, frightened of confronting the shadow of the nation’s 
history. 

But now that official policy is to return all but the most obviously op- 
pressed asylum seekers, ministers are in danger of looking merely cruel - 
especially at a time when xenophobia seems to be rampant The latest man- 
ifestation is the threat by the Foreign Minister, Klaus KinkeL, (a Free De- 
mocrat) to chop the German aid budget in order to punish those 
countries, mainly African and Asian, which are not co-operating in Ger- 
many’s active repatriation policy. 

This is extraordinarily short-sighted since - ultimately - only econom- 
ic and political development will make those exporters of asylum-seekers 
fit places to live. Germany is now a great nation again, in terms of popu- 
lation and economic potency. It is time German politicians started acting 
out a role of greatness on the international stage and stopped behaving 
tike provincials playing to domestic reactionaries. 



Cook's poor judgement 


LETTERS 


Sin So what if a British company has' 
broken a UN resolution with the col- 
lusion of the Foreign Office? Should 
we not be reminding ourselves that, 
theoretically at least, the UN exists 
to further democracy and protect hu- 
man rights and if a Security Coun- 
cil resolution goes counter to these 
aims - as in this case - then it is a 
bad resolution. 

In any case, the people who are 
directly affected by this action are not 
the self-righteous members of the 
Government, the Opposition or the 
British press. They are the people of 
Sierra Leone, and has anybody both- 
ered to ask them what they think? 
We show every sign, as in so many 
things, of not being able to see the 
wood for the trees. 

None of this in anyway exoner- 
ates Robin Cook or satisfactorily ex- 
plains his behaviour. We now have 
the bizarre sight of a British Foreign 
Secretary committed to an ethical 
foreign polity condemning the im- 
plementation of a policy which was, 
in all but the narrow legal sense, com- 
pletely ethical. Sadly one is forced 
to conclude that he’s just not up to 
the job. Either in terms of his grasp 
on the affairs of his department or 
in terms of bis awareness of the po- 
litical fallout from a perceived cov- 
er-up - or possibly both - he has 
shown an extraordinary lack of 
judgement. 

STUART RUSSELL 
Cirencester, Gloucestershire 


' Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number 
Fax 0171 293 2056; e-mail : letterslQindependent. co. uk E-mail correspondents are 
asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Sir In your otherwise excellent cov- 
erage of the Sierra Leone arms 
sales by Sandline you accept two 
highly doubtful assumptions; (hat the 
UN embargo did apply to ares to the 
recognised government and to Eoo- 
mog (the military arm of the Eco- 
nomic Community of West African 
States - Ecowas); and that the joint 
action of the Sierra Leone national 
guard (Kamajors) and the Ecomog 
forces to drive out the junta of 
army mutineers and the Revolu- 
tionary United Front was somehow 
iflegaL 

The embargo was adopted on the 
initiative of the government of Sier- 
ra Leone and the Ecowas states and 
charges Ecomog and President Kab- 


bah's government to serve as imple- 
mentors. It is therefore highly im- 
plausible to suppose it was intended 
to apply to them. The UN Charier 
specifically provides for a lawful 
government under threat to seek and 
receive the assistance of friendly 
states. Sierra Leone's government did 
so and Ecowas provided assistance. 

Sandline's role appears to have 
been primarily that of a broker 
procuring arms for cash for President 
Kabbah’s government. A recognised 
government has the right to hire for- 
eign forces and Sandline's single lo- 
gistical and reconnaissance 
helicopter can hardly have been 
crucial in the context of the assault 
by 10,000 Kamajors and at least 5,000 
West African infantry backed by ar- 
tillery, armoured vehicles, at least 20 
helicopters (including gunships), as 
many fixed wing aircraft and an off- 
shore naval squadron. 

The non-communication among 
the British Diplomatic Service, For- 
eign Office officials, Foreign Office 
ministries. Ministry of Defence, DTI 
and Customs indeed appears inept 
to the point of a Carry On farce but 
is not a breach of embargo or in- 
ternational law. 

Professor REGINALD HERBOLD 
GREEN 

Lewes, East Sussex 


clear that well-targeted assistance 
could have minimised civilian suf- 
fering without compromising the 
international community’s political 
objectives. 

The restriction of humanitarian 
aid to achieve political aims is inex- 
cusable and must not become a 
precedent for future responses to 
complex emergencies. 

MARGIE BUCHANAN-SMITH 
Head of Policy, AchonAid 
London N19 


India's nuclear tests 


Sin There is another aspect of 
British policy towards Sierra Leone 
that has all but been overlooked. 
From mid- 1997 until the restoration 
of President Kabbah earlier this 
year, the UK government slashed aid 
to Sierra Leone. This appears to have 
been a deliberate component of the 
political strategy to dislodge the 
militaryjunta. 

O early, humanitarian aid cannot 
be divorced from the political con- 
text in which it is delivered. But here, 
the Govern mem’s aim to see the 
Kabbah regime reinstated rode 
roughshod over humanitarian con- 
cerns. Aid workers in the region were 


Sir We strongly condemn India's 
pursuit of nuclear weapons signalled 
by Monday’s nuclear tests (report, 12 
May). This extremely serious devel- 
opment could threaten a nudear 
arms race in south Asia. It also un- 
dermines attempts by many non- 
nuclear states to make progress on 
nuclear disarmament. 

At the Nuclear Non-proliferation 
Treaty meeting in Geneva, which 
broke up in disarray last Friday, the 
United States blocked all attempts 
to make the nuclear weapon states 
honour the Treaty commitment 
which binds them to eliminate their 
nuclear arsenals. The British dele- 
gation, despite representing the Eu- 
ropean Union, made no attempt to 
play a constructive role. 

India, exasperated by this lack of 
progress, is merely imitating Britain’s 
irresponsible example. In the Unit- 
ed Nations General Assembly last 
December, China, alone among* the 
nudear weapon states, voted for a 
start to negotiations aimed at nudear 
weapon abolition. Unless all the nu- 
clear weapon states begin serious 
multilateral negotiations now, nu- 
clear weapon proliferation is in- 
evitable. 

FRANK BLACKABY 
BRUCE KENT 

Commander ROBERT GREEN RN 
Abolition 2000 UK 
London NI 


Share out super-genes 

Sin S Pruner (letter, 1 1 May) is be- 
ing unduly pessimistic about genet- 
ic engineering and the possible rise 
of a socio-economic “super-class". 

In view of the fact that the pret- 
tiest girls have been joining forces 
with the deverest boys ever since hu- 
man evolution began, today’s dlite 
have patently got all the best genes 
already. Any technology which can 
be used to spread these superior 
genes around more liberally can 
only be a good thing for society at 
large. 

JAMES MUSTOE 
Zurich, 

Switzerland 


Guitar goddesses? 


Sin Glenda Cooper’s article “Why 
rock chicks are no longer under the 
thumb of any guy" (9 May) skirts 
round one issue. Whilst I do not 
doubt the singing prowess of the fair- 
er sex, why do they always have 
blokes playing the instruments? 

When are we going io see the fe- 
male equivalent of Jimi Hendrix or 
Johnny Marr? Perhaps she is out 
there somewhere ready to wow us all, 
if only she could bring herself to cut 
her fingernails. 

PAUL SMITH 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 


Sin Dana International, the winder 
of the Eurovision Song Contest, 
and your leading article (11 May) ray 
“we are all equal” UK transsexuals 
know that we are not. 

Amongst all the countries in the 
Council of Europe, only four do not 
recognize a transsexual person's 
Dew status. In Albania and Andor- 
ra gender reassignment is itself file- 
gal; in the UK and Ireland it is 
permitted but is not recognised in 
law. I may live as a woman all my 
adult fife, but I will still be record- 
ed on my father’s grave as “son" and 
on ray own death certificate as a 
“male". 

I am denied the right to family 
life: I may not many a man, and al- 
though I may many another woman, 
such a marriage cannot be consum- 
mated and so can be instantly an- 
nulled Neither can 1 adopt. 

All this despite the fact that for 
□early 30 years the medical profes- 
sion has recognized that gender re- 
assignment is the only effective 
remedy for what is now understood 
as a developmental abnormality. 

The Government is fighting in the 
European Court of Human Rights 
to prevent UK transsexuals acquir- 
ing rights comparable to those avail- 
able to other citizens of Europe {UK 
vs Sheffield and Horsham). U is grat- 
ifying that the people of Europe can 
“phone in their message of toler- 
ance" to Eurovision. More is the pity 
that the Government cannot re- 
spond to it. 

RACHAEL PADMAN 
Cambridge 


Trains, not uniforms 


Sir. I see that Virgin Trains are deck- 
ing out their staff in new uniforms 
(Business, 11 May). Thus also do 
Connex South Central staff parade 
in’ peacock blues and yellows. 

Am 1 being a tad oid-foshioned 
in thinking that train operators 
would be better employed in running 
more trains, more punctually and 
more reliably? 

NICK WELUNGS 
Brighton, 

East Sussex 


Sin Rachael Padman*s fellows were 
indeed “up in arms” (report 1 1 May) 
— in Dr Pad man's defence against 
Germaine Greer’s attack on her 
and not, as implied up in arms, 
against Dr fiadman. 

RHELLAWAY 

Edinburgh 
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Sin Can anyone tell me why Israel 
takes part in a European song con- ' 
lest? And shouldn’t we have an en- 

try from the Palestinians, for 
balance? 

HEATHER HENDERSON' 
Aylesbury Buckinghamshire •• 
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Today's helping of new words and meanings to save you from English language-shock 



MILES 

KINGTON 


ONE OF the most alarming things that hap- 
pen when you start to grow up is that you 
realise that the English language, as used 
by other, younger or more expert people, 
is c hanging , and that words you thought had 
established their meaning for ever have in 
feet shifted again. New words are created, 
old words change their meaning and any- 
one who still thinks that “icon" means a 
Russian picture of Jesus, or that "hoa^ weans 
black, is in for a shock, sooner or later. 

To help avoid such stress, I am at- 
tempting to publish an occasional part-work 
glossary of the English language as it 
evolves, and today sees the appearance 
of another helping of new words and 
meanings. 


Appropriate: likely to gel the speaker out 
of deep trouble, if only temporarily, as in 
“VVfe have to make the appropriate re- 
sponse”. 


BAfTA: An award given to a British film 
to make up for its getting nothing at the Os- 
cars. 

Blockbuster: Name given to any film that 
fails to make a loss. If h makes quite a rea- 
sonable profit, it is called the Greatest 
Grosser of All Time. 

Ceasefire: A barely veiled threat to resume 
violence. 

Celeb: Someone who appears on TV pro- 
grammes because they have appeared on 
other TV programmes, though nobody can 
remember which ones. See Game Show. 
Chat Something which superficially re- 
sembles conversation but turns out on in- 
spection to be quite different. On a cbal 
show, the host does not actually converse 
with his guests - he merely hopes that the 
questions he has prepared in advance will ' 
vaguely match the stories that his guest has 
prepared in advance. A talk show is much 
the same, except that the guests are occa- 


sionally allowed to engage each other in 
monologues. 

Clubbing: Something that hunters do to 
baby seals and teenagers do to each other. 
Comedians: sec Quiz Shows. 

Coruscating A H'ord much misused on pro- 
grammes which should know better, such 
as Newsnighi. It sounds like “corrosive” so 
it is wrongly used to mean “scathing" and 
“Sarcastic”. Its true meaning is “sparkling, 
flashing with lighu wilty. . 

Cuttings: Pieces of newspaper which, on 
chat shows, pass for research. 

Diva: Any moderately famous female per- 
former. Cf the phrase, "Don’t forget the diva". 
Dome: London’s answer io the Eiffel Tow- 
er. At present the Dome is a joke. But so 
was the Eiffel Tower. 

Eponyms: Thing named after a person, from 
Jean -Jacques Epunyme. who invented the 
eponym. 

Formulaic Term applied to any TV pro- 


gramme that reminds the speaker of any 
other TV programme, however distantly. 

Game Sbow: TV programme devised by the 
government as a work opportunity for 
celebs who can 6nd no other kind of em- 
ployment. 

Guru: See Maveo. Peon |' T 

HommageThe art of ripping off another peonie diS" ^ whicb 

artisL people didn t want and didn’t need. Peo- 

Hyper: Big. super, as in hypermarket. - 


the host gets a chance to show how dever 

his scriptwriter is. 

Nrnn Sa id °f a ^ which peo ple smoke . 

Peace Process: Name grveq toa full rathe 
war process, - 


™ m *iypurmarjceL. 

Hypo: Less, little. A byporaarket would be 
a good name for a comer shop. 

Item: Two people temporarily living to- 
gether, as in “We are an item". Also a mys- 
terious thing charged for on a restaurant 
ntll but not actually consumed - cover, cork- 
age. service, bread, clc. 

Jojoba: A bush which is hunted voracious- 
ly by shampoo snatch squads. 

Maven: sec Shaman 

Monologue: The introductory portion of a 
t-hut show, and the only part of it in which 


uiun i neec 

Pete’s palace, etc. V- 
N y ne & ve ” to an unsuccessful po- 
hec investigation 

Qu* Show. TV programme deyi^dby the 
median ei ? 1 35 a opportunity for co- 

plo^en^ 0 ^^ noolberJd?dofem '- 
Quote Any remark made by. a famous per- 
rem T? cullin S which the person doesn’t 
Shcrrirt makins and probably dtdn\See 
Shaman: See Gum. . / . .. 

Another word formddeL - 
P fe: Posh word for pattens 
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Blair to host a down-sized 
economic summit in Brum 



HAMISH 

McRAE 


■ > 


' minister 
i Colombia 
^ violence 




STAND by for a weekend of politicians praoc- 
ing about in front of the cameras, for the eco- 
nomic summit is coming to town. But expect 
the year for them to prance toa different tune. 

The show is coming to Birmingham: the 
Group of Eight, or G8 to the aficionados, com- 
prising the seven largest economies in the world 
plus Russ a. Actually, the additional member 
ought by rights lo be Qtioa, not Russia, for the 
Chinese economy is far larger than the Russ- 
ian one. But the Russians were offered eco- 
nomic summit membership as a consolation 
prize for not fussing too much about the east- 
ward expansion of Nato. 

The show will sound impor ta nt, for Clin- 
ton and Yeltsin, etc. will be sampling the de- 
lights of Brum, and these are people who 
inevitably command headlines, though not nec- 
essarily for the right reasoos. Whether the event 
actually ir important ... well see what you thmJc 

These summits have been taking place ea ch 
year for more than 20 years - they started in 
the bleak days after the first ofl shock when 
the world seemed to be facing economic cat- 
astrophe and it seemed helpful to try to 
co-ordinate economic policies. But in recent 
years they have degenerated into little more 
than photo-opportunities, treated by the fi- 
nancial markets, where real power lies, with 
a mixture of disdain and contempt. 

The world has changed. Few people new 
believe that top-down intervention by gov- 
ernments can improve the world economy, 
whereas in the 1970s that was received wisdom. 
The great boom of the last two decades has 
been built on bottom-up, market-driven ideas. 
The very fact that Russia should now be at the 
table is testimony to the power of these ideas. 

If the world has moved on, the summits 
haven’t. The leaders meet, have their photos 
taken, produce a tedious communique about 
the state of the world economy written sever- 
al weeks earlier by their mandarins, have then- 
photos taken again and gp home. 

But the UK has to host the summit, tor it 
comes here on Buggin’s turn. So what do you 
do? Answer you try and rebrand it: turn it, so 
to speak, into a new economic summit, some- 
thing that reflects more accurately wbat politi- 
cians can and cannot do in the economic 
sphere. Ideas are powerful, not governments; 
but politicians - if they are very clever - can 
package and sell ideas. That is how Mr Blair 
wffl be trying to refocus the summit this week- 
end. 

Stage one is to cut the thing down to size. 
No longer will the finance ministers attend. 
Finance ministers are always irritated when 
prime ministers and presidents try to muscle 
in on their territory, bang on about econom- 
ics, get things wrong and leave them to pick 
up the debris in the financial markets die week 
after. So here is a neat solution. Give the 


finance ministers their own G7 (le. minus Rus- 
sia), which they had last weekend, and this 
weekend the bosses can get on without them. 

Stage two is only tackle things where joint 
government action might be helpful So there 
wffl be no grand viaonaiy stuff about the world 
economy; no wonder-cure for the melt-down 
in East Asa; no priggish bullying of Japan to 
txy to crank up its economy (the finance min- 
isters bad a go at that last weekend). Instead 
there will be three or four focused policy ini- 
tiatives where co-operative action might help 
a bit 

For example, there will be something on 
fighting organised crime; for the crime industry, 
like its more conventional cousins, is going glob- 
al too. There will be something about 
coord i nating help for the weakest economic 
region in the world, Africa. There will be some- 
thing on trying to develop policies thai wfll help 
people who have been left behind in the 1990s 
boom; but here, the emphasis will be on lim- 
ited “what works” policies, not the “we can give 
you jobs" approach that has failed so spec- 
tacularly on the Continent, and which accounts 
for the trouble that Chirac and Kohl find them- 
selves in now. 

These all make great sense. Crime is already 
falling in the US and seems to be falling in the 
UK too, so give the trend a modest push. Large 
pans of Africa, at last and achingly slowly, are 
starting to increase living standards after two 
lost decades, so give that a further push. As 
for helping the disadvantaged, note the idea 
snot to promise blanket welfare solutions, but 
rather to encourage the wider application of 
solutions which already seem to be working 
These, in general follow the more innovative 
US experiments (such as tbe effort in Wisconsin 
to get everyone who can possibly work into 


Ideas ane powerful, not 
governments; but 
politicians can package 
and sell ideas 


some kind of job), rather than the unafford- 
able continental European models. 

If this seems a US/UK approach both to 
economics and to soda! welfare, it is also a 
US/UK approach to politics. People like Blair 
and Clinton no longer pretend to be in charge 
of things over which they have no contzoL That 
is a mug’s game because you will inevitably dis- 
appoint People like Kohl and Chirac have not 
cottoned on to that yet, which is why Chirac 
is a lame-duck, forced to co-habit with a left- 
ist prime minister, and Kohl wfll be almost cer- 
tainly be defeated this autumn. Instead you 
acknowledge the limits of power, don’t try and 
fix what ain't broke, identify areas where you 
can sell an already dominant idea, and get the 
credit for articulating people's hopes and feare. 

What we will get this weekend, if it works, 
is not just a new economic summit; not just 
New Labour applying its genius for packag- 
ing ; but an exercise in new politics. Tbe art is 
to not do very much, but to tackle a few issues 
where you are likely to sbow progress and make 
that sound brilliant It is sound-bites, sure, but 
it is also policy-bites: small, limited initiatives 
delivered in bite-sized chunks, ^fetch and be 
impressed. 


Men say one thing and do another - 
please, tell me something I didn’t know 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 


PAUL JOHNSON, “the man 
who preaches morality to the 
nation" (in the words of yes- 
terday’s Express), has apparently 
been a very naughty bcry. He has ‘ 
bad an affair for the past 11 
years with ‘’freelance journal- 
ist" Gloria Stewart, while at tbe 
same time ranting on in his 
illimitable style about family 
values. I wish, quite honestly, 
that 1 was shocked by this news, 
but, of course, the phenomenon 
of right-wing men who spout 
family values in their day jobs 
and like to be spanked at week- 
ends by their mistresses is one 
that most of us have become 
immune to by now. 

Somewhere it must be writ- 
ten in the job description of a 
Tbry minister, a successful busi- 
nessman or a paid moralist 
that you must have a fragrant 
wife waiting at home laying out 
your towels, while you have an 
affair with your secretary or at 
least employ a prostitute to 
degrade you. The sheer pre- 
dictability of men who domi- 
nate public life needing to be 
dominated in their spare time 
is as tiring as it is loathsome. 

Tbe repertoire of male sex- 
ual behaviour is so limited, I 
could almost feel sorry for 
them. Almost Actually. I do 
feel a bit sorry for Johnson's 
wife. Marigold, but as she has 
survived 40 years of being mar- 
ried to a man who, depending 
on your take, is either a pas- 
sionate polemicist or a de- 
ranged eccentric, I am sure she 
will survive this little hiccup. 

Johnson, who has in his 
time written of the secrets of a 
successful marriage, is being 
accused of hypocrisy. He denies 
this: “I've been having an affair 
- but I still believe in family 
values.” He admits to being a 
sinner. Everyone is shouting 
hypocrisy, especially hs mistress 
who was driven to tape him 
secretly because, she says, she 
was angered by the article he 
wrote on his 40th wedding an- 
niversary. Perhaps this was gen- 
uinely the first time she noticed 
her lover's penchant for saying 
one thing and doing another. 



Much ado about very little: Yesterdays 'Express* exposed a case of unsurprising hypocrisy 


his completely illogical rants 
against Michael Grade, Chan- 
nel 4, anyone with looser 
morals than his own and who- 
ever else he was paid to maul 
on behalf of the Daily Mail. 

Johnson may be a public 
figure, infamous not only for 
his vitriol but weD document- 
ed inaccuracy!, but he is not in 
public office. For many years 
now the only consistency in 
Johnson’s views has been that 
they are consistently wrong. 
However, the aspect of Paul 
Johnson’s private life that I 
find most depressing is not 
what he does with his 50-year- 
old mistress but what he does 
with Tbny Blair. 

This one-time admirer of 
Margaret Thatcher - “She at 
least gave the impression that 
we lived in a world of absolute 
morality, clear distinctions and 
ethical certitudes" - has 
switched his allegiance to Tony 
Blair, his new best friend. They 
lunch together and their tete- 
h-ttiesbave led Johnson to con- 
clude that the Prime Minister 
“is the first top British leader 
to recognise that family break- 
down is right at the centre of 
our ills”. 

Johnson’s own contribution 
to this cause is now laughable. 
But as he is also nearly 70 and 
a grandfather of six he may 
even qualify as a likable rogue. 


As he said to his mistress 
“Well I am a very hopeless per- 
son, aren’t I?" 

The only time I ever met 
him he failed to acknowledge 
my existence except to shout 
“lovely girl" across the table 
every time I managed to open 
my mouth. Also at tbe table 
were Peter Hitchens, AN Wil- 
son and Mary Kenny. Kenny, 
like Johnson, has also travelled 
the well-worn route from left - 
wing youth to right-wing de- 
mentia. My problem with these 
characters is not that they are 
right-wing or even opposed to 
much of what I believe, rather 
that they are so barking it is 
difficult to understand why 
they are taken seriously in the 
Gist place. 

Far some time now, John- 
son’s view of the world has had 
no internal logic or coherence. 
He and his camp followers live 
in a fantasy world which is 
peopled with politically correct 
lesbians trying to force vege- 
burgers down their throats. 
They rage against the dying of 
the Thatcherite light rather 
than accepting that the world 
has changed. Even a populist 
figure such as Richard Little- 
john is these days forced to con- 
struct a parallel universe to 
lambaste in his blokey fashion. 

Meanwhile, the public is 
fairly tolerant of homosexual- 


ity, abortion, angle mothers and 
even transsexuals winning the 
Eurovision song contest Tbe 
truth is that the threat of rabid 
loony lefties taking over the 
world has not been defused by 
the likes of Johnson but by what 
in the good old days was their 
worst nightmare — a Labour 
government 

That Johnson, with his per- 
nicious hectoring about family 
values, should be hoist with his 
own petard fulfils a different 
kind of fantasy altogether. One 
secretly hopes that the off- 
spring of such rent-a-moralists 
are addicted to crack, that their 
wives run off with other 
women, that they are caught 
with the hands in the till as well 
as their trousers round their an- 
kles. Unfortunately they mere- 
ly have affairs, beg forgiveness 
and- 1 predict in Johnson’s case 
-write an article about human 
frailty and the virtues of 
Catholicism. 

Johnson's idol, Thatcher, 
was, as we know, perfectly 
capable of turning a blind eye 
to the adultery of her min- 
isters . Thatcherism' was shot 
through with such ideological 
contradictions, indeed it 
thrived on them. Major had to 
put up with Mellor, because 
according to Johnson at the 
time, “We have a topsy-turvy 
society in which virtue goes 


unrewarded -when it is not ac- 
tually penalised - and vice 
coins it ... Adultery pays." 

Blair, who would rather re- 
main above the fray, has al- 
ready been drawn into the 
murky depths because of 
Robin Cook. In many eyes, the 
foil from grace of the arrogant 
and assured Foreign Secretary 
came about not because of his 
“ethical foreign policy” but 
his perceived lack of ethics 
when it came to his own do- 
mestic crisis. 

Johnson managed to huff 
and puff recently about Cook; 
but I think that Johnson actu- 
ally believes what he says - that 
he does believe in family val- 
ues even though he has bad an 
affair. He is a man of his gen- 
eration who may think that the 
secret of a successful marriage 
is simply to have a wife who 
puts up with her husband's 
peccadilloes. 

The publications in which be 
writes tend also to be of the 
“Do as I say not wbat I do" 
variety. Johnson’s advice to 
Mellor was that he should en- 
deavour “to rehabilitate him- 
self by some worthy activity, 
involving self-sacrifice". May I 
suggest that, for once, Johnson 
walks the walk as well as talks 
the ralk and makes the ultimate 
self-sacrifice by never writing 
. another word. 


What’s the hurry to get to France? Take the slow train ... 


Stephen Plowden, 

says Labour must 
learn to say no 
to Eurotunnel 


THE latest wheeze from Euro- 
tunnel - a road tunnel under the 

channel -is not an idea that need 

detain John Prescott long. A 
road tunnel could have no place 
in an integrated transport poli- 
cy based on the selective use qf 

motor vehicles. Tbe idea belongs 
to tbe aByseasoo, although it has 

arrived a little eaify. 

Meanwhile, Mr Prescott is 
faced with a much more urgent 


decision. By the end of this 
month be has to decide 
whether to grant London and 
Continental Railways' request 
for an extra subsidy of anything 
up to £l.Zbn to bedid a high- 
speed rafi link from St Pancras 
to the Channel Tunnel If be re- 
fuses, that would be the end of 
the project. 

This should realty be an 
easy decision too, since even the 
money promised to LCR so for 
cannot possibly be justified. 
But for Mr Prescott to say that 
would mean acknowledging 
Labour’s share of responsibil- 
ity for the present situation. 

The public money already 
promised or given to LCR, (but 
recoverable if the line is not 
built) comes to £2.4bn. Tbe 
“justification” for this subsidy 


was given in a document laid in 
Pari wmeni. in March 3996. but 
never debated. It was claimed 
that the line would bring ben- 
efits lo the public worth, in to- 
day's terms, just over £7.5bn. 
But £6bn of this consists of ben- 
efits to Eurostar passengers 
themselves. There is absolute- 
ly no reason to subsidise these 
travellers. They are all likely to 
be well-off people, and a sig- 
nificant number will not be 
British taxpayers. 

The only items in tbe doc- 
ument laid in Parliament that 
would be a legitimate use of 
public money are economic 
regeneration, and a reduction 
in road congestion and envi- 
ronmental damage. But these 
benefits were calculated to be 
worth only £750m, not nearly ■ 


enough to justify the subsidy. 

This figure is not only in- 
sufficient, it is also incredible. ■ 
A 68-mile, high-speed rail link 
through Loudon and Kent wfll 
not improve the environment 
but win do colossal damage. 
Nor wfll it add 75,000 to 80,000 
jobs to the economy, as Parlia- 
ment was asked to believe. 

The subsidy to LCR is trot 
the only public cost involved. 
Compensation for blight also 
has to be paid- The Conserva- 
tive Government knew that if 
proper condensation was paid, 
the sums involved might wnlr 
the project, so it managed to re- 
strict compensation to cases of 
“extreme and exceptional hard- 
ship" and the maximum - 
amount payable to any one per- 
son to £5,000. 


How <fid the they get away 
with all this in Parliament? 
Originally the Conservatives 
swore that no public money 
would go into the link. Never- 
theless, they wanted it built for 
reasons of prestige. The jour- 
ney from Waterloo to the Gare 
du Nord on the existing track 
takes only three hours, but it 
was thought to be an affront to 
our national pride that the 
train goes much faster in 
France than in England. 

. TheLabourOppositi 0 n,im- 
pressed by the same childish ar- . 
gumenl and glad of any stick 
with which to beat the govern- 
ment, taunted the Conserva- 
tives that h was only their 
ideological free market hang- 
ups that prevented their back- 
ing this glorious technological 


marvel with public money. So 
when tbe Conservatives 
changed their minds they knew 
that they need not fear any 
scrutiny from the Opposition. 

. In fact, buBdiag this fink will 
not bring Britain any prestige, 
but cancelling it on the grounds 
that protecting the environ- 
ment in London and Kent is 
more important than chopping 
30 minutes off the journey be- 
tween London and Paris would 
bring us world-wide respect 
LCR’s request for yet more 
money gives John Prescott the 
opportunity to get out of this 
misguided project without too 
much loss of face. New 
Labour's reputation for envi- 
ronmental concern and finan- 
cial responsibility depends on 
his taking it 
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Indecent charge 

AS A RESULT of his Easter disrup- 
ts of the ArdibisbopofC^^ 


sermon, gay ngu« 

Taichell is due to appear m Cantetwny 
Magistrates Court on Friday. The 
Crown Prosecution Senna has 
changed its original charge of “violent 
behaviour” to one of “indecent ^be- 
haviour” under the Ecclesiastical 
Courts Jurisdiction Act of ISou. 
Tatcheil, who fans 
prison aad who will defend tasetfm 
court, told Pandora yesterday. “1 was 
held ia a police cell ^swen horns 
while they looked for a suitable offence 
with which to charge me”. 

He is very concerned lest people 
now think “I behaved indecently 
wards the Archbishop ■ 
threatened to subpoena Dr. George 


Carey in order to establish that his be- 
haviour was not in any way violent or, 
presumably, “indecent”. However, 
Tatchell himself is bringing charges 
against a Canterbury Cathedral offi- 
cial who allegedly punched him. 
When Pandora rang Lambeth Palace 
and asked for the Archbishop's 
thoughts on the ThtcheD case, in spe- 
cific, and church service protests, in 
general their press spokesman said 
that the Archbishop bad never made 
a statement on the striked in the past. 
Could he not please say something 
now. Pandora requested. ‘•Unfortu- 
nately, he’s in Uganda at the mo- 
ment.” 

Pray it opens 

■^HILE we are on boty^ound, word 


PANDORA Ask Camille 


has readied Pandora of a remarkable 
achievement. According to Russian 
news wir e Itar-Tass, a Russian Or- 
thodox priest has become tbe first 
clergyman to reach the Nbifii Pole via 
parachute. Immediately upon land- 
ing, Father Viktor Smetannikov 
planted a cross in the ice and com- 
menced praying. According to the Fa- 
ther Viktor; “The pole has a purifying 
power. It is an exceptional place on 
the globe and God doesn't allow 
everyone to go fhne.” However; he 
added a cautionary note to any oth- 
er pUgrims tempted to follow in his 
footsteps. “Praying at the North 
Foie doesn’t seem particularly 
beneficial” 


And, finalty, into cyberspace where the 
loopy neo-feminist American Camille 
Paglia, known for her outrageous 
quotes, out did herself yesterday m her 
Web column. While praising Tom 
Cruise’s “boyish beauty” and “splen- 
did body of achievement", she con- 
tinued, “He is certainty more robustly 
masc uline that that chicken-hearted, 
butter-nosed baby dyke, Leonardo 
DiCaprio.” Baity (tyke? Is Leonardo 
Dutch? 

King’s rescue 

MOVING from the sacred lo the pro- 
fane , boxing promoter Don King is 
standing trial in Manhattan for al- 
legedly .defrauding Lloyd’s with a 


bogus $350,000 insurance claim. The 
explosivety-coiffed King was tried 
once before on the Lloyd’s charge, in 
1995. That case ended with a hung 
jury. Now King may walk free a sec- 
ond time after 
the prosecu- 
tion's star wit- 
ness, former 
super light- 
weight cham- 
pion Julio 
Cesar Chavez, 
suddenly de- 
cided - right 
m the middle 
of his testi- 
mony -that it was an ideal lime to re- 
turn to Mexico, despite the 
kidnapping charge awaiting him on his 
arrival. Never a dull moment when 
. Don’s around. 



BigorTall? 
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Sir Francis 
Avery Jones 


FRANCIS AVERY JONES be- 
came identified with gastroen- 
terology m a way that few other 
physicians and surgeons have 
been with any other speciality 
in Britain. That be achieved 
such eminence was particular- 
ly remarkable, because he did 
so through his work in a district 
hospital and not at one of the 
teaching hospitals at which the 
leaders of the profession were 
nearly always based. 

Avery Jones was educated at 
the Sr John Leman School Bee- 
tles, and at St Bartholomew’s 
Hospital Medical School. He 
qualified in medicine in 1934 
hud was successively house 
pbyscian to Professors Sir Fran-, 
cis Fraser, Leslie Witts and 
Ronald Christie, three of the 
most distmguisbed physicians of 
the time. 

In 1936. be obtained a Baiy 
Research Scholarship and was 
appointed assistant to the pro- 
fessorial medical unit under 
Witts, where he was introduced 
to the revolutionary technique, 
pioneered in Denmark, of lib- 
eral feeding for patients with 
bleeding peptic ulcers, instead 
Of sedation and starvation, and 
he showed that the fatality of the 
Condition could be dramatical- 
ly reduced by drip blood trans- 
fusion and adequate amounts of 
water and salts by mouth. 

In 1937 he attended (as a 
guest) the foundation meeting 
of a gastroenterological dub 
(later to become the BritishSo- 
ciety of Gastroenterology) 
which had been organised by Sir 
Arthur Hirst, fell under his 
sped, and became committed to 
gastroenterology for life. 

In 1940, Avery Jones was ap- 
pointed to the staff of the Cen- 
tral Middlesex Hospital, as a 
physician with a special interest 
in gastroenterology, where he 
joined a group of specialists 
whose joint work was to estab- 
lish the hospital as a centre of 
excellence. that rivalled the uni- 
versity hospitals in central Lon- 
don. Collaboration, rather than 
competition, characterised the 
work: before long Avery Jones 
had amassed a personal expe- 
rience of the natural history and 
prognosis of peptic ulceration 
that was unique and which he 
built on by persuading his sur- 
gical colleagues to operate on 
patients directly from his wards, 
leaving their post-operative 
care to him; something that was 
only just beginning to be man- 
aged scientifically with detailed 
attention to bkxfoemical control 

The massive experience that 


he gained in this way of the re- 
sults of different methods of 
treatment of gastric and duo- 
denal haemorrhage enabled 
him to lay out a practical pro- 
gramme for managing one of the 
most complex medical emer- 
gencies; this resulted in a pro- 


in the fatality of the condition. 

Among his many other spe- 
cial interests were the develop- 
ment of gastroscopy, which he 
was among the first to use rou- 
tinely when the flexible Wolf- 
Schindler gastroscope became 
available, and the use of ran- 
domised controlled trials, 
which, with help from me, he 
was the first to use to assess the 
value of the myriad treatments 
that were recommended for 
gastric and duodenal ulcers. I 
bad joined bis group in 1946 
with the support of a Medical 
Research Council grant to study 
their occupational causes. Our 
co-operation over more than 20 
years established, inter aSa, that 
the bland diets then routinely 
prescribed for therapy were 
not beneficial, but that the 
advice to stop smoking was. 

Avery Jones was a superb di- 
agnostician and unremitting in 
his attention to his patients' 
needs, visiting his wards rou- 
tinely at 10 o'clock at night to 
monitor the progress of those 
who were seriously ill His clin- 
ical skills were recognised by an 
appointment as consultant gas- 
troenterologist to St Mark's 
Hospital for diseases of the 
large bowel, and to the Royal 
Navy. 

Not satisfied with giving his 
patients the best possible med- 
ical care wi thin his power, he 
sought to ensure that the struc- 
ture of the National Health Ser- 
vice played its part equally 
effectively. He was a member, 
and later the Chairman, of the 
King’s Fund Committee on 
Catering and Diet in hospitals. 
He chaired the King Edward 



Avery Jones: (6-hour day 


VII Hospital Fund Develop- 
ment and Emergency Bed 
Service Committee, and the 
Department of Health and So- 
cial Security’s Advisory Com- 
mittee on Medical Records. 

- In his later years be devel- 
oped a particular interest in nu- 
trition, chaired the Royal 
College of Physicians’ Working 
Party on Dietary Fibre, was a 
member of the scientific com- 
mittee of the British Nutrition 
Foundation, and the first chair- 
man of the Royal Society of 
Medicine’s Forum on Food and 
Health. 

Internationally his work was 
recognised by the invitation to 
give the first Memorial Lecture 
of the American Gastroen-r 
lerological Association, election 
as an honorary fellow of the 
American College of Physi- 
cians, and the award of the first 
Henry Bodcds Medal of the 
World Organisation of Gastro- 
enterology. At home be was in- 
vited to give the Goulstooian 
lecture at the Royal College of 
Physicians, awarded to the 
youngest new fellow of the col- 
lege, and later the Harveian 
Oration, its most prestigious se- 
nior award, and. an extreme rar- 
ity for a physician, was made an 
honorary Fellow of the Royal 
• College of Surgeons. 

Avery Jones (always just 
“Avery" to his friends and col- 
leagues) was the antithesis of 
the television picture of a senior 
medical consultant; he was qui- 
et, unassertive, attentive to 
everything a patient had to tell 
him, but nevertheless radiated 
confidence and left everyone 
feeling better for his vist Hie was 
never rushed or flurried (even 
if sometimes inevitably late ) 
and worked a 16-hour day. Af- 
ter I bad known him for some 
years I asked him if he ever took 
a holiday. “Of course,” be said. 
“1 had one last year.” On further 
enquiry it turned out to have 
been on Sunday 26 July. 

Richard Doll 

fronds Avery Jones, physiddn and 
gasteroenterofojist bom Briton Per- 
ry. Gamarthenshire 31 May 1910; 
phyddan, Central Middlesex Hos- 
pital 1940-74; consultant. St Mark’s 
Hospital 1940-78; consultant Roy- 
al Navy 1950- 78; Editor. Gut 1965- 
7Dt GBE I960; Kt 1970; President, 
MetBaA Society of London 1977-7% 
Prcsxient,MedkriMistsAssodation 
1980-91; President, British Digestive 
Foundation 1981-92; married 1934 
Dorothea PfirterftSed 1983; one son), 
1983 Joan Edmunds; (fed Chichester, 
West Sussex 30 April 1998. 
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Bill Reid 


BILL REID was one of Cana- 
da’s greatest contemporary 
sculptors. Descended from the 
Haida people of northern 
British Columbia, be was, more 
than anyone, responsible for the 
revitalisation of Haida carving 
in the last 40 years. 

With the anthropologists 
and curators Wilson Duff and 
Bill Holm, he relearnt the ex- 
pressive qualities of Haida art, 
particularly the formalised, 
sculptural style dependent on 
the voluptuous intersection of 
deeply carved planes. 

By the mid-20th century 
Northwest Coast art had been 
in apparently terminal decline. 
The Haida population bad col- 
lapsed, ’ through disease, from 
around 6,000 people in 1860 to 
fewer than 600 in 1915. Tbday, 
where there once were 126 habi- 
tation rites, there are now two. 

Reid was bora in 1920 to an 
American father and a native 
mother; this meant he was tech- 
nically non-Indian, since at that 
time Indian women lost their 
native status on marrying whitest 
and be only discovered his 
Haida ancestry as a young man. 

For nearly 20 years, he 
worked in commercial and then 
public radio. But from the 1940s 
onwards he also became en- 
tranced by jewellery, in partic- 
ular by the Raven dan bracelets 
worn by his mother, and then by 


the Haida sculpture at the Roy- 
al Ontario Museum in Toronto. 

During the 1950s his in- 
volvement with museums led to 
the rescuing,' with Audrey 
Hawthorn, of totem poles from 
abandoned village sites in the 
Queen Charlotte Islands, and to 
exhib itions mounted with Wilson 
Duff. In 1968-69 he spent 18 
months studying jewellery tech- 
niques in London, at the Cen- 
tral School of Art, after which be 
created a wide range of elabo- 
rate jewels and gold and silver 
containers, all in Haida style. 

He also carved, with the 
Qwakiuti carver Douglas Cran- 
mer, half a dozen poles for the 
Museum of Anthropology. The 
museum houses his iconic 
Among the Raven and the First 
Men , a monumental carving in 
yellow cedar of the Haida myth 
in which the trickster Raven 
found the first people struggling 
to emerge from a clam shelL It 
was unvefled on 1 April 1980 by 
the Prince of WhJes. 

In the 1980s Reid started to 
work in bronze, creating a life- 
size canoe of Haidas, 7 he Spir- 
it of Haida Gwad , one version 
of which sits glowering behind 
the portico of the new Canadi- 
an Embassy in Washington. 

In all things Reid was 
straightforward and unsenti- 
mental When I first went to his 
apartment in Vancouver in 1978 


he was working on a silk-screen 
print, to pay the rent he said 
When he showed the photog- 
rapher Adelaide de MenU and. 
the anthropologist Edmund 
Carpenter how to prepare a 
salmon — Indian style - they 
3sked him if his grandmother 
had showed him how. No, he 
said he learnt it from a televi- 
sion course put out by the 
University of British Columbia. 

He was brave, in appearing 
at the barricades, long afflicted 
with Parkinson's disease, to 
help stop logging the tempwrate 
rain forests in foe Haida home- 
land on the Queen Charlotte Is- 
lands in 1987. He collaborated 
with many anthropologists and 
curators, including Claude L6vi- 
Strauss, who maintains that it 
was thanks to Reid that the In- 
dian art of foe Northwest Coast 
became known world-wide. 

His most notable published 
work is the exhibition project, 
for Rice University, Texas, with 
Bill Holm,, entitled Form, and 
Freedom (1975). This explores 
foe design principles and indi- 
vidual skills in a wide range of 
Northwest Coast carvings. 

J. C. H. King 


WBfidm Rono/tf Re/d, sculptor; 
bom Victoria, British Columbia 12 
January 1920; twice married (one 
daughter, one stepdaughter); died 
Vancouver B March 1998. 


Jose Pena Gomez 


IOSE Pena Gdmez was foe 
charismatic leader of the Do- 
minican Revolutionary Party 
(PRD). A brilliant orator, he 
was cheated of foe presidency 
of (he Dominican Republic in 
1994 by the long-serving ruler 
Joaquin Balaguer, who used the 
fact that Pena Gdmez was 
black and probably bom of a 
Haitian motheT to appeal to his 
countrymen’s racism. 

Pena Gdmez’s origins have 
always been a mystery. He was 
born in the remote countryside 
of (he north-western Do minican 
Republic, close to the border 
with Haiti, in 1937. This was the 
period when the then dictator, 
Rafael Trujillo, had ordered a 
sweep againt Haitian immi- 
grants, which ended with several 
thousand of them being killed. 


Pena Gdmez’s parents ap-. 
patently fled to Haiti, leaving 
him and his elder sister to fend 
for themselves. They were tak- 
en in by a poor Dominican fam- 
ily, and the young boy is said to 
have taken the name Pena from 
his new father and Gdmez from 
his adopted mother. 

As a young man he was first 
a teacher of literacy in the 
countryside, then came to the 
Dominican Republic’s capital 
a ty Santo Domingo to study tew. 
As in many Latin American 
countries, these studies were also 
an excuse to get into politics. 

He began his opposition to 
Trujillo clandestinely, and then 
in 3961 joined the Dominican 
Revolutionary Parly, becom- 
ing its secretary general two 
years later. He was also a radio 


announcer, and it was said to be 
his Eery speeches in 1965 which 
helped bring about the left-wing 
uprising against Trujillo that saw 
the landing of US marines and 
the dictator's reinstatement. 

Pena Gdmez continued to 
militate is the PRD through the 
1970s. He became a promi- 
nent figure in foe Socialist In- 
ternational and at the time of 
his death was its Latin Ameri- 
can president. From 1982 to 
1986 he was his party’s mayor 
of Santo Domingo, and be- 
came its presidential candidate 
in 1990. He was unsuccessful 
then, but many people felt his 
chance had come four years lat- 
er, when Balaguer was in his 
eighties, blind and out of touch. 

Agains t him, Pena Gdmez 
was a powerful speaker - 


dressed in an immaculate white 
suit, against a white backdrop, 
his black face and powerful 
voice appealed directly to many 
poor Dominicans, but frightened 
the conservatives who said if that 
if be came to power they would 
be swamped by black Haitians. 

In foe end, Balaguer was said 
to have won foe election by 3 
per cent of the votes, but Pena 
Gdmez and his followers alleged 
massive fraud. After weeks of 
tension that threatened to de- 
generate into a civil war, a 
compromise was agreed, tty 
which Balaguer agreed only to 
serve half of his four-year term 
in office and not stand again. 

This gave Pena Gdmez a 
third chance. But in the 19% 
presidential election he faced a 
younger man, Leonel Fernan- 


dez, who had the backing of Bat 
aguer and foe right wing. This 
time, Pena Gdmez won foe 
first round, but without a large 
enough majority to be elected 
In the second round his rivals 
joined forces against him, and 
he was once again thwarted. 

Soon after his electoral de- 
feat, he was diagnosed as hav- 
ing pancreatic cancer, which 
proved incurable, although be 
stood again as mayor in elec- 
tions due to be held this week- 
end. On his death, a Dominican 
newspaper described Jose ffeda 
Gdmez as a “great speaker, ed- 
ucator, poet, lawyer, writer and 
political tactician”; however 
overstated this might seem, he 
was undeniably a . remarkable 
man who worked to bring de- 
mocratic politics to a country 



Leslie Stevens 


m- 


CREATOR Of the cult teievi- gj* fofiirprt^ 

sion series Outer Lunds, writer, workedinHol- ; 

and nroducer, Leshe . ; , Arthur" 


Gdmez: oratory 

that has always deserved better 
than the politicians who have 
misgoverned it. 

Nick Cafstor 


Jose Frandsco Pena Gomez, politi- 
cian: bom 6 March 1937; three times 
married (seven children); died San- 
to Domingo, Dominican R epubfle 10 

May 1998. 


son series Outer Limits, writer, 
director and producer, Leslie 
Stevens achieved success on 
Broadway and in Hollywood as 

well as television. He wrote the 

\^r^TheManiage-Go-Found 

and his films as writer-director 
include/Vtvate Property and/n- 

cabas, foe latter the only known 
film m which foe entire dialogue 

is spoken in Esperanto. 

He was born in Washington 
DC in 1924 to a wealthy fami- 
ly - his father was s-V*#-. 

Admir al, his mother a lecturer 
When bis father was attached 
to the American Embassy in 
London in 1935, foe ll-year-oW 
boy attended performances of 
Shakespeare at foe Old Vic as 
part of his sebootwork and de- 
cided to become a playwright 

Back in foe States four years 
later he sold a play. The Me- 
chanical Rat, to Orson Welles s 
Mercury Theatre and ran away 
from home to join foe troupe. 
Truant officers tracked him 
down and he finished schooling 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree. 

' In 1942 he enlisted in the 
Army Air Corps and ended his 
service as the youngest captain 

(aged 20) in foe US Army. Still 
determined to have a theatrical 
career, he moved to Greenwich 
V illage and formed a short-lived . 
song-and-dance team with the 
aspiring songwriter Joseph Ste- 
fano (who was to write the 
screenplay for Psycho ) while 
studying at Yale’s drama school 
and later the American Theatre 
Wing, where his tutors included 
Moss Hart and Howard Lindsay. . 
: Stevens later commented: 

As a playwright, I achieved the rank 
of night dert in a hotel at 22, night- 
ward attendant in a New York psy- 
chiatric hospital at 25 and tbe exalted 
status of copy boy for Time m agaz in e 
at 28. These jobs paid my room tent 
white 1 was writing plays. 

While be was working as a 
copy boy in 1954 his play Bull- 
fight opened off-Broadway. 
Starring Hurd Hatfield as foe 
corrupt and domineering son of 
a famed bullfighter, destroying 
all who fall under his evil spell, 
foe play was described by foe 
New York Times as “in foe first 
rank of off-Broadway work”, but 
ran for only 56 performances. 

The following year Stevens 
had a play in a Broadway 
theatre. The Champagne Com- 
plex , but the flimsy comedy , 
about a gill who has an uncoa- 
trollable desireto disrobe when- 
ever she drinks champagne 
lasted for only 23 performances. 
His next play, The Lovers (1956), . 
which marked foe Broadway 
d£but of Joanne Woodward, 
was a lavishly produced period 
melodrama based on foe me- 
dieval custom of droit du seign- 
eur. Called “a work of art” by 
the Times but “dramatically in- 
effectual and given to an unin- 
tentional air of pretentiousness” 
by the New York Fast, it closed 
after four performances, though 
nine years later it was success- 
fully filmed as The War Lord. 

In 1958 he at last had a ma- 
jor Broadway bit with the com- 
edy The Marriage-Go- Round, in 
which a pair of bappQy married 
■college professors have (heir val- 
ues and confidence tested when 
a Swedish beauty asks foe hus- 
band to father her child so that 
it will have his brains and her 
physique. The statuesque Julie 
Newmar won a Tony for her 
supporting role, and foe play 
benefited enormously from foe 
charm and skill of its stars 
Charles Boyer and Claudette 
Colbert (“a charade played by 
experts” said the Times). 

The play was less successful 
both in London and in its .1961 
film version, which had to cen- 
sor some of its spirited naugh- 
tiness, with the stars Susan 
Hayward and James Mason 


(1958), based on Gore Victors _ 
teleplay whkhpresentedB%. 
the 83d as a repressed homo- - 

Stevens introduced sye_; : 

tentative fejnaleloveintrat. 
but the offbeat approadt^H^- 
ens's friend Hurd Hatfield ; 
pby^anep«^ciwrii&to%, - 
urewilh abizarre attachments^ 
Billy) made foe film more ; . 

Uja fo 1 ^(^Stevens direc&d, jfj 

wrc^aiKlco-prcKlucedtbeB^- •? 

fy scandalous independentfisa- . 

rare Private Property fjdFo^a r 
- - — ■ - — 


made on a 

and starring his wife; 

Manx. With an emphasis pov. 
fetishism and mainly concerned- 
with- the art of seduction- fa - 
hoodlum seduces .‘a beautiful ; 
housewife so that his hdttro- 
sexual friend can have a woman . 
for the first time), U wassfak jay 

foe are cameraman Ted 
in a mann ered airiness that 
made Stevens a brief favour#* 
of the American cinema's Hem 
Vteve,buthB next film Hem’s 
land (1962, co-produced with 
James Mason) made Bale im- 
pact Manx, who was to commit 
suicide after their 1963 divorce. 


m 


island home is attacked by ma- 
raudrng fishermen, and Mason, 
over-playing to compensate for. 
foe vapidity of Manx , was Black- 
beard the Pirate, who aids her. 



Stevens: 'inspired hacking' 

In 1965 Stevens wrote and 
directed the unique occult 
thriller Incubus, but bis princi- 
pal medium bad become tele- 
, vision, where he -. created, 
produced and directed such 
series as Stoney Burke; it Takes 
a Thief, McCloud and The Name 
of die Game. When, in 1963, he 
sold ABC foe idea fora sderice- , 
fiction series called Please Shmd 
By, he was too busy to produce 
it, so suggested his old friend „• 
Joseph Stefeno. ft 

With foe title changed to 
Outer Lands, abda coadept that 
insisted scripts were consistent 
with scientific knowledge but 
primarily about character, the 
show attained such high ratings 
that for foe second season the 
network slotted it against foe 
top-rated Jackie Gleason Show . 
Stefano resigned in protest and 
was proved right - foe show lost 
its audience and was cancelled, 
but has maintained its popu- 
larity through foe years and re- 
cently spawned a Dew series. 

Sometimes attacked for his 
many-faceted adaptability, Stev- 
ens once told Tune magazine: ‘ 
There is nothing wrong with being a 
hack writer. I would point with pride 

to the inspired hacking of Shake- 
speare, Michelangelo - you can go 
through a big list 

Tom Yallance 


l«fie Stevens, fi mc^d television 
scriptwriter, producer and director: 
tom VVfetagton DC3 February 1924; 
married 1958 Kate Manx (deceased; 
one son; marriage dissolved 1963), 
secondly ShaktiChen (three daugfc- 
<fed Los Angeles 24 April 1998. 
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DEATHS 

EARD LEY-WI LMOT: On II May 
i 998, peaceful!? at borne after a long 
yteess. Hazel Maiy. aged 88 yem. of 
Wilson’s, North Motion. Cremation 
at the North Devon Crematorium. 
Barnstaple, on Tuesday 19 May at 
llJOam. No Bowers ptease. Afl en- 
quiries to I. Wfestacott&Son, Funeral 
Directors. Telephone 0176V 572476. 
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Birthdays 

Sir Crispin Agnew erf Lodmaw Bt, ex- 
plorer and genealogist, 54; Mr Dirk 
AWous, Chief Constable, Dorset, 54; 
Miss Beatrice Arthur, actress, 72; Mr 
Joe Brown, actor and singer, 57; Mr 
Paul Buistcrw MP, 36; Lord Copeof 
Berkeley, former government min- 
ister, 61; Miss Eileen Diss, theatri- 
cal designer, 67; Mr CoUn Ford. 
Director. National Museum ofW&fcs, 
64; Mr Peter Gabriel, pop singer and. 
songwriter, 4S; General John Galvin. 
US Army, former Strpreme Allied 
Commander, Europe, 69; Dr Jane 
Glover, conductor, 49; Sir John 

Habakfcuk. farmer principal, Jesus 
College, Oxford, 83; Mr TtHiy Hide, 
raceboise trainer, 59; Sir John John- 
ston, former diplomat, 80; Sir Lao- 
rcnee Kjrwim,ardiaeologid,91;Tlie 
Eari of Lcven and Melville, Lord- 
Lieo tenant of Naim. 74; Mr Sydney 
UfjwprtLctBirman, Zeneca Group, 
67; 5fr niul Osmond, former senior 
civil servant, 81; The Earl of Penh, 
former government minister, 91'; Mr 
tin Pigott -Smith, actor, 52; Miss 
Selina Scott, television presenter, 47; 
Miss Helen Sharman. astronaut, 35; 
Mr Geny Sutdiffe MP, 45; Sir Con- 
rad Swan, genealogist. 74; Marquess 
Ibwushcod, former chairman, Anglia 
Television, 82; Sir William lining, 
former Chief Inspector. Social 
Services, 67; Sr Timothy Walker, 
High Court judge. 51 Miss Zoe 
Waaamaker, actress, 49; Mr Stevie 
Wonder, singer, 4& 
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Claim could not be made against insolvent company 


Re PoRy Peck international pie 
(in adminstndDfl) (No 2); 
Court of Appeal (Lord Justice 
Nome, Lord Justice Pocnr and Lord 
Justice Mummery) 7 May I9W 

WHERE an insolvent coinpa- 
py had gone into administration 
or liquidation the court would 
not grant leave to commence 
proceedings against foe com- 
pany where the claim was for 
“remedial constructive trust”, 
which would operate to exclude 
an asset of foe company from 
pari passu distribution among 
its unsecured creditors. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed foe appeal ofPollyPeck 
International pic, which had 
been in administration since 25 
October 1990, and its adminis- 
trators, against a decision that 


the applicants should have 
leave to commence proceed- 
ings by way of writ pursuant to 

section Il(3)(d) of the Insol- 
vency Act 1986, claiming, inter 
alia, that an undisclosed sub- 
stantial amt received by the ad- 
ministrators represented foe 
profits and proceeds of wrong* 
doing by PPI, which had 
been unjustly enriched at foe 
applicants’ expense. 

The applicants claimed that 
that sum was subject to a “re- 
medial constructive trust" for 
foeir benefit. PPI opposed foe 
application, contending that 

the proposed action was bound 

to fail on the ground, biter aha, 
that foe claim was miscon- 
ccivcd and failed to disclose any 
seriously arguable case. 

Michael Crystal QC WHSam Tram 


and PMkppeSands (Camaan McKen- 
na) for PPI; Barbara Dohmann QC, 
Lawrence Coffins QC and Thomas 
Beazky (Osborne Clarice, Bristol) fat 
the apptkanis. 

Lord Justice Mummery said 
the applicants claimed to awn 
and be entitled to immediate 
possession of land, buildings, 
and other immovable property 
in the northern part of Cyprus, 
which had been occupied by 
TUrkey in August 1974, and 
bad since been declared by foe 
Thridsh Cypriot authorities tobe 
the “Turkish Republic of North- 
ern Cyprus" (TRNC). After 
foe Turkish invasion, foe prop- 
erties had been expropriated. 

The applicants contended 
that their properly had been, 
with knowledge of the wrongs 


committed against them and 
foeir property, illegally occupied 
and exploited without their au- 
thority by direct or indirect 
subsidiaries of PPL or ty per- 
sons acting for or at the direc- 
tion of foe administrators of PPL 

Hie making of an adminis- 
tration order triggered a pro- 
hibition on proceedings being 
commenced or continued ag- 
ainst the company. The court 
might grant leave for com- 
mencement of proceedings 
against the company under scc- 
tion U(3)(d)of the 1986 Act, 
provided foal foe application for 
leave disdosed that the juris- 
diction of foe court to entertain 
foe claim had been .sufficiently 
established in respect of a 
seriously arguable cum;. 

The order sought by foe ap- 


pfcante^ would operate to exclude 
foe assets from pari passu dis- 
tribution by foe administrators 
among foe unsecured creditors 
of the company in. accordance 
with the legislative scheme 
prescribed by foe 2986 Act. 

The essential Characteristic 

of the statutory scheme was 
that the liquidator or adminis- 
trator was bound to deal with 
foe assets of the company as di- 
rected by statute for the ben- 
efit of all creditors who ca roe 
in to prove a valid claim. If 3n 
asset was the absolute benefi- 
oal property of foe company 
there was no general pow£ 

m foe liquidator, the adminis- 

irator^ or the court to amend 
or modify the statutoiy scheme 
so as to transfer that asset or 
to declare it to be held for 


foe benefit of another person 
There was no prospect foa 
the court would, in tbepreseb 
grant a remedial construe 
live trust to the applicants 
since the effect of the statuto 

ty scheme applicable to an fo 
solvency was to shut out t 
remedy which would if avail 
able, have foe effect of confer- 
a priority not accorded bj 

foe nmvtMMt Vj 


**«. piuvcooDs oi me scuerne. 
bad been submitted for foe a 
pticant that “foe law moves 
That was true, but it could n 
legitimately be moved by jud 
Hal decisiofl down a road signt 
^No Entry” by ftarifrunenL Tt 
tasotvmxy road wasWqdjted o 
to remedial amstroctive trusr 
at least nhm 
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vehicle of discretion. - _ 
Kate O’Ha/iton, Barns 
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Roddick 

quits helm 
at Body 
Shop 
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Anita Roddick’s Rocky Ride 

Share price, pence ■ 

400 


Y’.-cVtfC-.; . 


The £oriy Years 


ot £4,000. It co-incides 


; acrcfis Soi® ^merra? 
\;ps sSte.r^f the.wrr^ 
^fesJfflQwns28*i--s.- 


IspaSsM? 


iBeback-WhBe.hefeaway 
of garageoimerTarfMcfifinn. 


Ill - ' 


Stock Market fitey- " .” ' ; . 

■'.-^^^^^gwspobflc Ini 9Mj 
:."£5n£ The shares soar as theen^ 
consumers of the 1980s warm . ft 


peakof350p in 1991 making Ari 
woman in Britain and one of thei 
-recognisable entrepreneurs, v 




by Nigel Cope 

Associate Gty Editor 

ANITA Roddick, the outspoken 
founder of the Body Shop retail em- 
pire. is to relinquish day-to-day con- 
trol of the company for the first time 
in the environmentally friendly 
group's 22-year history. The move fol- 
lows City disappointment over a sus- 
tained period of underperfbnnance 
caused by the company’s poor trad- 
ing, particularly in the United States. 

Ms Roddick, 55, who founded the 
company with a single store in Lit- 
tlehampton in 1976, will become co- 
chairman with her husband Gordon. 
Patrick Go urn ay, currently a director 
of Danone, the French foods group, 
will become chief executive in July. 

Separately, Body Shop is hoping 
to kick start its less-making American 
business by transferring it to a joint 
venture operation controlled by 
Adrian Bellamy, one of its non- 
executive directors. The Roddicks said 


said: “1 have no bloody idea." Gordon 
Roddick added that his wife’s title as 
chief executive “was always a bit of a 
misnomer” but that she would con- 
tinue to haven a significant input into 
the “creative” aspects of the business.” 

“I loathe financial pl anning ," his 
wife continued. “Everyone is always 
talking about budgets. Have you got 
the budget for this or for that Perhaps 
now I’U have a budget of my own." 

The changes were greetetj with a 
mixed reception in the Gty. One an- 
alyst said: “It doesn’t matter what title 
Anita has, she will still be bouncing 
around the business like a pin-balL” 

Robert Clark at Corporate Intel- 
ligence on Retailing, a retail consul- 
tancy, added: “There’s little doubt that 
Body Shop required changes at a 
senior level The problems were in or- 
chestrating all the far-flung parts of 
the business. They needed an or- 
ganiser, someone with experience on 
an international leveL" 

Mr Goumay, who was not avail- 
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they were making the changes be- able yesterday, was described as a 


also said they had no plans to sell their 
stake and retire. “When you have 
spawned a business like this it is very 
difficult to sever the umbilical chord 
when you haven’t quite achieved 
what you wanted. Td rather go to the 
grave knowing that I did what I 
could rather than looking back and 


chair man and a chief executive. Ms 
Roddick said that although Mr Gour- 
nay would be chief executive they had 
established certain “non-negotiables”, 
such as the company’s ethical stance. 
“Patrick’s vision is very closely allied 
to our own. We are just facing up to 
the reality that we don't know how to 


San Francisco. Basic retail mistakes 
were also made, such as having too 
many product lines, in poorly reno- 
vated stores with too few products that 
were tailored for the needs of indi- 
vidual countries. 

In America. Body Shop will form 
a joint venture with a company run 


^ — j vuaugw ut- auic yoiciudy, was ucauwcu <u a iajuiu lauitri uum luuuug uses, aiiu me rciuiy mat wc uun umuwuuwLO a juwi venture mu a tumpuiiy urn 

V cause they recognised that while by Adrian Bellamy, who became a 

they had certain skills they did not non-executive director of Body Shop 

I ‘I’d rather go to the grave knowing that I did what I could 
sprMd I rather than looking back and wondering’ - Anita Roddick 

Commenting on the prospect of .................... of the US business at net asset value. 


handing over the reins at the company 
she founded, Ms Roddick reacted in 
typically passionate fashion: “I am not 
taking a back seat. I have no inten- 
tion of marginalising myself from this 
business as a non-working director 1 
just can't see myself retiring. IwiHstill 
do what I do best - that's marketing, 
styling, image, store design and so on.” 

Asked wbat her new role as co- 
chairman would actually mean, she 


manager skilled at implementing 
change programmes at big businesses. 
He has spent 26 years with Danone, 
most recently as vice president of its 
North and South American division. 

The Roddicks confirmed they 
have no intention to revive plans to 
take the business private, having 
abandoned the idea in 1995 due to 
worries over high debt levels. They 


wondering. I don't see it as a burden. 
I think it will keep me feeling young 
for ever ” 

Gordon Roddick added: “lb go 
away from it now would be to say we 
weren't able to make this transition.” 

However, they denied there could 
be friction between directors in a com- 
plicated management structure that 
features two chairmen, a deputy 


get the business where we want it We 
know how to grow shops and take the 
format and repeat it We didn’t have 
the skills to re-think it.” 

She admitted that mistakes had 
been made, such as the hiring of some 
unsuccessful managers in the United 
States and the decision to move the 
US head office to North Carolina in- 
stead of a big city like New York or 


currently $49m. These options will be 
triggered between 2000 and 2002 
subject to performance targets. 

The company said it had been 
paving the way for the deal by buy- 
ing in 68 franchise outlets last year. 
It said the initiative for the deal had 
come from Mr Bellamy, who ap- 
proached the board last year. 

The changes were announced as 
the company announced flat pre-tax 


profits of £38m for last year. Like-for- 
like sales were also flat, reflecting 
problems in large markets such as 
America and the Far East. 

Losses at the US operation were 
cut from £3m to £1.7m but like-for- 
like sales were down by 5 per cent on 
last year and by 3 per cent in current 
trading. Same store sales in the Ear 
East are down 14 per cent in current 
trading, with Japan particularly weak. 

Body Shop has set np an internal 
review to examine its pasitiba as a ver- 
tically integrated retailer. This could 
lead to a restructure of its manufac- 
turing operations. Ms Roddick, who 
is increasingly concerned about store 
rents and the power of high street and 
shopping mail landlords, is keen to 
put more emphasis on direct selling. 
She is also keen to expand the Body 
Shop brand to include leisure services 
such as “weekend retreats". 

Body Shop shares dosed a penny 
higher at 120.5p. 

Outlook, page 23 


NatWest calls the 
future on a mobile 


By Lea Paterson 
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THE . PROSPECT of being 
able to run a bank account 
using a mobile phone moved a 
step nearer yesterday when 
NatWest joined forces with a 
telecoms company. 

NatWest and European 
Telecom have set up a new com- 
pany. a 50/50 joint venture 

called lifestyle Communica- 
tions, to develop and market 
mobile phone banking services 
in the UK. 

Lifestyle’s first product, a 
pre-paid mobile telephony ser- 
vice which allows NatWest cus- 
tomers to check balance details, 
is due out later this summer. 

The company intends to re- 
search and develop integrated 
mobile phone and banking ser- 
vices. It predicts customers wfll 
eventually be able to use their 
mobile phone to pay directly for 
goods and services. 

Customers should also be 
able to settle bills, move mon- 
ey between accounts and could 
even be able to download elec- 
tronic cash. 

Warren Hardy, chairman 
and chief executive of Euro- 
pean Tfelecom, said: “The tech- 
nology NatWest has been 
working will enable people to 


buy and pay for services via 
their Sim card [the card that 
slots into mobile phones and al- 
lows access to mobile phone 
networks]”. 

Steve Adams, head of IT at 
NatWest Card Services and 
chairman of Lifestyle, said: “1 
firmly believe that the tech- 
nology required for telephony, 
card payment and card-based 
services is a key area for future 
development”. 

Lifestyle’s customers wifi 
initially be able to use tbeir pre- 
paid mobile pbone only to 
check their NatWest balances 
and details of their last trans- 
action. However, Mr Hardy 
claims the company already 
has the technology to allow cus- 
tomers to “top-up” their pre- 
paid air time using a traditional 
credit or debit card. Rather 
than buying pre-paid “vouch- 
ers” for airtime, customers will 
be able to top up credit by 
pim ping card details into the 
mobile phone. 

The concept of mobile 
phone banking is not new. Bar- 
daycaid has an alliance with 
Ce licet and last year launched 
a mobile phone which allows 
Bardaycaid customers to check 
their account details. Barclays 
has also signalled its intention 


to continue developing so- 
called “value-added” mobile 
phone services. 

lifestyle says its new prod- 
uct, unlike that of Barclaycard, 
does not tie customers to one 
particular handset or one par- 
ticular network. Mr Hardy also 
said lifestyle was set on taking 
the mobile phone banking con- 
cept “several stages further”. 
He claimed the company was 
as little as 12 months away from 
developing a combined, credit 
and Sim card -a card that slots 
into the mobile phone, allows 
access to the network and also 
sen es as a debit or a credit card. 
Once this happens, the possi- 
bilities are endless, says 
Lifestyle. 

Customers will be able to 
pay for their mobile phone 
airtime “as they go”. The cost 
of the airtime will, via the tech- 
nology contained in the Sim 
card, be automatically deduct- 
ed from the customer's 
account. 

But, according to Lifestyle, 
the possibilities do not end there. 
Once the combined SSmAxafitor 
debit card is in place, customers 
wfll be able to pay for goods and 
services directly without the need 
for reading out card details over 
the telephone. 


Celsis 
chief quits 
to mount 
a bid 

By Peter Thai Larsen 

THE CHIEF executive of 
Celsis yesterday left the 
troubled manufacturer of 
contamination test kits to 
prepare a takeover bid far the 
company 

Shares in Celsis surged 
&5p to 41p as it announced 
that Arthur Holden, its chief 
executive of the past three 
and a half years, had re- 
signed due to a conflict of in- 
terest “Mr Holden has 
informed the Board of his in- 
terest in exploring options 
snch as acquiring or taking 
the company private,” Celsis 
said in a statement 

FbDowing fee move. Jack 
Rowell, the former England 
rugby coach who was previ- 
ously non-executive chair- 
man, will take over as acting 
chief executive. Meanwhile 
Chris Evans, the biotech- 
nology entrepreneur, be- 
comes chairman. 

Mark Harris, Celsis 1 fi- 
nance director, said Mr 
Holden’s interest in nmnnt- 
ing a bid for the cmqpaqylifid 
only come to light in the past 



Bell Canada to 
sell CWC stake 


Jack Rowefl: Takes over 
as acting chief executive 


few days. However, he added 
that there was “nothing on 
the tabled yet 

Mr Holden was yesterday 
understood to lie in Loudon 
attempting to drum np - sup- 
port for a potential offer. 

However his interest may 
Bush out other potential bid- 
ders. Mr Hanis yesterday re- 
vealed that Celsis had 
received “one or two en- 
quiries” from other compa- 
nies, although he added that 
these were “nothing sub- 
stantial”. 

Celsis* share price has 
slumped from over lOOp to 
5L5p this year as the com- 
pany has issued two profit 
warnings. The company yes - 
today confirmed those warn- 
ings by reporting a loss 
before taxation and excep- 
tional costs of £0 Am fin* the 
year to 31 March. Revenues 
increased by 46 per cent to 
£l&2m. 


By Peter Thai Larsen 

BELL CANADA, the tele- 
coms giant, yesterday put its 
14.25 per cent stake in telecom 
operator Cable & Wireless 
Communications up for sale 
just two months after insisting 
it had “no plans” to sell the 
stake. 

Shares in CWC dropped 
9 -5p to 442p as Bell said that it 
would use the proceeds from 
the sale to pay down debt and 
fund Investments in its core 
businesses. 

Bell declined to say when or 
how the sale would take place. 
However, it is most likely that 
the shares will be placed with 
institutional investors. 

At yesterday’s closing price, 
the stake is valued at almost 
£940m. 

Meanwhile Cable & Wire- 
less, CWCs major shareholder 
with a 52.6 per cent stake, said 
it would participate in the plac- 
ing process. The telecoms giant 
can raise its shareholding in 
CWC with approval from the 
other major shareholders. Bell 
Atlantic, the US group, bolds 
18.5 per cent of the shares. 

A spokesman for Bell said 
plans for the sale had been 
drawn up in the past few weeks 
following the conclusion of a 
strategic review. He said the 
proceeds would help fund re- 


cent investments in Bell’s 
wholly owned satellite telecom 
and information systems oper- 
ations. 

Observers said the sale was 
alto likely to have been inspired 
by a change of management 
Last week Bell confirmed that 
Jean Monty, its chief operating 
officer, was to become chief ex- 
ecutive. 

James Ross, telecom analyst 
at ABN Amro, CWCs stock- 
broker, said: “This announce- 
ment comes at a fortuitous 
time. Institutional confidence in 
CWC is now much better than 
it was before, and a lot more 
people are confident about the 
company’s prospects." 

CWC was created last year 
by a merger of Mercury, the 
long-distance operator, and ca- 
ble companies Bell Cableme- 
dia, Nynex and Videoiron. 
After a disappointing start the 
shares have performed strong- 
ly in recent months as CWC has 
restructured and announced 
plans to laimrh digital television 
services. They have more than 
doubled in value since last No- 
vember. 

Observers said that a plac- 
ing was likely to be well received 
by institutions, who have com- 
plained of a lack of liquidity in 
. the shares. At the moment, just 
14.7 per cent of CWCs shares 
are publicly traded. 


US set 
to block 
sale of 
Murdoch 
TV slot 


By David Usbome 

in New York 

THE UNITED States govern- 
ment moved last night to bar 
Rupert Murdoch, the media 
tycoon, from completing his 
$2.3 bn (£66 fan) sale of a kqF 
direct satellite broadcasting li- 
cence, owned together the tele- 
phone giant, MCI to Primestar, 
a cable television consortium. 

The action by the US Justice 
Department is just one more in 
st string of disasters flat have be- 
deviUed Mr Murdoch’s ambi- 
tions to extend his near-global 
satellite television empire to the 
one important market he has 
not conquered: North America. 

Joel Klein, the competition 
chief at the Justice Depart- 
ment, said in a statement that 
be was standing in the way of 
the sale on the grounds it would 
stifle competition between the 
cable and satellite industries. 

It is likely, however, that Mr 
Murdoch's News Cotp and MCI 
will move swiftly to appeal the 
decision. They may be joined in 
the effort by the members of the 
Primestar consortium. 

The Direct Broadcast Service 
(DBS} slot is one of only three 
available for transmisaons in the 
US. Primestar had planned to 
use it to launch a full-blown di- 
rect broadcast service in com- 
petition with the two other lone 
players in the field. DirecTV and 
EchoStar communications. 

Mr Klein was advised by his 
officials over a mouth agp that the 
acquisition of the slot by Prime- 
star would seriously undermine 
competition between cable and 
satellite providers in the US. 
The cable industry is already 
under attack for raising prices al 
four-times the rate of inflation. 

Primestar is owned jointly by 
I Denver-based Tele-Communi- 
cations Inc - owned by John 
Malone, a personal friend of Mr 
j Murdoch; Comcast; Tune 
Warner; Cox Communications 
and MediaOne Group. 

“Cable prices continue to in- 
crease rapidly and unless this ac- 
quisition is blocked, consumers 
will be denied the benefits of 
competition: lower prices, more 
innovation and better services 
and quality,” Mr Klein said. 

Underscoring that satellite 
broadcast represented the only 
effective competition to the ca- 
’ ble sector, Mr Klein added: 
“DBS presents the first real 
threat to the cable monopoly.” 

Mr Murdoch has knows 
nothing but frustration in trying 
to gain a foothold in satellite 
broadcasting in the US. News 
Corp and MCI originally set up 
a joint venture, American Sky 
Broadcasting, after MCI ac- 
quired the precious satellite 
slot for $62&5m in 1996. 

When MCI lost interest in 
the venture after becoming a 
target of corporate takeover, Mr 
Murdoch changed tack and at- 
tempted to acquire Denver- 
based EchoStar. It was after that 
deal fell through 12 months ago. 
that be then agreed with MCI 
to sell the slot to Primestar. 

Reacting to Mr Klein's de- 
cision, EchoStar spokeswoman, 
Karen Watson, said: “The Jus- 
tice Department made the right 
derision for competition and the 
consumer.” There was no com- 
ment from News Corp. 

The action was felt mean- 
while in the bond market, where . 
Primestar had been expected 
yesterday to make its ddbut with 
a $400m junk bond deal The 
deal was delayed, however. 
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Vaux profits 
fall flat 


SUNDERLAND may be 
vying for promotion back to 
tbe-Premier League but Vaux, 
the brewing to hotels group 
that sponsors them, has pro- 
duced a decidedly second 
division performance in recent 
years. As the table and graph 
opposite shows, the group's 
lacklustre profits growth has 
seen its shares underperform 
the market by almost SO per 
cent since 1993. 

Vaux, like all the regional 
brewers, has struggled to cope 
with the decline in beer sales 
and tbe growth in market 
share that the large brewers 
have managed to secure by 
pouring huge amounts of 
money behind their leading 
brands. 

The big rivals have also 
been able to turn the screw on 
Vhus’s managed-pub profits by 
investing billions of pounds in 
their own drains at the expense 
. of the traditional local Vaux’s 
own efforts to develop pub 
brands have been meagre by 
comparison. The stark contrast 
between' the 15 per cent rise 
in pub profits which Whitbread 
announced earlier this month 
and the Oat profits Vaux 
achieved tells its own story. 

Vaux has been able to seek 

solace at its hotels division. Its 
Swallow Hotels business, 
already a well-run operation, 
has grown rapidly thanks to the 
upturn in fire hotels cycle. 
But V&ux cannot rely on hotels 
for ever. That particular mar- 
ket is already showing some 
signs of flattening out 

Vauxs underlying pre-tax 
profits for the six months to 
March rose S per cent to 
£L 6 . 6 ta, but the overriding 
impression from the group's 
results presentation yester- 
day was that it will have to run 
increasingly hard to stand 
still. 

The imminent appoint- 
ment of a new chief executive 
could help reform this family- 
run group and revitalise the 
possibility of a break-up. But, 
with one half of the business 
obviously straggling, even that 
is not the attractive prospect 
it once was. 

Vaux’s shares slipped 
another 3p to 267-5p yes- 
terday. ABN Amro Hoare 
Govett forecasts current-year 
profits of £40. lm, putting the 
shares on a prospective priee- 
eamings ratio of 12. Despite 
trading on a huge discount to 
the market Vaux still looks 
high enough. 


Vaux: At a glance 
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Pricey paper 
at Taylor 


FOR EVIDENCE of over- 
heating in the new issues 
market, look no further than the 
flotation of Taylor & Frauds. 
Institutions have been scram- 
bling for shares in the scientific 
and technical publisher, which 
celebrates its 200 th anniversary 
this year. 

Yesterday, the group an- 
nounced that its - admittedly 
modest - share issue was 
approximately 10 - times over- 
subscribed. This means that a 
business which was originally 
supposed to be valued at about 
£lG 0 m wQl actually be worth 
almost 30 per cent more when 
its shares start trading at 2 Q 0 p 
on Monday. 

This is good news for tbe 
existing shareholders - mostly 
family trusts and a few venture 
capital groups - who have 
admirably resisted the tempta- 
tion to cash in. In fact, just 18 
per cent of the shares will be 
publicly traded when dealings 
begin. But it also begs the ques- 
tion whether the publishing 
group deserves to be valued on 
a dose to 20 per cent premium 
to the rest of the market. 

True, the likes of Reed 
Elsevier have proved just how 
lucrative sdentific publishing 
can be. When it comes to 
squeezing the most out of its 
subscribers, however, Taylor 
still has plenty to do. Margins 
00 its journals are currently just 
half the 40 per cent Reed con- 
sistently manages to make out 
of sdentific publications. . 

Taylor also has its work cut 
out on tbe book&side. Hie sec- 
tion, which contributed about a 
third of revenues but almost no 
profit last year, is being reor- 
ganised. Analysts think Taylor 
should eventually be able to 
make margins of about 5 per 
cent, offering plenty of 
prospects for growth. The chief 
executive, Tony Seivey. is also 
bullish about acquisitions, 
though die risk remains that. 


faced with competition from 
larger groups, he -will be 
tempted to overpay. 

But, at the moment, much 
of this potential has to be tak- 
en on trust Iky tar & Francis 
is a. solid business, but the 
shares are not worth chasing. 


Marginal lift 
at Westbury 


TO some extent, Westbury, 
the housebuilder, has been a 
victim of' its own success. 
After a strong rise in house 
prices the City is wondering 
just bow long the upturn can 
continue. The recovery has 
revived the spectre of the 
1980s property crash and held 
bade the whole sector. 

And for five years now 
Westbury has pursued a strat- 
egy of increasing earning* by 
improving margins rather dan 
rushing out to boost volumes. 
Sceptical investors are begin- 
ning to ask bow it can keep 
profits motoring without 
building many more homes. 

So far, Westbury has man- 
aged to confound its critics. 
Earnings in the year to Feb- 
ruary rose by 35 per cent to 
£30.6m despite a 3 per cent 
fall in volumes. 

And its results leaded sup- 
port to itsaigument that the 
housing market is not getting 
out of control. Prices are 
rising 5 per cent across the 
country. Taking the frothy 
London market out of the 
equation and that figure falls 
to 4 per cent, a rate that looks 
sustainable. Westinuy’s threer 
year land bank is also a com- 
fort if prices carry on rising. 

Shares in Westbury rose 
yesterday to 262.5p from 
25SL5p, valuing it at £292m. On 
forecast earnings of £45m, or 
28p a share, that puts it on a 
multiple of 9.4. Given West- 
bury trades below the housing 
sector average of 10.5, which 
itself is very lowly rated, its 
shares look good value. 


This advertisement is issued in compliance with the requirements of London Stock Exchange 
Limited (the “London Stock Exchange”)- It does not constitute an invitation to the public to 
subscribe for. or purchase, any securities in Taylor & Francis Group pic (die “Company*'). 
Application has been made to the London Stock Exchange for die whole of toe ordinary share 
capital of tbe Company, issued and to be issued, to be admitted to the Official List and it is expected 
that admission will become effective and that dealings will commence at 830 am an 18 May 1998. 


Hoare Govett Corporate Finance limited, which is regulated by The Securities and Futures 
Authority Limited, is acting solely for the Company in connection with the Placing and wiU not be 
responsible to anyone other than Iky lor & Francis Group pic for providing the protections afforded 
to customers of Hoare Govett Corporate Finance Limited or for providing advke in relation to the 
Placing. 


Taylor & Francis Group pic 

( Incorporated in England and Wiles, registered number 2280993 ) 



'*8 - 


Plating 

by 

Hoare Govett Corporate Finance Limited 

of 12,135.299 Ordinary Shares of 5p each 
at 200p per share 


Share capital immediately following die Placing 


Authorised 
Number Amount 
105.000,000 £5,250,000 


Issued and fully paid 

Number ■ Amount 
Ordinary Shams of 5p each 64,662,900 £2,235,145 


Taylor & Francis Group pic and the ordinary shares of 5p each in the Company are described in 
a document (die “Listing Particulars”) dated 12 May 1998. The Listing Particulars have been 
prepared in accordance with the listing rules of the London Stock Exchange and have been 
delivered to the Registrar of Companies for England and Wales in accordance with Section 149 
of the Financial Services Act 1986; 


Copies of the Listing Particulars are available {on payment of a fee, for collection only during 
normal business boms), up to and including 14 May 1998, from the Company Announcements 
Office. London Stock Exchange, Old Broad Street. London EC2N 1HP and (free of charge) 
{faring normal business hours, up to and including 26 May 1 998, from the registered office of tbe 
Company at 1 Gunpowder Square, London EC4A 3DE 


13 May 1998 


22/business 




Insurance rates crisis hits 


profits at Sedgwick 



By Andrew Verity 


INSURERS are being forced " 
to take losses just to hang on 
to business; Sedgwick Group 
said yesterday as it announced 
a 19 per cent drop in firet-quar- 
tex profits. 

Tbe country’s biggest broker 
said conditions in the London 
market for general insurance 
were hitting a nadir as under- 
writers struggled to keep their 
clients on board. 

Stuart Tarrant, finance di~ 

. rector, said: ‘The London mar- 
ket is in an absolutely parlous 
state as far as rates are con- 
cerned. That is where the prob- 


lem is. As at the moment the 

rates are 90 bad that if they ckjn’t 

turn around by the end of the 
year then tbe London market 
will have problems - and we 
know the problems if has had.*’ 

Sedgwick disappointed the 
City with a . wotse-than- 
expected fall in pre-tax profits . 
to £35 3m before exceptional®, 
compared with £43-5m in .the 
same period last year. 

Sedgwick Ltd, the group's 
general insurance broking amu 
saw revenues fall by 5 per cent 
in the teeth of tough market 
conditions. A disposal of its 
Netherlands business at the 
end of tbe first quarter last year 


umwM — 1 - — » * 

venture in Italy has yet to pro- 
duce its full benefits. 

The group saw profits hit by 

£25m because of the effect of 
the strong pound on its over- 
seas operations. Without the 
impact of sterling, the group’s 
broking income would have 
increased by 3 per cent to 
£231 3m. 

Sax Riley, chairman of 
Sedgwick, said: “These results 
are in line with our expeflatiois 
which took account of the con- 
tinuing decline of insurance 
rates in the international mar- 
kets. We remain confident 
about the group’s underlying 


t radin g performance for 1998 

as a whole” 

But Rob White-Cooper,. 

chief executive, admitted the 
‘group would be. affected by 
heated competition in Lon- 
don market insurance rates. 
“Rfe are still seeing very mate- 
rial reductions coming through 
in classes like aviation, energy 
and marine for the second, 
third year in a row.” 

Sedgwick has increasingly 
shifted towards fee income 
rather t ba n commissions, which 
have dwindled as insurers have 
struggled to undercut each 
other. Sedgwick Noble 
Lowndes, its employee benefits 


consultancy, now brags m 25 , 
oer cent of its income. 

However, SNL&alsoBrttq... 

incur a hefty £ 35 m<±axgefcx. 

the second stage of thepeason 

mis-sei-tog review.- SNL has : 
warned that this Sffnecotdd be 

exceeded. ‘ _ 

Sedgwick shares slid by 3S$ 
yesterday -to close ai I54p, . 
valuing the group at £872ni. ..jL. 

' In a separate development,- *?/ 
Lloyd's of London renewed-:^., 
its call for a “fundamental 
reappraisal” rfffiewayfbenarr 

ket works. Max l&yior. chair- 
man, said the market needed to 
simplify its structures in.a bid 
to boost competitiveness. 



(From left) publishing director Stephen 
Neal, chief executive Tony Seivey, sales and 
marketing director Roger Horton, and 
finance director Tony Faye of Taylor & 
Francis, which yesterday announced that its 
flotation had been about 10 tones 
oversubscribed. Mr Sehrey said the sdentific 
and technical pubfishfag group was prepared 
to spend up.to £K)Om on acquisitions. “We 
are looking at half a dozen targets,” he said. 
‘The flotation allows us to pursue them 
with more vigour.” ' 

The company celebrates its 200th 


anniversary this year. The flotation values 
Taylor & Francis at £129-3 m, compared 
with earlier estimates of about £100m- 
The families of several academics who 
invested in the business when it turned 
itself into a private company in the 1930s 
have been made multi-millionaires by the 
flotation. Most shareholders are holding on 
to the majority of their shares, however. 
The placing raised £13.7 m, net of expenses, 
for the company. 

Investment Column, this page 
Photog'aph: Neville Elder 


Applied Power raises 


bid for Vero to £M6m 


THE BATTLE for control for 
Vero Group,' &C/ electronic 
components .firm, escalated 
yesterday, when Applied Power 
trumped its rival with a higher 
bid that has won the support of 
the target company's board. 

Vero announced it had 
agreed to a £115 J5m offer from 
Applied Power, which is a di- 
versified engineering company. 

Applied Power had earlier 
made a £94.4m bid for Vero on 
23 April but was tramped by a 
£ 1022 m bid from another US 
company, Pentair. 

The offer values each Vero 
share at 192p. Vero shares 
were quoted I3p, or 6 per cent 
higher, at 1955p by tbe close 
of business today. 

Vero said the offer repre- 


sented a premium of about 613 
per cent to tbe dosing middle 
market quotation of 119p per 
Vero share on 19 March, the 
business day preceding the an- 
nouncement of the approach. 

Applied Power expects ics 
improved offer, though higher 
than its earlier one, would be 
accretive to earnings per share 
in the first full year of owner- 
ship. 

Die company, however, said 
that the statement did not 
mean that its future earnings 
per share would be necessarily 
greater than its EPS for the fi- 
nancial year to 31 August, 1997. 

Vero’s directors, represent- 
ing 16.4 per cent of shares, have 
already given undertaking to 
the offer. 


Brian Gay, Vero’s group 
managing director, said the in- 
creased offer “represents a sig- 
nificant uplift . to both the 
original Allied Ifower cash offer 
of 157p per share and the Pen- 
tair cash offer of 170p per 
share” and that the board was 
therefore recommending the 
offer. 

Richard Sim, chairman and 
chief executive of Allied Rawer, 
said he was delighted Vero’s 
board had recommended tbe 
offer. “APW strongly believes 
that the acquisition of Vero will 
create significant value, as Vfero 
will both receive benefits from 
and provide benefits to Allied 
Power’s custom electronic en- 
closure and Wlright Line busi- 
nesses/* he said. 


Bid battle for Courtaulds : 
looms as PPG confirms talks 


A BIDDING war for one of Britain’s oldest companies vnsset 
to break outafter US paints and glas group PPG Industries^ 
firmed yesterday it was in talkswith Coimauld^ 
fibres company. PPG has teamed up with tbe US m^menttemk 
Donaldson Lufkin & Jenrette in tbe approach. PGG Stodrftbe 
talks led to an offer it would retain tbe coating business and DIJ 
would acquire the remaining businesses. Courtaulds. which tes 
already agreed a bid from the Dutch chemicalsgroup Akzq Nobd, 
on Monday revealed a second bid approach from an unnamed 
third party which it said could make an offer above that ofAkzo’s. 


UK acquisitions fall in 1998 


EXPENDITURE on acquisitions of UKoompanies by otherUK } . - - 
companies in the first three months of 1998 fell from ttemg) • ; 
Value recorded in the previous quarter. The . value m- the . fourth, 
quartet of 1997 was the highest ever recorded at£363bn and was 
largely attributable to the acquisition of Grand Metropolitan, by- 
Guinness. Expenditure on acquisitions in the UK by overseas ! com- 
panies increased to £92bn in the first quarter from £3.7bfl in the _ . 
previous quarter, reflecting three large transactions. 


Regions see production grow 


ft 


THREE of Britain's 11 regions, the South-West, East Mkflands aiki 
fvytfland, frgw frirfayf the trend fn fn.-innfaehrnng-anri enjoyed 

growth in orders and output during the past four months. These 
were also the most affected by dolls shortages. The others all saw . 
production fall, with the steepest declines in die North and the Ndrtfi- 
wesL Looking ahead to the next four months, businesses tirNorth- 
era Ireland are the most optimistic, according to a report yesterday 
from the CBI and Business Strategies. ■ ■ ■ i 


Cobham pays £40m for Conax 


COBHAM, the aeronautical components and systems supplier, is 
to buy Conax Corp of the US for £4(L5m in cash. lt plans to place 
4.6 miQioa new Cobham shares for cash at L070peach to raise around 
£49.6m. The proceeds will be'ubed mainJyto fmdnd e the acquit 
tion of Conax, which manufactures electro^xpkisireariuafed devices, 
gas storage release systems and oxygen delivery systems. . 


Soda Ash buys Brunner Mond 


SODA ASH Investments, an acquisition vehicle with backing from 
CVC Capital, has made an agreed 190p-anshare offer Join 
Brunner Mond, valuing the chemicals group at about £145m. 


Midland creates 300 jobs 


MIDLAND Bank is creating 300 new jobs with the expansion of 
its fourth telephone handling centre in Edinburgh, which was 
officially opened yesterday. The centre took its first calls at tire 
end of last September and currently employs 300 people. 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Turnover £ Pre-tax£ EPS 


Dividend 
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smwmiPnms, who is due to retire 
as chairman of HSBC at the end of the 
month, yesterday lost his chance to 
become the next chairman of the 
British Horseracing Board (BHB), 
the shadowy body which runs racing in 
this country. 

The BHB’s nine-strong committee 
decided at their meeting in Portman 
Square. London, to appoint mflBooairc 
entrepreneur Peter SsviU as chairman 
instead. 

Not that “officially” anything 
happened at alL So opaque is the horse 
rating set-up, so mired in the past, that 
“officially” there wasn't even an 
election, let alone a list of candidates 


or a formal vote. The problem is that 
a chairman has never been selected 
before. 

Lord Hartington was the first 
chairman, when the Jockey Club set the 
BHB up. His successor. Lord Wsfce- 
ham, popped up unopposed at the 
prompting of a government committee. 
When Lord Whkeham announced he 
wanted to step down, all sorts of 
names were touted to replace him, in- 
cluding Sir Peter Middleton, chairman 
of Barclays Capital. 

But yesterday Mr SavilL who made 
a £40m fortune through publishing and 
tourism in tbe Caribbean, came Grom 
behind to beat Sir Willi by a head. 

Sir Willi. 67. former chairman of the 
Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club, said he 
“congratulated Peter Savill on his 
election as chairman of tbe BHB and 
wished him every success In what is a 
challenging and important position 
for British horseracing.” 

A spokesman for Sir Willi, when 
asked what the former chairman will 
do instead when he retires, said: “He 
hasn’t said yet Of course, right up un- 
til the minute of his retirement he will 
devote all his energies to the interests 
of the shareholders of HSBC.” 


SAVE Scribes! Down with the Corpo- 
ration! 

Let me explain this insurrectionary 
outburst. Scribes Cellar, the private 
members’ club off Fleet Street which 
hosts the Stock Market Reporters* 
Club, is to close. 

And, if that isn't bad enough, the 


Carmelite Street boozer and talking 
shop is to shut its doors at the orders 
of tbe Corporation of London, so that 
the building can be redeveloped. 

This has all the makings of a classic 
PR disaster. The Chy Corporation has 
managed to alienate all the journalists 
in London working as market' re- 
porters in one fell swoop. Where will 
the Club’s meetings on the last 
Thursday of each month be held now? 

John Arthur, who helped set up 
Scribes 21 years ago and has owned it 
for the last 10 years, said yesterday: 
“The Corporation served notice on us 
last December to terminate the lease 
in June. This is despite the fact that they 
[the Corporation) haven’t put in for 
planning permission yeL I’ve found it 
extremely difficult to find out what's 
going on. Its a great shame.” 

Mr Arthur says he has been “inun- 
dated by over 50 members offering to 
petition the Corporation to save 
Scribes. 

“I’ve found it extremely difficult to 
get an explanation from them [the 
Corporation! an what's going on. 
We’ve had no contact with any dev- 
elopers ... the Corporation, as usual, 
has been totally obtuse,” Mr Arthur 
concluded bitterly. 

A spokeswoman for th<? Corpora- 
tion did lr y to gm a comment foVme 

J^^butwasunabtetodo^ 

tht ume of going to press. In the mean- 

xvs;T sotso ” eciubprera ^ 


GAVIN Hastings, f omttr raptain of 


Scotland, The British Lions and ail- , 
round rugby hero, is beading up a new • 
joint venture in public relations in 
Edinburgh. 

The mneh-cappefl Scottish full -J 
back retired from international rug-, 
by after the last World Cup two and 1 
a half years ago, and since then has -, 
been building up his own sports con- -' 
sultancy, Hastings International,' 
trough which he brokers sponsorship S\’ 
deals for people like the Scottish'^ 
encketteam. . - 

Now he has teamed np with' fije 
London-based PRoulfit CraigK^yiar 
international to formCraigie Hastings; 
which will operate independently J 
Hastings Internati onal 
“My profile up here should hei£ 
Jpen doors to clients*" -s^sjiSavia 
~^ e ^ e 8 a tremendous buzz in Scot- 
land linked with the ne w Scottish^ « 
utment. As far as this business goes.' 
the sky’s the limi t w 

As for playing the game, Gavin hds " r 
only donned a rugger shirt in anger 
twee this year, including fast Saturday 
,f n he played in a benefit forliis-bld ' 
colleague Den* White. , - “T* 

I wonder if he will rjosspaifr; with 1 
Jack Rowell, the former Endandragbv e 
manager who yesteiday moved side- ^ 
ways from being chairman re ac ting A 
chief executive at Celsis/ffie troubled - 
company? ' : ’\ 

As Ce Isis’s former chTef executive, ' 
Aranr Holden, prepares abidfor tfe.- 
^aerperfonning company, Tm .surir' 
Jack could use all the positive spinV • 
hecangeL ..i.zT':/ 
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These City ways are an economic liability 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE CITY'S 
UNDERWRITING 
CARTEL: HOW THE 
GOVERNMENT IS IN 
A MUDDLE OVER 
ENERGY; AND BODY 
SHOP'S PROBLEMS 


THE PROVISIONAL set of proposals 
published Oris week ly the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission for tedding the City 
underwriting, cartel ins received an aston- 
ishingly mixed press (some of it downright 
hostile) for what, on the face of it, seems 
a considered and entirely reasonable re- 
sponse to a very dear and old-established 
abuse - that of fixed commissions for a 
usually exclusive group of City cronies. 

iriPTtfcti ft. . 1 I * - .1 


ed interest which hasso severely stunted our 


inquiry, must be wondering what she did 
to deserve the scorn being poured on her, 
especially since in a rare display of gjasnost 
the MMC is breaking with precedent io pub- 
lish its provisional findings so they ran be 
properly debated publkiy before a decision 
is made on whether to act 

Admittedly, the underwriting cartel is a 
problem largely in abeyance right-now. In 
pan this is because City practitioners have 
responded to the throat of action by re- 
forming their ways, but it is mainly to do 
with the fact that there simply aren’t many 
rights issues of size being launched these 
days. It may well be that even if they were 
to return in a big way - which doesn't look 
likely given the present trend among com- 
panies to redeem their capital- that things 
have moved on and the old system would 
have broken down anyway. All the same, 
we can’t rely on that happening. 

No anti-competitive practice of this type 
deserves any kind of place in a modem free 
market economy. There are obviously mudi 
deeper and more important causes for 
Britain’s poster industrial dedine than the 
Gty underwriting cartel, but it may have been 
a miner hit player in the sony roll call of vest- 


noi generally been in the wider interests of 
the Bri tis h economy, and by encouraging 
wasteful and inefficient allocation of capi- 
tal, it is not entirely dear it has acted in the 
interests of big institutional investors either. 

That these vaguetyconupt, OOTyisb,City 
ways should continue to find their sup- 
porters, not just among those who benefit 
from them, but in usually right thmlrfng 
politicians and commentators too is in- 
dicative of just how much of a task there 
remains to be done in preparing the British 
"economy for the twenty first century. Out- 
side the Chance Dor's office, which seems 
to recognise the importance of these things, 
there is tittle evidence of the new Govern- 
ment pursuing reform with the vigour and 
urgency required. The Competition Bill is 
obviously an important advance on what 
went before, but the government has 
pulled its punches on' a range of issues 
(predatory pricing being just one) thereby 
wasting d» opportunity for root and branch 
reform of competition policy. 

The contrast with the United States Jus- 
tice Department, which is turning on two 
of the country's most successful companies 
-Microsoft and Intel -in pursuit of its trust 
busting traditions, could hardly be greater. 
Would the competition authorities here in 
Britain have acted with the decisiveness of 
yesterday’s action by the US Justice De- 
partment to block Rupert Murdoch’s sale 
of satellite capacity to cable TV operators? 
Now why does that seem so unlikely? 

Repeatedly the US has waged war on 

its dominan t suppliers and rartek, it has bro- 


ken up its monopolies ami banished Hsprioe 
fixers. Meanwhile, the US economy has not 
only survived these onslaughts, but it has 
prospered and flourished. Might there not 
be the tiniest, weeny bit of a connection be- 
tween these the two things? 

Coal puts Labour 
in a hole 

THE GOVERNMENT’S apparent deter- 
mination to save the British coal industry 
is turning into an interesting test of its com- 
mitment to free and open markets. The 
choice lies between fixing the dcctririty gen- 
erating maricet to ensure aguaranteed ton- 
nage of coal sales or sticking with the idea 
that competition between energy sources 
is the best means of achieving lower prices. 

Somewhere between these two positions, 
there is also a debate going cm about en- 
ergy policy. Should Britain allow itself to 
become as dependent on natural gas for its 
electricity generating needs as it once was 
on coal? The arguments for guaranteeing 
coal a fixed share on grounds of security 
of supply and diversity of supply are weak. 
Gas hi plentiful, its not vulnerable to m- 
terruption through industrial action and gas- 
fired plant is capable of being modified to 
bumcoaL 

Despite this, ministers seem inclined to 
do something far coaLAndft is leading them 
into dai^roustenitCEry. The idea of a mora- 
torium chi any further gas-fired power sta- 
tions, say for five years, now appears to be 
common ground between theTteasury and 
the Department afTlade anrilndustiy.What 


have already been granted for gas-fired pfemL 

In the short-term, this wffl do little for 
the coal industry. There is already enough 
gas-fired capacity actually under construc- 
tion to displace the output of five or six large 
pits. But 1 what it would do is halt the march 
of gas and guarantee at feast a readual mar- 
ket for coal. Ministers should think very 
carefully before intervening in this way. 
Apart from malrfng their environmental tar- 
gets harder to achieve, it would send out 
all the wrong messages about the govern- 
ment's attitude to inward investment and 
open markets. Miners jobs would be saved 
for a while but at a much greater cost to 
Britain’s longer-term interests. 

Anita can’t cut the 
umbilical cord 

ANITA Roddick isn’t often wheeled out at 
City presentations these days. Most of the 
timesheprefeistobehalfwayup the Ama- 
zon or some such place, searching for the nest 
jojoba ofl-BiUwt; got her in full flow yesterday 
with all the New Age mumbo jumbo that has 
made her such a handful ferr lhe‘ A pm-striped 
dinosaurs” of the City she tones so little. 

Instead of the baring management speak 
uttered by most chief executh«s we had Anita 
on hemp (“so useful”) umbilical chords (the 
business isher baby) and “shopping maD ter- 
rorism (don’t ask). No wonder she and the 
City never got on. Neither party can have a 
single due what the other is talking about. 

In her new role as co-chairman we may 


be seeing even less of Ms Roddick in the 
Square MDe from now on. This is a shame 
id same ways but investors in this under- 
performing company might wonder 
whether yesterday's management re- 
structure will really dian^ anything. . 

Fbr a stmt. Body Shop now looks aw- 
fully crowded at the top. "Ws have two ex- 
ecutive co-chairman (Gordon and Anita), 
an executive deputy chairman and a new 
chief esecutive. The Roddicb say they wiB 
not interfere but is that really likely in an 
entrepreneurial business where the two 
founders are both on the board and have 
a 26 per cent stake? 

All this is not to say that changes were 
not necessary if Body Shop is to remain a 
public company. It has become increasingly 
dear that the existing management does not 
have the range of skills to manage an em- 
pire that takes in manufacturing and re- 
tailing and sprawls across continents. 
Manufacturing will now be reviewed and 
the US business b being placed under a joint 
venture. More changes wfll follow. Body 
Shop could eventually end up as more of 
a brand manager, like Virgin, than an op- 
erator of stores, factories and so on. 

Unfortunately, none of this resolves the 
core issue of ownership. The Roddicks say 
they abandoned plans to take Body Shop 
private three years ago because they did not - 
want to swap one set of landlords (brokers 
and investors) for another (bankers look- 
ing after their mezzanine finance). What 
they have now is an uneasy compromise. 
They r emain a quoted PLC, but everyone 
knows they don't feel comfortable with ft. 
Not a happy state of affairs. 


BOC pledges radical 
«review as profits dive 


By Andrew Yates 


BOC, the troubled inter- 
national gases company, 
yesterday announced a far 
ranging review into its entire 
business designed to stem a 
rapid dedine in its profits. The 
reviews likely to lead to a rad- 
ical shake-up of the group in an 
effort to slash costs. 

The announcement came as 
BOC revealed a 17 per cent fefl 
in pre-tax profits to £1 79.8m for 
the six months to March due to 
the economic turmoil in Asia 
and the strong pound 

BOC is looking at imple- 
menting a more centralised 
operational structure to keepa 
flight rein on costs. The group 
may also embark on a large 


scale disposal programme or 
slim down some of its wmst per- 
forming units, which would in- 
evitably involve job cuts. 

Prime candidates for reform 
include BOC’s chilled food 
division and its French distrib- 
ution operation. Danny Rosen- 
kxantz, BOC’s chief executive, 
said yesterday the (wo business 
had plunged into the red over 
the last few months. The chilled 
food division encountered prob- 
lems after taking on a loss-mak- 
ing contract and the French 
business has been hit by diffi- 
cult local economic conditions. 

As the biggest speciality 
gases producer in Aria, BOC 
has been badly affected by the 
economic crisis in the region. 
The group predicted yesterday 


that the turmoil in the Far 
East is far from over, with the 
Japanese economy at severe 
risk of falling into recession. 

BOC has been vulnerable to 
the sharp rise in the value of the 
pound, which wiped another 
£13m off its pre-tax profits in the 
six-month period. The crash in 
the worid-wide semiconductor 
market lias also battered profits 
at its vacuum technology busi- 
ness, which is heavily dependent 
on the sector. ’ 

BOC has already embarked 
on a large programme to im- 
prove the efficiency of the 
business but its latest initiative 
wfll dramatically accelerate this 
process. The group is also look- 
ing for acquisitions after re- 
cently selling Ohmeda, its 


healthcare business, for £630m. 

Mr Rozenkranz said yes- 
terday: “The sale of Ohmeda 
was a key moment in the his- 
tory of BOC. Now we have got 
to sort out bow we are going to 
run the rest of the business. We 
have got to get more improve- 
ments." 

BOC has underperformed 
the FTSE 100 by around a fifth 
over the last 12 months after 
problems in Asia left it with a 
gjoomyearnings outlook. An- 
alysts cut current-year profit 
forecasts by another £35m to 
£420 m. However, its shares 
rose 35p to 976p as the City 
welcomed the group’s move to 
dear fts decks. The group plans 
to unveil the results of its review 
by August 


BMW rules out higher Rolls offer 


By Michael Harrison 

BMW yesterday ruled out 
making an increased offer for 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars as the 
cat-and-mouse game with \tolk- 
swagen for control of the luxury 
car maker continued. 

Speaking at the group’s an- 
nual shareholders meeting in 
Munich, Bemd Pischetsrieder, 
the chairman of BMW said: 
‘“'Under no circumstances will 
we change our offer for Rolls- 
Royce.” 

But he said that BMW, 
whose £340m offer was topped 
by one of£430m from VW last 
week, continued to believe that 
it would clinch the deal in a 
speech to shareholders,. Mr 
Pischetsrieder said: “We said at 


the end of last year that we 
would make only one offer 
and we have made only one. 
Therefore we are surprised by 
the public debate about 
whether we would make an- 
other." 

Shareholders in Vickers, 
the parent company of Rolls, 
meet on 4 June to decide be- 
tween the two bids. The com- 
pany yesterday issued a circular 
to shareholders urging them to 
reject BMW’s offer and accept 
the higher bid from VW. 

. Mr Pischetsrieder reiterat- 
ed that BMW would end its 
contract to supply engines for 
the Rolls-Royce Silver Seraph 
and the Bentley Araage If the 
business was sold to VW. The 
terms of the contract require it 


to give 12 months notice. 

However, the outcome of 
the bid battle between the two 
German carmakers may yet 
rest with the aero-engine mak- 
er Rolls Royce pic which owns 
the rights to the Rolls-Royce 
name and trademark. 

It has made plain its back- 
ing for the bid from BMW, with 
which it already has an aero-en- 
gines joint venture. VW would 
probably have to pay a sub- 
stantial licence fee and give 
Rolls-Royce pic extensive guar- 
antees about how the name 
would be protected before the 
aero-engine maker would agree 
to the transfer of the marque 
to a foreign buyer. 

Vickers was initially en- 
gaged in a furious war of words 


with Rolls-Royce PLC over 
what it saw as the aero-engine 
company's attempts to interfere 
in the sale process and under- 
mine its ability to maximise re- 
turns for Vickers shareholders. 

But last night the Vickers 
camp was endeavouring to take 
the heat out of the row. 

“There is no point resur- 
recting the barney we have 
last week. Let's just writ for the 
shareholders to vote on 4 June 
and then everyone will know 
where they are,” said a 
spokesman. 

One of Vickers institution- 
al shareholders said yesterday 
that Rolls-Royce pic was be- 
having “perfectly property in 
seeking to defend the interests 
of its own shareholders". 


Biotech forced to 
delay meeting 


By Andrew Yates 
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BRITISH BIOTECH was yes- 
terday forced to delay a crucial 
research and development 
meeting for analysts because it 
is busy compiling a circular to 
shareholders designed to 
counter damaging allegations 
against the group by Dr Andrew 
Millar, its disaffected former di- 
rector of dinical research. 
g.. The announcement came as 
it emerged that vultures, in the 
form of rival dregs groups, are 
circling the group looking to 
pick off some of its senior staff 
and products. 

Analysts believe large com- 
panies such as Zeneca, Glaxo 
Wellcome . and SmithKline 
Beecham as well as a host of 
smaller biotech firms could 
add to British Biotech’s woes 
by poaching key personnel such 
as Pam Kirby, a highly re- 


spected executive that joined 
the group from Astra. 

Several major drugs compa- 
nies are also beheved to have run 
a slide rule over British Biotech, 
attracted by the fact that is has 
a rash pile" equivalent to 30p a 
share compared to 'a current 
share price of just 70^p But bid- 
ders have been deterred by 
growing doubts about the effi- 
cacy of its treatments, particu- 
larly Zarnfey. its pancreatitis 
drug. The speed with which 
the group is using up its spare 
resources with an espemave de- 
velopment programme has also 
caused concern. 

British Biotech said that its 
research and development 
meeting to discuss its pipeline 
of drugs was now scheduled for 
June IS. 

Analysts raised concerns 



Dr Keith McCuIlagh: Preparing circular to answer critics 


that the group’s drug pro- 


gramme has been heavily over- 
shadowed by Dr Millar’s 
charges. 

British Biotech has faced a 
stream of allegations from Dr 
Millar since he was fired from 
the group last month. It plans 
to produce a circular answer- 


ing these daims as soon as pos- 
sible. But thus far the group has 
been reticent to release a pub- 
lication dale. C3ty observers re- 
mains sceptical that the circular 
will be enough to save the job 
of Keith McCuIlagh, the 
group’s chief executive. 
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Birmingham 
welcomes 700,000 
visitors to the 
International 
Motor Show. 
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(Now, there’s a city that’s 
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Schalken profits 


from late call 


Sty John Roberts 

in Rome 


HAVING begun the day frus- 
trattngfy, making tetephoce caUs 
to a perpetually engaged airiine 
reservations number, the Du tab- 
man Sjeng Schalken was de- 
lighted hot to have booked a 
flight heme from the Italian 
Open last night The “lucky 
loser” from the qualifying event, 
pressed into action only an hour 
before play was due to start, 
eliminated Fht Rafter, the Unit- 
ed States Open champion, in the 
first round, 6-3, 6-7, 6-4. 

For the second time within a 
week, Schalken had profited 
from Mare Rosset’s injury prob- 
lems. The Swiss former Olympic 
champion had been forced to re- 
tire against Schalken during the 
second set of their first-round 
match in Hamburg, and a re- 
currence of the injury to his low- 
er back caused him to withdraw 
from the Rafter match. “I think 
fm going to take Mr Rosset out 
for dinner,” Schalken said. 

Knowing that a few players 
were less than 100 per cent fit on 
arriving at the Foro Itaiico, the 
Dutchman practised for four 
hours on Monday and bit with 
his compatriot Jan Siemerink 
yesterday morning. Apart from 
improving Se haflaen 's footwork, 
the exercise enabled him to get 


used to the light h alls that hajd 
bamboozled him during the 
qualifying tournament. “They 
were so fast I couldn’t keep them 
in the court,” Schalken said “It 
was like playing at altitude." 

Resolving to attack Rafter's 
serve - “I tried to get on top of 
it, because if you go too far be- 
hind the baseline his kick is un- 
believable” - Schalken won the 
only service break and was ready 
when the second one arrived in 
the third set. “The rnafidi was 50- 
50, but I could hold my serve all 
the time,” he said. 

It was fourth-seeded 
Rafter’s first match since taking 
a month’s break after losing to 
the American Brian MacPhie in 
the second round of the Japan 
Open, and the Australian’s first 


■were made to fed even more un- 
comfortable when tbe Australian 


“I had to wear Hack, because 
I didn’t have arty white shirts 
with me that had [advertising] 
patches on them,” Rafter said. 
“I should have rung my mum up 
and asked her to bring some 
more. It was surprisingly hot I 
was pretty knackered at the 
end" And the cap? “Tm very 
particular about the cap. Being 
a serve and volleyer, it’s got to 
fit just right, otherwise it will fall 
off when Tm playing. I didn’t 
bring it with me. How smart is 
that on a day like today?” 

' Fete Sampras, the world No 
I, won his first match in Rome 
since bis triumph in 1994. The 
American defeated Sweden’s 


contest on clay since losing to 1 Thomas Enqyfet, 7-6, 6-4, a per- 
Sergi Bruguera in last year's formance that helped put behind 



French Open semi-finals. 

Rafter, who tends to take 
time off from the tour before 
the Italian championships and 
after Wimbledon, considered 
that he had prepared well for his 
return to the courts. While this 
might have been true in terms 
of practice, he did overlook a 
couple of items that help dur- 
ing an hour and 46 minutes on 
court on hot^iumid days - light 
coloured shirts, and a cap. 

Starting tbe match wearing a 
deep red shirt, Rafter eventual- 
ly changed into a white one with 
stripes. Sweltering spectators 


him his defeat in Monte Carlo, 
6-1, 6-1, against Fhbrice Santoro. 

Santoro also defeated Sam- 
pras in the first round in 1995, 
when the American was de- 
fending the Italian tide he won 
with such style in 1994. His com- 
patriot Jim Courier beat him in 
the opening round last year. 

“Conditions this time are 
rimQar to when I woo rt,” Sam- 
pras sakL u As the match went on 
I was feeling the ball better, the 
<hH4i«nri w^ rnitiTng ^ro <ff T d arid 
I was serving well” Moreover, he 
remembered to play in white like 
a true Wimbledon champion. 


Wigan* DarinyMoara (left) and Mar* Bdi put the Meerkats through their paces at Central Park yesterday 


PhotQgraphr Ben Dtofly 


Southern’s party breaks all the barriers 


AS THREE black South African 
cricketers unpack their suitcas- 
es and the debate rages cnex then: 
Rugby Union's multi-racial cre- 
dentials, or the lack of them, an- 
other sporting team from that 
country has been going about i(& 
business in Britain. 

The South African Meerkats 
Mirn League side crosses tbe bar- 
riers in more ways than one. Set 


up by the expatriate Wtdnesian, 
Dave Southern, the make-up of 
a 21-strong squad that ends its 


work m townships, with the boys 
and girls who represent one of 
the great untapped reservoirs of 
talent in world sport. 

Southern was going into 
places tike Soweto and Alexan- 
dra long before rugby union 
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Bradford 


Brighton 
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Chester • Esher 
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Guildford 
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Leeds • Leicester 


London, Bishopsgat* 
Nottingham • Sheffield 
Torquay • Wigan 


choosing a Rolex 


Wilmslow 


WALKER * HALL: 


Altrincham 


Cardiff 


is choosing where to do it. 


Dudley. Menyhill Centre 
Ilford ■ Leicester, Shires 
Lincoln - Middlesbrough 
Newcastle 


Nottingham ■ Oxford 
Sheffield. Meadow hall 


Thurrock ■ Woking 


NORTHERN GOLDSMITHS: 


Newcastle 


ALFRED CHILLCOTT ft CO. 


CEO. ATTENBOROUGH. 


London. Fleet Street 


BRACHER ft SYDENHAM. 


Reading 


GEO. FARRERz 


Tunbridge Wells 


MUNSEY ft CO. 


Cambridge 


STRADUNGS. 


Cirencester 


J A HASKELL: 


Ipswich 


ROBINSON. 


Shrewsbury 



The Goldsmiths Group is the country's 
leading chain of quality jewellers, incorporating 
not only Goldsmiths but Walker and Hall. 

Indeed, it was Goldsmiths that became 
the very first Official Rolex: Retailer in the 
country, at the invitation of Rolex, in 1919. And 
Rolex have always been as uncompromising in 
the selection of their jewellers as they are in 
the manufacture of their watches. 


Only a jeweller with the very finest 
traditions of quality and service will do for 
a chronometer which takes over a year to 
construct, from over two hundred meticulously 
crafted parts. 

So once you 've decided on a Rolex, there's 
only one other decision you have to make. 

And because Rolex is available at no fewer 
than forty- one branches, the choice is wide open. 


G-O-L-D-S-M'IT-H-S WALKE R & HALL 

The first officially appointed Rolex stockists in the UK. 
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Dave Hadfield meets 
a young group from 
the townships with a 
new brand of rugby 


showed any interest, but his 
modified game now has afootin 
both camps. 

Although what the- kids are 
playing is dearly a variant of rug- 
by league - 'with the rather jar- 
ring addition of the forward 
pass - this visit has taken them 
to rugby union clubs as far afield 
as Barnstaple and Dublin as 
well as to league hotbeds like 
Hull. Widnes and, by way of a 
grand finale yesterday, Wigan. 

Tbe youngsters who have 
run around a playing field with 
Jason Robinson have done the 
same with Lawrence DaflagUo. 

Following an acrimonious 
split from the South African 
Rugby League, Southern gets do 
support from that source - at 
though be had what he describes 
as an encouraging meeting yes- 
terday with the League here. 


Nor does he have any formal 
links with rugby union, either in 
South Africa or beyond. “We 
spoke to them some time ago 
about what we were doing, but 

they seemed to want to grab the 

goods without putting anything 
m," be says. “We’re happier be- 
ing independent." 

Southern rdies instead for his 
finance on non-governmental 


ft has been an eyeKjpening »■ : 
perience. “I have enjoyed it very 
much," said 10-year-oUI 
Sambeswe Majote.from Cape 
Tbwn. “I liked Oxford the beil 
The kids were very friendly." ~ v 
The party, with the-poffifofc^. 
exception of aJiftie girl wbo rah - 
into a crush barrier, also enjoyed 
their time at Central Park. where 
they received a warm welc ome , 
and were pnt through their paces 


This trip has been paid for by the 
communication giants, Erics- 
son, but it has seen them earn ac- 
ceptance in both codes of rugby. 

“IVe been really pleased with 
the way people have fallen into 
line with us,” he said. “Even real 
league people in Hull who 
though at first that it was a bit of 
a circus, finished up by being re- 
ally impressed with it It’s not 
abom pushing the kids in any one 
direction; it’s about giving them 
a chance.” 

The children, aged 10 to 13, 
are drawn from the 40$00 who 
play the hybrid game in five of 
South Africa’s provinces. For the 


ludsy ones selected for the trip, rules they play under. 

. - . __u | --- '—!• — ' * 


Andy Goodway, as weUasptey-* 
eis like Robinson. Mark Baft and 
Danny Moore. • . ' " ’ 

“It’s great that a company as - 
b^asEricssOThas9ventiBsa^>* : 
port," said Robinson. "It's a 
once in a lifetime opportufifty fo = 
travel and make friends. They’-re 
obriousfyveiytalei^aridipc^c ; 
as though they’ve enjoyed them- 
selves - which is the mafotftfflg.” 

As they stood tog^hetin the 
stand for a rendition ofttenew : 
national anthem, 

Sjkelele Afrika,” that efid m- -. 
deed seem far more important. , 
than the precise pedigree pf the / 
rules they play under. • . ' 


Aussies invest to 


[Olympic Games 


OLYMPIC organism in Sydney 
will receive about £1.2 m from 
the Australian government to 
fight drugs at the 2000 Games. 

The majority of the funds 
will be used to strengthen the 
Australian sports drug testing 
laboratory's ability to detect 
the use of banned substances at 
the Olympics, the Australian 
sports minister, Andrew Thom- 
son, announced yesterday. The 
Australian Sports Drug Agency 
will receive about £315,000 in 
1998-99 for additional drug 
testing and education. 

“Later this year, 1 will an- 
nounce further details of a 
comprehensive anti-doping 


Strategy fora drug-free Sydney 
Games," Thomson said. 

A cornerstone of that strate- 
gy will be the Olympic Games 
drug research programme to 
improve the laboratory’s ability 
to detect substances banned by 
the International Olympic Com- 
mittee. The IOC is hoping to 
have adequate procedures in 
place by the Games to test for 
substances, which can only be de- 
tected by blood testing at present. 

The grant, over a three-year 
period, was part of a £13m 
provisional allocation to 
Olympic organisers made in 
yesterday’s federal budget. 
Thomson said the funding 
would depend on the ability of 
the national and New South 
Wales state government. The 


governments have been em- 
broiled in a deepening rift over 
fending, with Thomson refusing 
to deal with the state Olympics 
minister, Michael Knight. 

The Government an- 
nounced it would make the 
provisional allocation between 
1998-1999 and 2000-2001 to 
enable the Sydney Organising; 
Committee for the Olympic 
Games to purchase services for 
the Games. So far the nation- 
al government has committed 
or spent £l55m cm the Games. 
According to the budget, it 
would spciida further £24m on 
the staging of the actual games. 

The government also an- 
nounced a plan to false a fur- 
ther £30ra over four years to 
meet the costs of the games. 
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Bahr heightens girl power 


By Greg Wood 

at York 

SHEIKH MOHAMMED has 
spent 20 years hying to find a 
colt to 'win him the Derby, so it 
would be one of the turfs rich- 
er ironies if he were to finally 
capture the one British Classic 
to have eluded him with a filly. 

That prospect came into 
sharper focus yesterday when 
Bahr, the latest tanned talent 
from the Sheikh’s Godolphin 
operation, won the Musidora 
Stakes, thus increasing the li ke- 
jlihood that Cape Verdi, the 

" ,000 Guineas winner, will go to 

the Derby rather than the Oaks. 

It was a dogged little scrap 
between Bahr and Midnight 


Line, the favourite, up the last 
h^finfcngsoftlKKnavesmirc, 
and at the post Bahr was just a 
neck to the good. 

In the comments of those 
who know her best, however, 
there was a definite air of con- 
fidence that the result would be 
no different over an extra two 
furlongs at Epsom. 

Bahr is now the 3-1 second 
favourite for the Oaks, with 
Midnight Line available at 9-2 
with the Tbte and Cape Verdi 
a 9-4 chance chance with the 
same firm. More si gnifi cant, 
though, is the price of 2-1 with 
a run. which the Tote offers 
against Cape Verdi winning the 
Derby. 

“We’re really delighted with 


Bahr and she wfll definitely go 
to the Oaks,” Simon Oisford, 
Godolphin’s racing manager, 
said. “But they might both go 
to the Oaks. Each horse has to 
be treated as an individual and 
we will have to see how they 
thrive and bloom between now 
and Epsom. 

“It will aD become dearer at 
the end of the month, and we 
may not make a decision until 
30 May [the day on which Cape 
Verdi will need to be supple- 
mented if she is to run in the 
Derby]." 

This does, of course, cause 
problems for both punters and 
bookmakers, since no-one with 
any sense will enter the ante- 
post Derby market until the 


question of Cape Verdi's par- 
ticipation is resolved “If she 
runs, she’ll be 3-1 favourite 
and it will be 10-1 bar,” Mike 
Dillon, of Ladbrokes, said. 
“These are big races, but at the 
moment no-one wants to get in- 
volved." 

Frankie Dettori, who rode 
Bahr yesterday, will face a 
dilemma of his own if both Cape 
Verdi and Bahr contest the 
Oaks. “She’s a little thing with 
a big engine and she won weU," 
he said. “I had to go on soon- 
er than 1 wanted and that was 
helping Kieren [Fallon, on Mid- 
night Line] more than me. 

“It will make it a lot easier 
for me if the boss decides to split 
them up. If they both run in the 


Oaks, Til have to scratch my 
head and make the decision as 
late as possible.” 

It is difficult enough to pre- 
dict the winners of races with- 
out trying to second-guess the 
intentions of their owners as 
weDL In view of Godolphin's rel- 
ative gloom about the abilities 
of their colts, however, it seems 
unlikely that an obvious Derby 
candidate mil emerge from 
among them. 

In the absence of her 
stablemate, Bahr would go to 
the Oaks with a favourite’s 
chance. The odds against Cape 
Verdi being installed alongside 
the colts on 6 June (and with 51b 
less on her back, too) are get- 
ting shorter by the day. 



Arrow looks too sharp for Dante opposition 


By Richard Edmondson 

IF THE bookmakers are right, 
the Deity winner will emerge this 
afternoon. The problem is that 
it is not exactly dear which is the 
great hoise as we wipe the egg 
from the corner of our mouths. 

^ A bit of the breakfast could 

Easily stay on the face as sub- 
stantial cases can be made out 
for five of the six contestants in 
today's Dante Stakes on the 
Knaves mire, an encounter 
which promises to be the de- 
finitive Blue Riband pointer. 


Chepstow 


The layers will immediately 
propel the winner to Derby 
favouritism. 

Hie favourite today, in 
Coral's book at least, is a colt 
who made just about the least 
impression of these as a two- 
year-old, Dr Fong. Henry Ce- 
cil’s representative will be easy 
to locate as his chestnut form 
is controlled by a white bridle 
which appears to have been pur- 
chased from the Nigel Tinkler 
car boot sale. It may even be 
that this distinctive shape is the 
first over the line as Dr Fong has 


worked beautifully since ex- 
hibiting great tenacity on bis 
Newmarket seasonal debut On 
Saturday, be trotted 'on to the 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Border Arrow 
(York 3.10) 

NB: Briar’s Delight 
(Perth 7.45) 

lime kilns with another 'Warren 
Place Derby pretender, Capri, 
and gave his galloping com- 
panion a real roasting. 

Pfeter Chapple-Hyam said. 
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V P5FFF0 WUSnWGBUCK(tB)BlMynXXe_HtaaEJJanM 
saooaap BUY MY P1Y (Ifl H W*b 5 X 7 SIMM 

BEnWG:72Haaay(ndWbod,7-1Uii()Cit)A.8-1Bactata4D>TiSrBtaic, 
King 01 ThaBJum, 10-1 Blada OI Fortana, Ste^aCoid Lady, 12-1 othsra 

lAQn l STIRRUP CUP NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (DIV II) £2^00 2m 4f 11 Dyds 

1 U564) FRfflJNE FtSTTWC (15Q N HandaEcnBH 0 Jf AFfafiaoid 

2 TTS31 RBMLABSB*E(1S2)DMcMson6116 RThonttHl 

3 080DP BUCKBOAI»{1QRBna«onaT10 RHasaayO) 

4 -44520 CENTO (iq Iks SVttann 511 0. SMgNsIB 

5 OFPPO DLffMKKSWBJ.(l3) FludcrBU 0 SBunoogh 

G 1-5432 GRAN TURSMO (50) RRows5H 0 — 

7 XI LTDBKSnTGMgB««9 SWymr 

B 2543 MMERrSBU.(48) JKhg7110 A P McCoy 

8 OPOOP NOTHING TD IT (42) C Mata* 7 HO CUewsSyn 

X 0 OAKLAWSW0LF (9) JNauieT 11 0 TOSBonda 

n OOF WNMNG TOWN (R2S) PFSmriSIl 0 Guy Lb* {3} 

BEnWG: 11-fl FMgMAlMnin, 9a GnnTMamoii S-1 Rasta FooMn, 
M LTdsBx, 1(M MhWsBB, W-tCaolo, J5-1 rita* 

I A cnl AN 0 cnY HANDICAP CHASE 
_ ■ J _1 (CLASS D) £5,000 2m 110yds 

1 22042B IBSTBI ODDY (7) (Dl J King 12 B 0 J.Cunsfan(5) 

2 1UP42 HOUYS PTfflEpS) PC Bnx*s 811 H G Etadtoy 

3 U441C AMBLES&3E(22)(CtqMsSW«aDS7TI4 SHcNsW 

4 -1FP2I CASPIAN BBUGA (191) PJSKriBMXIIl GUptai 

5 tZ353F RCMPSP«De(5B)(DJCPb(*anBir0 TDnoonbs 

6 asnPf BE«M)OURnEADlp 5 P)RHx»HXT 10 ( 7 ^JRK*a™tfl 

7 -P3BO FLAMWG MIRACLE (46) (D) GBemeuBXTI — RTtanntB 

8 XPO LUCKY EDOIE (30) (D) P Hata 7 X 7 

9 1P3B1 PUOf GAMES ftlSA) (1?) (DJHlssXXO NWShreson 

Mhamn m/t: IQsL Ton Iwctap **&*■: PW « i2fe 
BETOMB: 4-1 Hofly^Prlds, 5-1 AmhluUs, 6-1 RnbfnsPiMs, Lucky E* 
(is. Way teats, 7-1 Bsynnri ta n ss rh, Rwrin g Htaris, 1M ottws 

K _ oril END OF SEASON OPEN FLAT RACE 
"”l (CLASS H) £1^00 2m 110yds 

1 3-0 AMQHEBAMBO (t4fl) HTtamsn 4 QShnrtdoP) 

2 PFUD BORDSI LIGHT pi) H Mams 5 11 4 ADowfing(7) 

3 U CARRWGTON HOUSE pi) K Blfcy 5 II 4 NWtanm 

4 332 CHEERED NOSE (25) NtafcnOtas 5 fl4_CUSHBl)n 

5 0 EXPRESS CRUSADW (84) J S MOBS 5 H 4 — JUflBSSP) 

6 2 6XR}TWEHBn0V(42} 0 Mddnn 5 ll 4 _R Mssasy (3) 

7 S3 GUU&EGUVW>1«hV1Wsb*B 114 SMy(S] 

8 20 GURU RWPOCHE (ft) R R0Bt6 II 4 JRoM 

8 2 MASTS1 HASTUS (27) Iks S Mtans 5 11 4 : SMe*M 

X 0 WCaYRHAXEDps) OShenwodSn < — JAHcCsrifty 

n 04 PSSN8ULA BOY (H) P Boimo 5 11 4 WUantart 

C 0 CHADWICK BANK (18) GMcCtut 4X13 R Thornton 

X 0 R0SMLD*AM (27) M tolanS XO RRnaM 

14 040 SOUTfSXhBN LAD (42) HR»«b4 X X 

X 432 TWEADS(toCUadO(*5XB J»R»S0(T) 

X 0 YOUNG GENERAL (114) MR(W4XX A P McCoy 

BETTM&7G Good ItasMsiodK 4-1 CtMMNosStS-T Canh^HHonss, 
7-1 NMyRMnsd.S’l MaMrBsstos, W GW Guy. W Mhn 


r -7 - ft gI BRAYBROOK RACING NOV |H!CT 
jf .UP I CHASE £4.000 2m 110yds MM 

1 ■3TS3 *ADERQADp5)(U)MB8HKr0t7«O._, JCDfety 

Z -POOP2 UBLAUGNflN AB8EV (B) J Mtas 8 11 0 TBay 

3 PU52SS PIffiEWOOTPICICBIpJfiJ WcairflO — MrSDsock-CT 

4 44P4P5 TOUCH SJUfEH (22) (0)H Umnots8T1 0 SCwan 

5 -33364 BAWUrosOVfflaW(toJfl*ahWTBX9--IIJotaa» 

6 4006 SUMIIB? VILLA (138) KVArgae B ®9 JRySh 

BETTING: 445 Wta Road. 138 B rt s rtBw riwtaBM W taas d Pfc*- 
«; 25-1 LWaBsMto Abbsyi Sananar vns, 33-1 Tbosh Oust 

r-y o gl GREIG MIDDLETON LADIES MfO 
17.30 1 HUNTER CHASE (£5,000 3m BiOi 

1 1-nUP BLUE CHEEK (19) (D) (HR G Mahon 1? g7 

2 04248 BOXWaii«T»nnP)R^ flB ‘ , -^ VBD ^W 

3 3BBI CADRSIOH p1)UaAlDdn«oJB - E4 — Mn ADerW (7) 

4 me CSITAIN ANGLE « Ifc K Hass 8X4 — tasPCufiagP) 

5 2B212 

6 -ffl-11 MUSH0RA(P24)Sseeaan9fi4 — IKssPHoUrnp) B 

7 121342 srePWUNEFflptJlmrfinS — U sECowbi y(7) 

8 BUM WEU.ARRANGS>(P29RHan«y71l9_lAaFlls4a»P) 
BEmHS loaMta taa.3-1 Bj ua ttssAjM affn » ta5-1 

»1 BomH, HWAn»ssiL2M BoAv MMdl,aMMLfcii. 

| q - S£ -| DELOITTE&TOUCHE NOV HANDICAP 
|8«°g| CHASE (CLASS E) £4,000 2 m 4f 110yds 

1 3WP41 HWiSBARfto CMfcflBBfln X ABMaap) 

2 03JFS2 DUALORBUST® JJ**hs7ll5— — B tariff 

3 2-NO* BW»rai5«X*(53)l*asHKriENB11S -i JC ^ 

4 2SHTO lDSUJM0SM6a**u61I5__- 

5 owe* TWfflJSwWX) M P Bearos a n5 MABygM 

l 234PW BROADW^BQYMMtomntaCflWHGm^ 

J 3X330 THOMAS CROWN (9) DWfans 6X11 ta SDnacK p) 

A HffiHLANDRJUK«ABhd8a»aXB — Etebmdflj 

5 ?££ i^NOBNffl(D)AJYto9X9. JB tag 

J«164a5 SoODHBDV^Wta«Bw*V7X6 JjW 

S MW PB3UBS CROSS PflGlfcCcuftaXO -LHam, 

O633U40 BBLBp3)T_CjSgyTX0^-_ M»taB 


last year, that City' Honours was 
his best horse since Dr Devious, 
but that was in the Pearl & Dean 
interlude before the ooll was pur- 
chased for Sbeikb Mohammed’s 
Godolphin team. There is no 
reason on Royal Lodge form why 
he should beat Tbapot Row and 
stable confidence is some way 
short of sky-high. 

Saratoga Springs has 
skipped round these pastures to 
great effect once already, when 
capturing the Acomb Stakes last 
August. He later won the Rac- 
ing Post Trophy at Doncaster 

YORK 

2.0& BLESSNGINDISGUISEwas 
a model of consistency last season, 
winning five times and finishing 
placed on another six occasions 
(from a total of 17 outings). Mick 
Kinane takes the ride and that in- 
dicates a bold show is expected on 
this Sve -year-old’s seasonal bow. 
□CXI 

135: James Rmshawe’s string has 
been shaming up well this month 
and HEAVENLY RAY can be an- 
other winner Cor the stable. Tils fiL 
ly got off the mark, with comfort. 


and his performance today wfll 
do much to determine whether 
his Irish stablemate King Of 
Kings; the 2,000 Guineas win- 
ner, runs at Epsom. 

BORDER ARROW (nap 
3.10) has already been well sup- 
ported for the most prestigious 
Classic, but by the time he gets 
to Epsom he may have had one 
race too many over an undulat- 
ing course that is not guaranteed 
to accommodate his huge stride. 
In fiact, be won’t wina Doty. But 
he will win a Dante. 

Results, Folkestone, page 26 

HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


a mile maiden at Yarmouth last sea- 
son and this 20 furlongs is expect- 
ed to suit her ideally this campaign. 

QQQ 

3.1<h Bonier Arrow showed plenty 
of class by running into the frame 
in the 2^X)6 Guineas and it will be 
Intriguing to see how he copes 


Savill is the 
new BHB 
chairman 

PETER SAVILL (pictured 
above) yesterday pledged to 
improve racing’s finances af- 
ter becoming chairman of the 
British Hoiseracmg Board 
for the next four years. 

But Savill, a multi- 
miUionatre best known as the 
owner of Celtic Swing, wanted 
the raring industry not to ex- 
pect overnight success. The 
50-year-old Yorks hireman 
was the architect of a finan- 
cial plan which triggered the 
resignation of previous chair- 
man Lord Wakebam. 

Savill, who defeated his 
main rival - banker Sir 
William Puives -said: ‘’The 
absolute focus for me would 
be the improvement of the fi- 
nancial structure of British 
raring and the implementa- 
tion of the financial plan.” 

City diary, page 22 


with this ruining track. Bemy Ce- 
cil has been talking op the prospers 
of Dr Fong during the past week and 

that should be enough to inhibit 
confidence in today’s opposition. 
After yesterday’s victory by Bahr 
here yesterday, however, Godol- 
phin coaid follow op through CITY 
HONOURS. Frankie Dettori's 
mount looks poised to prove him- 
self in auspicious company. 

□□Q 

3.40: RAMOOZ was caught dose 
home at Haydock 11 days ago, hut 
dlf^ UT iwnkft iv* misnrtcp- this time. 


Lingfield 


HYPERION 

225 Mister Aspects 3.00 Feel Free 330 Mister 
Ram bo 4.00 Mister Tricky 430 Refuse lb Lose 
5.05 Blueprint ■ 


GOMG: Turt - Good to Firm; AW - Standard 
STALLS: Tirt- stand# ride; AW - hade except m - outside. 
DRAW ADVANTAO&Onlut htfi 6T to 7f 140yds; Equtaaek. low 
inaprinta < 

•LEADING TRAINERS: GLMoora 84-634 (132K1M Johnston 
82-291 (179*1 R Hannon 46651 (137%). 

•LEADING JOCKEY& A Ctek 71-884 (122*1, J OlAnn 35647 
S4%L W Ryan 31-Wl (182*1 Om OTteB 26-30 (83%). 
•FAVOURITES: 727-2X9 {332%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIKE VmM (SP5). 

lo OK I VIGO CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 2 m (AW) 

I 1 X406 DUNC0NBEHAUa3)9aCCyar597 -AVItatan2 

2 MI13 ISSTraASFBTOiWIPnipFJMJbhnrtonSBT 

^...P RpHisiBV 

3 20-X3 MONACO GOLD (23) DCas0tMeG8X URtaONKS 

4 4C006 COASTGUARDS fdOp® (CO) BPbbcb 5 BHJ lltaaGI 

5 03X58 C«miSIIMCt»mtoMBMfXB7JkMcCWii»ffl7 

6 050-06 CSKAINSUnraSEPto XAWgHkA4B5_PDoi(S)4B 

7 623002 AQUAVTIA(JRQ JSItoora4B3 P P Morphy (3) 3 

BETTING: 46 MWwAipKto, S-TArpmA#, M MookoQoM, 10-1 Cm- 
mb Mae, 12-1 Han, V4-1 DuKoohe HA 194 Caitata 

Swprtn 

an] VBVTYLBMSBKTHD4YLMTEDS7AKES 

|W 1 (CLASS E) £3,750 added 1m 2f (AW) 


r A an I SANTANDER HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 3Y0 6 f 

1 66X0 LEGAL LARK (59) (D) PHa*4ng 97— P«4Eriderr18 

2 03006 ALPEN WOLF (Z7) W IfcA 9 7 MarttaDnpr9 

3 6306 HOPBU.5nR(tolP)MBGN)IWy07MaiHlHOp)T7 

4 0330- MADAME JONES (209) eaF)M A 97 J Stott 15 

5 50034 GAAYWLL(23)SF)IBihtog96 SWUwonhia 

B 000-X HBnyRE PROUD MP9JBany95 P town to* 

7 65004 RAPID RELIANCE (MBlrmn 91 TA tay5 

8 4000- GUTTBIPRWCESSteN B#ny 80 AEddMy(l)ia 

8 06611 MtSTER ROCKY (34) P MncM 9 0 N Day 14 

X 04000 5UOB) DAY BLUES pSf CWM 80 GHtodl 

n 35506 FRANKIE FAIR (IS) M Jervis 8 H PIWtaon2 

X 02350 MUUVS MAGIC (to mKtayBlt 1 JHAttatll V 

X 94600- LITTLE TUMBLH1 (202) 8 WteodmaiBn RtosnehW 

14 -953X CORSEOUI (IBS D0W8II P Dot (5) 12 

6 00600 CnOFTERSEDGEmAJtalBe J> 8— n yto* 

X 50440 MB85mE(to8to#K»8B AMcCatby (3)T3 

17 00060 BABYSPICE(15*MOwmiB8- AMiCtaySO 

fl 00000- DORTON GRANGE (2B7)N BoryaB J Boday (7) 3 

X 08606 MAGICAL DANCER (23) Ms P DuOMd 8 5 JOuhnS 

20 30660 T0M(19) JHflOurtnSI JFE(|m7 

SETONa 6-1 Harn Tta PreuL 7-i Qtoy MA talv IHd* B-l Ata> 
WWL HopaU Sm 10-1 Lagal Lark, 12-1 Sunraar Day Bluaa, FranMe 
Fak; Cornean, 16-1 ottor* 

fT-fl UMA HANDICAP (CLASS C) £7,750 
added 1m (AW) 

1 0-1422 RERISETOU>SEt11)jCD)JBumn4XOJI total (7)9 . 

2 X600 MHN£VBa«C(^(CD)GLM«»BB2 — SMtaedhB 

3 0000(2 RramCK HUDSON (105) Jlfatore 91 toulEddaiylO 

4 2303- MOUNT H0UY (19Q (D) (i!^ K Uahd 4 B 13 _R toaoeft 5 

5 01-10 DIAMOND 0WLLSKA) B9) (CU) Ptokii 3812_A QartlB 


I 1 44010 HCHISAGAglSMt 
2 900839 KAfiL(l7SAJjP1)R 
S 04000- DOUBLE RU9I (154) 

; 4 0340- TUBAL PEACE (227) 
8 04-05 aGNSANDWOMS 


KD) GL Mom 69 11 — WRynl 

Hetar497 41My(3)3 

0)TMkB95 JOoinnB 

D)BGitty695 RFtandi4 

(to(CD) CCy»4 94 — A dart 5 


4 0340- TBBAL PEACE (227) (CD) Butty 6 95 RFtraneOA 

8 04-05 SONS AND WONDERS (to (CD) CC)«r4 94™ACtak6 

8 061 FBLFRS(46|UadHirta0dbn3B3 JFBgmil 

BET7TNG: 94 Ftol Fran, M SWa And Wondaa, 4-1 IWnl Pflaca, 6-1 
IQ CM Saga, 7-1 Kaffl, 12-1 Dcatfa BUsbi 

iA ooI SAN SEBASTIAN NOVICE STAKES 
*^1 (CLASS D) £ 5,000 added 3YO 7f 

1 16 HSTHI RAMBO (2S) B Median 9 4 M1UMI2 

2 0-1 S1ANOTT (D) 1. Clroart 8 4 RFtaahS 

3 B ■ fflNGD«ra(19qPMBWn82 -ACtllAI 

4 B66 , HALFWTCH (USA) p9) D lata 6 18 flfMwrfll 

5 0 YOUNG-UNCS) SDcw812 JFEp»l4 

6 42946 DOOO (10) DBawrtfi 87. NPotaJ(7)6 

7 4- 2ELAH(9B8) B Smart 8 7 — ~JSta*7 

BET7WQ: M SttOflU. 3-1 Rh>8 Dam*; Ht»4«ch, B-1 Mlatot Rarntoo, 
134 Doda, 20-1 RunffANv ZaU 


3 0000(2 RODH«C* HUDSON (ia5)JTbl»6 91 toulEddaiylO 

4 2303- MOUNT HOUY (1B6) (C ; ;: ) K Mahd 4 0 13 — R Ftaccft 5 

5 01-10 DIAMOND DlttLIUSA) (to (riQPUta38e-ACtake 

6 20235 BARBA80K(M (CD) GL Moore 6811 CM*Monfc4 

7 ROB3 DAKZM{totfa(D)lfeiNMBCaUBy3B7PM0Ctato1V 

B 4R30 WITHOUTFRBH)S(to(CO)JFBUvHqia4B4-JFEoaa2 
9 60296 TAXEATUHNtoMOwnon362 AHaday3 

0 21040 GENIUS (8) (CD) S Don 380 PDoap^ll 

11 StBI-3 waCOMEHaOllS(to(C)PF)MFGo*y480J : Noitai7 
ETT1NG: 6-1 Rabna lb Lot*, 6-1 Walcona HBigbta. 7-1 Mom* HoOr 
D tanond DM. Darina, 6-1 MrNmfnind Baihaaon KM <4hM 

f c ' ng l SANTIAGO HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
P- 00 ! £5J)00 added 1m 4f (AW) 

1 0806- GUJI1F0RUM(lto(CDIHtort8niiBHll7B0_FLjncli9 

2 2200 OUCT ARCH (IS) (CD) (BF) W liu 5 X 0 Vffitoaon (B) 1 


— Candy Monks 


2 2200 QWET ARCH (13) (CD) (BF) W fcLa 5 X 0 WOktoaon (5] 1 

3 moo HARUCStpU) GL Moore 4 90 Candy Monk B 

4 46000 VJWINAN(1S(ttoWJan4»49e NPO«artf7)3B 

5 40260 BEHBB THE SCENES ft3) (HF) C Cya*4 92_RPftandi2 

8 06222 Z0RRO(7n RRoMBr4B5 _0Urtta5 

7 0Mt BUS9WtomMHunan09n385PH)-WRtaYV 

8 30663 POLO VENTURE CMS Wm *362 Nfliyf 

9 2005& FASTF0R»l»mm|JStoLMcrtap*rt*77XJ(taii* 
Mlntoum Mlgftc 7n IDO. Dire bandScap tagM: ft« FamrtFntl 7X Tfc 
BET7H» 166 Btaark* 4-1 Zomv M Gta Fvwa; 6-1 OMM Areb, 
10-1 Hntt, Bafetafl Ria Scanaa, Pnto' Vaataa*, BM otara 


HYPERION 

6.15 The Mickletonlan 6A5 Stan’s Your Man 7.15 
Swing West 7.45 Briar's Deflgm 8.15 Priddy Fair 
8A5 Latohford 

GOING: Good (Good to Firm In places). 

•LEADING TRADERS: Mrs M TSenetoy 22% (330%Jk M Ham- 
mond 20-104 (B2*L G Rfctiarda 19-82 (232%). 

•LEADING JOCKEYS: P Mmd 24-81 (296*1 A Dofabkl «67 
(21S%X R Gonltty 13-60 (21.7%) B Storey 13-T& ps%). 
•FAVOURITES: 149-371 (402%^ 

LONG DBXANCE RUNffitS: Damlanna Choke |B*4 Etap Cern- 
lMnd(B<tok Satog Waat (TTS) end Sy i dey ma n i taeil (Bto h— 
bean aert 4C mles. 

BLWXSiED FMSTTWE: Ttadier (vlaoratt EXfc BlBlkfvet 

(713); toyoaaebtes Pto- 

le ' Te l HIGHLAND PARK 12 Y O. E^ffXU 
SINGLE MALT MAIDEN HOI 
HUFDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 2m4f 110yds 

1 P6323 BASNCHOFTftoDBataBnSL— DDMffiy 

2 1F-P95 BOWUICJSCOuklirf(toDMcfiiifl7115^DJlto«V 


t 4CK 

2 2B002 

3 46P 

4 

5 

6 0346 

7 0 

8 

9 










1 P6323 

2 JHW 

3 - 000 

4 264-43 

5 PO 

6 64850 

7 2£fi 

8 2500 

9 00505 
X -40233 

11 63064 

12 03 

13 000 
HPtoPi 
B 0 




aOWJM£C(XiOTKY(toaMtfrt^ 

CHARLIE (TOR (t« JDDdd»5H 5 Mr LTampto (f) 

— DByma 

1 5 fl 5 -M Foster 

LWjer 

BJtrCBrerarto 

_SMaAoH (7) V 

=3sa 

-ADobbte 

5 P Atari 

7 H 0 D Pattar 


added 

1 BFDPF 

2 TOM 

3 964935 

4 B40 3 u«i 

5 214322 BWJUTS 

6 932232 PARIAH (14) 

7 44S4J LED0SIW 

8 -3SF4 CH 

8 OS41IOO TH 
X 05444 MOVAC (155 

lUnnnjpfitloa 
BETTING: M Brir 
7-1 WaaAcMoa, , 


I'nyi ,ir rL pp 







First show 


York— 2.0S 


York— 3.10 


HdcatoStep 

CmwHMrt 

DnMOnr 


C H 
H-2 116 
H M . 
06 M 


amaquMrteotaptaii.i 


38-1 2S-1 31-1 33-1 


Nude 9-1 XI 1 M 8-1 8-1 


GKfaa«equtanod*pltMUa4 
C- COM) H-«* 1 I 1 *L- Udbriek S- BtatetT.TM 



_ • TiZlT* 




GROSVENOR CASINO LEEDS SPRINT 


C4 














£ 




sx 


30SI 





£ 





















THE independent 

WEDNESDAY 13 MAY 1998 

28 


28/SPORT 














,Msa«aatf<aa**< 


Woodward’s rookies 


Pommie thrashing 




Rugby Union 


Bf Chrfc'Hewetc 

ENGLAND and Australia were 
at sporting loggerheads while 
WG Grace’s dm was still a bris- 
tle-free zone, but seldom can 
there have been so toxic an 
outpouring of competitive bfle 
as that which flooded theTWick- 
enham headquarters of the Rug- 
by Football Union yesterday. 
According to Dick McGruther, 
one of the Wallabies’ most 
prominent o fficials and a grad- 
uate of the Les Patterson school 
of diplomacy, England's 37-man 
squad far this summer’s fbur-Test 
tour of the southern hemisphere 
amounts to the ‘'greatest sdl-out 
since Gallipoli”. 

The chairman of the Aus- 
tralian Rugby Union did not 
stop there. “I think the RFU 
have treated the southern hemi- 


sphere with a degree of- con- 
tempt, but we invite all Aus- 
tralians to come out and witness 
a Pommie thrashing," he splut- 
tered, eager to cement a repu- 
tation as the greatest Aussie 
orator since Meiv Hughes. “Yon 
really have to wonder whether 
this mob is capable of hosting a 
World Cup pool, or why they 
should be rewarded with one.” 

McGruther, whose status as 
an executive member of the In- 
ternational Rugby Board makes 
him one of the most inflnential 
political figures in the union 
game, hurled his toys clean out 
of his pram in response to Eng- 
land’s decision to send no few- 
er than 17 uncapped players 
across the equator later this 
month. If a critical outburst was 
entirely predictable from so 
outspoken a character - Me- 
Gruther took it upon himself to 
stoke the flames of discord 


throughout the recent domes- 
tic peace talks between the 
RFU and its leading profes- 
sional dubs - the level of vitri- 
ol was startling, to say the least 
Should England actually win In 
Brisbane on 6 Jane, they will ex- 


tic apology from the top of 
Twickenham's West Stand. 

Clive Woodward, the Eng- 
land coach, saw the verbal bar- 
rage coming. “ I understand the 
southern hemisphere's point 
of view and I don’t feel great 
about leaving senior players at 
home, especially as all three of 
our tour opponents brought 
strong squads to Britain before 
Christinas,” he admitted- “Bui 
I can put my hand on my heart 

and say that with the possible 
exception of Kyras Bracken, 
none of those players would 
make the Tfcst side on current 
form. If we were playing this 


promised a ‘ 

irtmic buS iaess of the seven-matdi 

rest, recuperation and, in some insult other countries by $L^im!tsix weeks agp.P®^ - pt ^S^^[Jnred his placeid r 

cases, surgery. "You onty had to hgoredplzy&^howevec blg ^ one of the “Franklins may t0 feature' ■ 

see Lawrence playing m last Sat- names involved. ~ pn( . Three” at the centre ® an( j Back, 

urday’seupffi^sethat mdeGl^dftul ^ 0 ^ pus overplay 

he is a shadow of himself, Grayson are, as expected, ex snarked by cbeim- The yVj certain - 

ana tony Underwood are the Wbodward said, “These piayeis cused for pressing fanuly rea- Sj refusal of Keith BarweQ, the ae f^ S ^ nhallence from the - 
most controversial absentees; m^betumingCMdfbrtheircaubs sons, while the absence offour owner to release his em- ■ lo nflrk .. htrtVfoQd^ * 

insisted .fertetjS -^ttungTmfcfomb^ more list t^guto - Rictari 
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5 - ■ ■ - and David Rees - With long- pletesurpnse be^a j ^th World Cup potential. 
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weekend, guys tike Lawrence 
Dallaglio and Martin Johnson 
wouldn’t be on the field." 

Daflaglio, Johnson, Bracken, 
Jason Leonard, Jeremy Guscptt 
and Tbny Underwood are the 


er tooragun while the other four 
are carrying injuries requiring 


England’s 37-strong tour party 


- {for Austral, AfewZeatenrfondSoufr Mba; feevinQ 27 May } . . 
BACKS; T Stti^wn (PtewcastteX •* Pwty * H«sitojr (Letoo*- 
teb. M Moor® (Sssa),' N. Beat (Northampton), T Bohn (Sale); 5 Brawn 
t nfc tiiiioiKl), D Chapman [Richmond^ S Bavenacroft (Saracens), S Pot- 
tor(LidosatarL J WffMnsori (rteweasSs), J Baxeratell (Sale}, W Green- 
wood (Lfteestef). A King ^WtepsTJ-kawKiy (Bristol), M Dawson 
(Nnn ha npton, capt), S Benton (GtoucestBi), P Hlcftards (London Irish}. 
FORWARDS: DCromfitdtt (Rfcftnoricft W Green (Wasps); DBefi (Sale), 
P vjetery (daoooes®B4 G Rowntme (LalcesorXG Chtitor rSaraceosX 
P Greening (Gloucester), RCbcfcerfll (Udcestss), G Archer (Newcas- 
tle), R FWIer (Gtoucestet), D Grewcock (Saracens).. S Show (Wasps),' 
BStumham (Saracens^L Moody (LatoesawJ. S OJomoh (Gtoucesteri 
B Otaries (Richmond), P Sanderson pate). A Diprose. (Saracens) H 
Back (LstoBster). ■ : 
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possible to select’ a full Lions Stimpson 
SdT of non-touring English- last year's midweek Uons who 
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week is a long time in politics, 
a year is virtually interminable 
in modern-day rugby. 

Matthew Dawson, the 
Northampton scrum-half, leads 
the party in DaUaglio’s ab- 
sence. Woodward could bard- 


hard at full-back and right wing 
respectively while Steve Raven- 
scroft, the Saracens centre, has 

every chance of a cap in midfield. 

By the time the party reach- 
es New Zealand for the main 


O’Sullivan’s 
mix of talent 
and turmoil 


Alleged drug abuse is the latest blot on the reputation of one of ' 
snooker's most colourful players. Guy Hodgson on a volatile career 


RONNIE O’SULUVAN was 
frank. He always is. Delve into 
a history that most would pre- 
fer to remain hidden and he ex- 
poses it with an almost 
evangelical zeal “I was a prat,” 
he said, referring to the time he 
hit a press officer. “Totally out 
of order. I was tike a time 
bomb waiting to go off.” 

A time bomb, no metaphor 
sums up O’Sullivan better. He 
either explodes into effortless 
brilliance on a snooker table, or 
is so careless you want to shake 
responsibility into him. His 
character, too, is a combustible 
mix, either delightful or, on oc- 
casions. booririL You can almost 
hear the ticking. 

Tbday another potential blot 
is poised to land on an already 
besmirched reputation. O'Sul- 
livan is alleged to have failed a 
preliminary drugs test, some- 
thing that will be established 
only if the B sample also shows' 
traces of cannabis. A fine and 
a possible suspension await the 
22 year old if die allegations are 
proved true. 

It is the latest of a length- 
ening line of incidents that has 
dogged a career that has 
lurched from brilliance to con- 
troversy. Cannabis is not a per- 
formance -enhancing drug, but 
its use is against the law of the 
land and is outlawed by the 
World Professional B illiar d and 
Snooker Association. 7b use it 
is to run the risk of detection in 
random tests. To be. in O’Sul- 
livan's words, a prat 

This is not unfamiliar terri- 
tory for O'Sulfivan. His first 
biush with authority was laugh- 
ably childish, being repri- 
manded for throwing a bread 
roll which hit an official at a ju- 
nior event. He was 1 1 then and 
even when he turned profes- 
sional five years later the 
“crimes” were petty assertions 
of rebelliousness; inappropriate 
scruffiness at an official recep- 
tion in Malta, being reported to 
the WPBSA for urinating on a 
wall and using profane lan- 
guage in Plymouth. 

Away from the table, how- 
ever, the signs of inner turmoil 
were more alarming. He 
smashed a neon light demon- 
strating his driving skills in a car 
park and he was banned for 
speeding at 133mph on the M3 
in February 1995. 


All irresponsible, stupid 
even, but causing no harm to 
others.- It was only when he ar- 
rived at The Crucible for the 
Embassy V/brid Championship 
two years ago that the hurt 
spread. He was unforgive ably 
disrespectful to a fellow pro- 
fessional, Alain Robidoux, 
when he began playing with his 
wrong hand in the first round, 
saying: “I can play better left- 
handed than he can right-” 

’typically, he was later filled 
with remorse. “It wasn’t me say- 
ing those things," he said and 
he probably felt it was not the 
real Ronnie either who at- 
tacked press officer Michael 
Ganley over what was a trivial 
argument of who should be in 

‘I am easily led, 
but if I do go 
out for a beer 
with my 
friends at least 
I’m in good 
condition to 
recover now’ 

the press room. For that he was 
fined £20,000 and given a two- 
year suspended ban. 

If that paints a picture of a 
brat then personal experience 
woi:ld argue otherwise. Six 
years ago, 1 remember his run- 
ning breathless into Ilford 
Snooker Centre to make a con- 
tribution to an article about the 
sport even though he had ear- 
lier said he could not make the 
appointment. Most sportsmen 
can barely be bothered to an- 
swer the telephone, never mind 
put themselves out for jour- 
nalists. 

Even last month he was 
happy to disrupt his practice at 
the British Open. “Sure, mate. 
Want to do it now?" Then he 
disarmingly revealed that it was 
his mother who had dragged 
some sense into him after the 
Michael Ganley incident. “She 
threw me out of the house," he 
said in mock indignation. 

“She wasn’t happy with my 
attitude. 1 became lazy and fat 
and couldn’t be bothered to do 
anything. She did it because she 


knew I couldn't back ft. I was 
back in two weeks and told her 
there would be a new me. She 
told me: ‘Don’t just say it, do if .” 

People who know him bet- 
ter say the impression you get 
depends on O’Sullivan’s mood. 
Sometimes he can be sullen and 
difficult, but there are mitigat- 
ing reasons. The family ties 
pull strongly within him, which 
makes hjs dislocated adoles- 
cence more of a personal 
tragedy. 

It was his father, also chris- 
tened Ronald, who was the 
biggest influence on the young 
O’Sullivan, buying him his first 
snooker table at eight and tak- 
ing him to the local Essex dub 
where, initially, he was given a 
30-point start. Within six 
months the prodigy was giving 
adults points and thoroughly 
thrashing them. 

He was a talented footballer, 
too. At 13 he was offered a tri- 
al with Tottenham Hotspur, 
but declined to concentrate on 
a sport where he was rapidly be- 
coming a phenomenon. At 10 
he made his first century break; 
at 12 he won his first pro-am; 
at 15 years 97 days he became 
the youngest player to compile 
a 147-break in competition; at 
16 he won 74 of his first 76 pro- 
fessional matches in the Black- 
pool qualifying school 

It was at Blackpool just as 
his career was taking off, that 
the seeds of his problems were 
sown. His father, regarded in 
snooker circles as a rough dia- 
mond with a generous spirit and 
wallet, was the one person who 
could always keep young Ron- 
nie in tine and on the day fol- 
lowing his qualification for the 
World Championship, O’Sulli- 
van Snr was gjven a life sentence 
for murder. 

Suddenly, the main prop in 
the youngster’s life had been re- 
moved and it was with some 
wonder that everyone watched 
him progress, seemingly un- 
touched, winning his first rank- 
ing tournament, the UK 
Championship, in 1993. Inside, 
however, the doubts, the ten- 
sion, the pressure borne of 
overwhelming expectation, 
were swirling malevolently. 

When his mother, Maria, 
who had taken over the fami- 
ly's pornography business, was 
also jailed for seven months for 



do battle . 

Richmond duo of Spence?; ^ 
Brown and Dominfc Chapman, Jg 
and al prop. Woodward is seri- 
ousfyetmeerned about the front 
row situation and witiigood r»- ^ 
son; as the two rookks, Dmicah ~ : 
Bell and Darren CtomptoBe^ 
■will quicldy discover, a^Wtiod^ ' . 
mg” in New Zealand tends. to 
involve real blood. ^ . 

Eriksson ;; 
and Nicol 
pull out t 

of tour ■' 

SCOTLAND’S tour to Fiji and ^ r.. 
Australia suffered more setbacto • 
yesterday when, the London:';;-. 
Scottish centre, RbnnfeExftssoq; ; 
and Bath’s captain, Andy Nicoh 
were forced to withdraw foam tbr- -.I 
35-man squad. ■ 4 . •; ; r" 

Nicol became the ninth ptey- ri - . 
er to make his apologies after suf- L V - 
fering a torn hamstring white v v 
pfaym g for hs dob against New-' ° ‘ 
castle last night. Hours earlier,; 
Eriksson had become the ejghthgwi- 
because of ligament damage ttrr 
a finger which requires surgery. ; 
Howeven he wifl continue to play 
for his dub in their twoAegphry^ ^ ' * 
off against Bristol as the Exiles: - .v 
try to secure promotion to Eng^ . ; - 
land’s top flight His tour place ’ . :. 
goes to Jamie Mayer^Uhfcsom-' ; ; 
ans* dynamic young centre. . . 

Eriksson’s withdrawal leaves: r * 
un even greater hole in tesmsoT ■ :7 < 
experience, with iim Jardme' 
the ohly recognised centre in the . 
squad with more tbadpne cap - - 
to his name. Wth Alan T hit, ■ 
Gary Armstrong, Doddie Weir.;, 
and Tt^Staa^makhg tbanh- ~ 
selves unavailable; , and Peter'. 
Walton, .George Graham and 
Cra^ChahnOTlDg^ , 

of Nicol is another major blow; 

The Kelso captafo, Awdam 
Roxburgh,' and the Heriot’s ^ 
FP*s foil-back, Hugh Gflmcnir, dT; 
have been instructed not to ^> ? 
play mtiieft dubs’ ThanentsPre- 
miership play-off decider on ^ 
Saturday to avoid jeopardising • 
their places on the eight-match 
tour, with the squad scheduled 
to leave on Monday. " 

• The South African Rugby 
Football Union accepted the 
resignation of its. president,'; 
Louis Luyt, yesterday and fe- " 
solved to apologise to President 
Nelson Mandela for dragging 
him into court in March. Sarfo 
plans to meet the black-led : 
National Sports Council today' 
to seek a reversal of the NSC’s 
call for an international boycott 
of the Springboks. ' 


Ronnie O’Sullivan: Reputation for being brilliant and controversial in equal measure 


tax irregularities, and, as the rel- 
ative of a celebrity, received in- 
timidatory treatment from the 
inmates of Holloway, some- 
thing snapped. His behaviour 
plummeted as “inddents” es- 
calated. Potting balls seemed 
unimportant and be talked of 
giving up the game, an aston- 
ishing sentiment for someone 
still in his teens. 

It was only when his moth- 
er was released and evicted 
him from the family home 
that he came away from the 


abyss, losing three stones and 
undergoing a strenuous fit- 
ness regjme. “I am easily led," 
he said, “but if I do go out for 
a beer with my friends at least 
I'm. in good condition to re- 
cover now.” 

The evidence was strong. 
O'Suliivan won four titles last 
season and rose from seventh 
to third in the worid rankings. 
A typically fitful appearance in 
the World Championship semi- 
finals a fortnight ago where he 
lost to the eventual winner. 


John Higgins, also suggested 
that he was a moving down the 
path towards the full flowering 
of his talent. Erratically, but 
moving none the less. 

Now that progress is threat- 
ened by these latest allegations. 
If proved true, the least O'Sul- 
livan can expect is a hefty fine 
and the docking of ranking 
points although the WPBSA, 
given his past record, will also 
have to consider a suspen- 
sion. Yet again, O'Sullivan is 
in need of guidance, cither 


Photograph: Emplcs 


from his manager, Ian Doyle, 
or from his parents. 

“I still keep in touch with my 
father,” O’Sullivan said re- 
cently, “he.can stfll find ways to 
give me a kick up the backside 
over the phone.” 

No matter whether the al- 
legations are true, you can 
guarantee contact will have 
been made this week between 
Leicester Prison and the play- 
er’s home in Essex. 

. It is to be hoped frank words 

were exchanged there, too. 


New plea to lift TV controls 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

1,000 

number of square me: 
bes of turf which Win be 
roc ^ e d in ihe Manchester 
Wted museum when the’ 
OW Trafforti pifch fe dug ip 
In® summer. Two-tfwrfs of 
foe pitch is being givea : 

away none metresquaras- 
to fans on a first-come fist- 
served basis, whie the re-” 
gaining l£ 00 m will be 
auctioned off for charity i 
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Cricket 


By Myles Hodgson 


LORD’S officials yesterday re- 
inforced their warning that crick- 
et’s future as England’s premier 
summer sport is under threat if 
the Government refuses to take 
home 'fost matches off the list of 
protected broadcast events. 

All England’s home Tests 
are on a list including the Wim- 
bledon tennis finals, the FA 
Cup final, the Deity, die Grand 
National and the Olympics, for 
which live coverage outside most 
available on terrestrial television. 


At the launch of tbe England 
and Whies Cricket Board’s first 
cricket report al Edgbaston 
yesterday, the chairman. Lord 
MacLaurin, and the chief ex- 
ecutive, Tim Lamb, again 
warned about the difficult future 
cricket may face unless they 
have the opportunity to nego- 
tiate in an open market place. 

The ECB, which showed an 
annual revenue of £65m in the 
report, says that impkanartn^; its 
rational development plan lo im- 
prove facilities, coaching and 
opportunities within the sport 
would cost about £3Q0m. 

It argues that about 40 per 


cent of cricket's income is from 
television revenue and unless it 
has an opportunity to increase 
that income, cricket could suf- 
fer in competition with other 
summer sports like rugby 
league, tennis and athletics. 

The topic is being assessed 
by an advisory committee, who 
have recommended that crick- 
et is removed from the list, be- 
fore the Heritage Secretary, 
Chris Smith, gives his final de- 
rision later this month. 

The ECB’s joint deal with 
the BBC and Sky for home Test 
matches, was worth about £60m 
over the past four years. 


Action on fighters’ weights 


Boxing 


BRITISH baring is to go wcighi- 
walching in the latest attempt to 
forther improve its already strict 
medical standards. Following 
Spencer Oliver’s tll-faied contest 
against Sergei Devakov, the 
Board of Control now intends to 
send officials into gymnasiums 
on a regular basis to monitor the 
poundage of all fighters. 

Oliver’s camp insist that the 
blood clot sustained by Barnet’s 
defending champion in the Eu- 
ropean super-bantamweight ti- 
tle fight at the Royal Albert Hall 


10 days ago could not be attrib- 
uted to the demands of weight- 
making. 

But the Board secretary, 
John Morris, still believes it is 
time to act and make certain 
that fighters are not short-cut- 
ting their battle with the scales, 
thus increasing the dangers of 
dehydration and with it a 
greater risk of brain injury. 

When the Board's medical 
systems were overhauled after the 
death of Bradley Stone, the 
monitoring of boxers' weights was 
tobe earned out ona random ba- 
as. The operation will now be- 
come a more concentrated one. 


Kulukund is funds French trip 


By Mike Rawbottom 


UNLESS you happen to be a 
Daley Thompson or a Denise 
Lewis, being a multi-event ath- 
lete is a thankless occupation. 
Along with pole vauiters and 
shot putters, decothlctes and 
hcptaihleies have always been 
right down the pecking order in 
terms of resources and prestige. 

But more than 50 of Britain's 
second-class athletic citizens, 
are currently preparing forthe 
trip of a lifetime. And it won’t 
cost them a penny. 


Tbe weekend after next, a 
noted patron of the sport, the 

“agnate Sir 
Eddie Kulukundis, has decided 

toputonaUitlebashforihem 

4 lL He ^ hired the Fournier 
aadmm at Arles irt the so uth of 

France for a two-day meel ■ 
wfaKh will offer a warm-weath- 
er venue for competitors who 
wouid otherwise be thinking ft, 
it-rms °f5xiures at Stoke. He*. 

hamorChester-lenStreeL 
Like marathon nmnets, muk 
^entera can expect S Z; 

duce only a couple of deLt 
performances in a year and this 
unexpected windfall wfll provide 


ideal preparation for the 
coming European Cup. 

Among those'-whb'wi 
advantage of the trip 
which all cravei and accc 
Nation expenses wfll be 

are Nick Buckfield. . 

Whitlock and Du’AineL 
who is due toconmete m 1 

decathlon. 

Kulukundis, a forme 


— jMwrauu niiii m 

actress Susan Hampsk 
cepts that this project i 
quixotic, more exotic” t 
he has ever attempted. 4 
°°st? “Well, over 20,” 
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t 0 ” Chelsea wait for Zola and worry over pitch 




fid 


Football 


By Phil Shaw 

m Stockholm 
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a threadbare, rutted 

pitch, with more undulations 
than a Page Three girl, has su- 
perseded Gianfranco Zola’s 
groin injury as Chelsea’s chief 
concern ahead of tonight's Eu- 
ropean Cup-Winners’ Cup final 
against VfB Stuttgart in the Ra- 
sunda Stadium. 

Gianluca Vialli the Chelsea 
t player-manager, was optimistic 
that his compatriot will be fit to 
partner him. But his playeis were 
dearly taken aback by their first 


sight of the playing surface. 
Franck Leboeuf, who recognis- 
es baldness when he sees it, ex- 
pressed tlw tape that ft woukl not 
predude Chelsea's “sexy foot- 
ball”, while Mark Hughes spoke 
eloquently of the need to “tart it 
up a bit” with a heavy roller. 

Vialli was forewarned when 
Patrick Vieira, the Arsenal mid- 
fielder, complained after 
France’s match with Sweden 
here last month that he was glad 
he had played for only 20 min- 
utes. Vieira likened conditions 
to the lunar landscape that is 
West Ham’s Upton Park. 

Nevertheless, Zola’s unex- 
pectedly swift recovery, aided by 


a masseur in Rimini, means that 
Vialli should be able to field the 
line up he wants as Chelsea 
strive to secure the second tro- 
phy of his three-month reign. 
Graeme Le Saint (calf strain) is . 
the only other doubt. 

It is 27 years since the Cup- 
Winners’ Cup last found its way 
to Stamford Bridge, after victory 
over Real Madrid in Athens. 
Whether or not V ialli is aware 
how close they came to the old 
Third Division in the interim is 
unknown, but be was right when 
he said: ‘A lot of things have 
happened since then." 

Now, however, Chelsea stand 
on the brink of England's first 


claimed the same prize four 
years ago. “We’Ve had an excel- 
lent season,” Vialli said. “It’s up 
to us to make it extraordinary.” 

Chelsea will certainly have 
the advantage in vocal support. 
Upwards of 12JXJ0 fans haweftfl- 
lowed them over, compared 
with an anticipated 4,000 from 
Stuttgart. Yet they would be Hi 
advised to interpret the dispar- 
ity as an indication of a lack of 
desire in the German side. 

Both dubs finished fourth in 
their domestic championship 
and each rely heavily on the 
overseas influence. Indeed, the 
rival squads contain players of 


20 different nationalities. 
Stuttgart, like Chelsea, are bet- 
ter going forward than defend- 
ing and in Fredi Bobic, the 
German international, they too 
have a striker who has shrugged 
off a serious-looldng injury. 

The similarities even extend 
to boardroom level. Stuttgart’s 
president, Gerhard Mayer-Vor- 
felder, has scats* of Ken Bates’ 
idiosyncrasies. In a manner not 
unlike the Chelsea chairman, 
who hoist Ruud Gullit by his own 
PR, he has warned his coach, 
Joachim Low, that he may be on 
his way unless their first Euro- 
pean silverware is forthcoming. 

Although Chelsea were in- 


volved m only three draws in 38 
Premiership fixtures, the histo- 
ry of such occasions points to a 
tense, low-scoring affair. If the 
game goes to extra time, it 
could be settled by a “golden 
goal”. Otherwise, it is down to 
the lottery of penalties. 

The onus is on the creative 
players to produce the spark 
that could prevent stalemate. 
Stuttgart will look to Krasrimir 
Balakov, the volatile Bulgarian 
playmaker who was voted the 
Bundesliga’s “most valuable 
player” by readers of Kicker 
magazine. 

Chelsea, meanwhile, need 
the Lissom Gustavo Pbyet to live 


up to bis recent form. He 
Uruguayan is a Cup-Winners' 
Cup specialist, having helped 
Real Zaragoza knock them out 
at the semi-final stage three 
years ago before gaining a win- 
ner’s medal against Arsenal in 
Paris. 

In the home leg against Vi- 
cenza last month, Pqyet’s first 

start since he damaged cruciate 

ligaments in October, he scored 
the first goal in Chelsea’s fight- 
back. 

Poyet b well-placed to assess 
the difference between the pre- 
sent, polyglot band and the ’93 
team managed by Glenn Hockfle, 
“Chelsea are better now,” he said. 


“When I was with Zaragoza 
they played like a normal Eng- 
lish team wim a ktf erf long balls 
and a big forward [ftul Ririong]. 

Now ifs ringed a toL There are 

so many foreigners.’’ 

Unless that antitheC; of the 
“big Zola, fails to 

make it, Tbre Andre Flo and 
Mark. Hughes will be on the 
beoch.The'^feteh warrior, 34, has 
not started a match in Europe 
this season, but will probably be 
summoned for what may prove 
his swar. song in Chelsea bine. ■ 

Chetasa (probaUa! 4-443: DoGoavtCterira, 


_ 4-4-2): Do Goey; date, 

LflbosMt £Subeny;LBSBUx; FbBBKu, Dl 
tea Wb* Poyoc Vtefc Zota. 

VIB Stuttgart (prabaWx, 1-2-&3: WoMWrt; 

atov. Rosctmer, Hagnsc Babb. Akpo&orto. 
Rfltareo: S Brnschl 0®W 
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The Celtic 


winner with 


.no respect 


r- 


The Bhoys have the title, but no manager. 
Phil Gordon looks for the reasons 
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FOUR years agp Fergus Mc- 
Cann cut an incongruous figure 
as he stood on the steps of Celtic 
Park’s main entrance and. 
through the pouring Glasgow 
rain, heard his name echo up to 
the skies. With his doth cap and 
mackintosh, it was hard to be- 
lieve that he was indeed a mfl - 
Jionaire white knight 
W Yet the man who studious- 
ly avoids publicity has proved 
that actions speak louder than 
words, rescuing Celtic from the 
brink of bankruptcy and turn- 
ing them into possibly the com- 
mercial success story in British 
football In the interim, how- 
ever, the fanfare for the com- 
mon man has changed its tune. 

On Monday night, on that 
same spot where supporters 
had bailed him, the Celtic chair- 
man found himself condemned. 
The exit of a third manager un- 
der his reign, not to mention 
several top players, meant that 
criticism COuJd no’ longer 6e“ 
stilled: even, just AS hours after 
Celtic had embraced its first 
Scottish title in 10 years. 

McCann will probably be un- 
concerned by that *T am not 
ashamed of my performance,” 

declared after Wim Jansen 
followed Tbmmy Burns and 
Lou Macari into the history 
hooks, as Celtic manager. 

For a dub which took 90 
years to work its way through the 
first four managers, to be search- 
ing for the fourth in just over four 


years seems to hint at a. flaw in 
McCann’s empire. Celtic may be 
worth £8Qm on the stock mar- 
ket, but coaches are apparently 
worth 10-a-penny. It is unlikely 
that Jock Stein, who took Celtic 
to the European Cup in 1967, 
would have lasted 13 months un- 
der McCann, never mind the 13 
years be gave to the dub. 

While the outside world was 
astounded to learn of the un- 
folding events in Glasgow’s east 
end on Monday, it was no sur- 
prise to those closer to home. 
News of Jansen's get-oui clause 
had leaked six weeks ago, and 
it seemed only a matter of 
. “when” rather than “if”. Mc- 
Cann used the press conference 
to belittle Jansen by saying it was 
the Dutchman who was not a 
team player. “Won Jansen con- 
tinually refused to accept re- 
sponsibility : it was always 
someone else's fault?” The 
same accusation could be made 

quite clearly' of McCann. 

Jansen the outrider was too 
detached, Bums the boyhood fan 
was too impassioned. Macari? 
He was simply expendable, as 
McCann sought to bring in his 
own man. Macari was appoint- 
ed by the hated family-run board 
which McCann swept from 
P&jkhead when he took over, 
lasted just three monthsunder 
McCann. He fell foul of the man 
who rules by memo, an instru- 
ment which is anathema to men 
like Macari, Bums or Jansen. 





Poyet supplies 
goal ingredient 


Clive White assesses the Uruguayan who 
can bring European glory to Ghelsea tonight 


Fergus McCann (left) in happier days with Wim Jansen (centre) and Jock Brown . Photograph: Scottish Daily Record 


The former Manchester United 
and Scotland player took Mc- 
Cann to court 

Macari lost his fight three 
months ago, despite a judge 
agreeing that McCann was not 
an easy man to work for and 
faces a legal bill of £400,000. . 
TTieformer Celtic manageris 
not surprised at his successor’s 
fete. T would suggest that Mc- 
Cann look im further than him- 
self in choosing the next 
manager. He can’t stop inter- 
fering,” Macari said. 

Interference is something 
that Tbmmy Burns died not too 
long before he got the bullet last 

May. It was commonly known 
that McCann sought to dose all 
transfer deals, disputing with 
Burns what players' true valua- 
tions were. In one case, a deal 
taking Mike GaDoway to Leices- 


ter Gly was scrapped wh Mc- 
Cann insisted that the £225,000 
fee agreed with his counter- 
part, Mark McGhee, was too 
tow. Galloway instead remained 
at Filbert Street on loan and a 
near-fetal car crash two months 
later ended his career and left 
Odtic without a penny. 

“It is my decision to appoint 
managers,” McCann admitted 
on Monday. “Maybe I get it 
wrong, but we all make mis- 
takes." No question of McCann 
falling on his sword though. No 
need to, either. McCann is due 
to depart in June 1999 to return 
to Canada, or possibly his home 
in the Bahamas, from where he 
emerged in 1994 to rescue the 
dub he supported as a young 
man in Cray, near Glasgow. 
McCann gave himself five years 
to put into his Parkhead project 


after investing £9m four years 
ago to stop the hank from shut- 
ting Celtic and has seen that in- 
vestment soar to £41m. 

But McCann is seemingly im- 
mersed in figures, showing very 
little empathy for the football 
. ride. Enadub which believes it- 
self .to be the people’s chib, to 
the extent that it will have 
50,000 season ticket holders 
next August making it the e^ith 
biggest dub in Europe, that 
has been a costly mistake - not 
financially, but it in the respect 
of the people who championed 
him four years ago. 

Players such as Pierre van 
Hooijdonk. Jorge Cadete and 
Paolo Di Canio all left very 
quickly. AD force cited problems 
with McCann over contracts. 
Jock Brown, a former lawyer, TV 
commentator and brother of 


the Scotland coach Craig Brown, 
was brought in last summer to 
end all of that, by becoming the 
buffer between Celtic's football 
men and its money man. 

Yet Brown's position led to 
conflict, with Jansen claiming 
that their relationship had been 
“very bad from the beginning to,, 
the end”. He wanted to resign 
“after two or three weeks, but 
they didn’t allow me to do it” 

Speaking in Portugal where 
Cel tic played Spotting Lisbon in 
a friendly last night, Jansen 
added: “My ambitions for the 
dub were different from those in 
control” He backed tos assistant, 
Murdo McLeod, to take the 
poisoned chalice. “He would 
canyon the job the way I would 
have liked to have done so.” 

McCann, no doubt, has his 
own ideas. 


WHEN they look back on the they mig 
goals scored by Chelsea this sea- Premier 
son their fans will naturally around 
have a few spectacular ones pieces a 
from the likes of Mark Hughes forays n 
and Gianluca Vialli to savour. Irani 
But should Chelsea triumph in stating 1 
the Cup-Winners’ Cup final, tance v 
none will be remembered with Ferguso 
deeper gratitude than Gustavo Chester i 
Pqyet’s equaliser in the second lost seve 
leg of the semi-final against Vi- RoyKea 
cenza. Without it, Chelsea I ameer 
would almost certainly not be in saidaboi 
Stockholm tonight. Bqyel 

As ftoyet has said 
himself, in all mod- 
esty, it is unlikely that 
Chelsea would have 
found the strength 
and inspiration to re- 
cover from an overall 
two-goal deficit had 
he not scored when 
he dkl 11 minutes be- 
fore the break. It was 
a high-quality finish, Poyet: ‘the Radio’ 
too, which few strik- 
ers, never min d midfielders, time.“TI 
would have been able to execute, English 
the ball flying awkwardly at him balk,” he 
as Pierluigi Brivio parried Gi- weexpec 
anfranco Zola’s shot many fo 

The feet that he was starting style is v 
-and, finishing.- his first game -Midi 

in six months after snapping a mer Live 
cruciate.. ligament in a freak a comm 
training ground accident, made plenty of 
it all the more remarkable. “Un- his time 
til I scored I had hardly touched very pop 
the ball,” said the Uruguayan, chatterei 
who arrived in England from other pb 
Spain last June not being able to the Rat 
speak a word of English. nounced 

His performance against Vi- handed 
cenza was a reminder to with hin 
Chelsea of what they have been draped a 
missing for most of the season, one end 
Not that their goal output has suade hi 
been lacking, but one does Now, 
wonder how many more points what yoi 


they might have garnered in the 
Premiership had Poyet been 
around to lend a hand at set 
pieces and to make those late 
forays into the penalty area. 

Bank Leboeuf was not over- 
stating his team-mate's impor- 
tance when he said: “Alex 
Bsrguson has said that Man- 
chester United would not have 
lost several games this season if 
Roy Keane had been there, and 
I am certain the same could be 
said about Gustavo at Chelsea." 

Poyet is poised for his second 
winners' medal in this 
competition, having 
been a member of 
the Real Zaragoza 
side who beat Arsenal 
in the final three 
years ago. not to 
mention Chelsea in 
the semis. Glenn 
Hodcfle will not thank 
him for his assess- 
e Radio’ ment of his Stamford 
Bridge ride at the 
time. “They played like a normal 
English team - lots of long 
balk,” he said. ‘fit was easier than 
we expected. Now Chelsea have 
many foreign players and our 
style is very different” 

- Michael Robinson, the for- 
mer Liverpool striker who is now 
a commentator in Spain, saw 
plenty of the 29-year-old during 
his time at Zaragoza. “He was 
very popular there, a compulsive 
chatterer,” Robinson said. “The 
other players used to call him 
The Radio’. When it was an- 
nounced be was leaving, the fans 
handed in petitions pleading 
with him not to go and even 
draped a giant No 11 shirt over 
one end of the ground to per- 
suade him to change his mind.” 

Now, David Mellor, that is 
what you call a Radio Star. 
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Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Tnmpe Bay 4 Ctaw- 
tand Z. Baltimore 4 Mnrunota 0; Tfaxss 8 
Boston 2r, Kansas City at NY Wfcoes 
ipostponadj. 

Eastern DMskxi 


Boston 

BaMmora 

WHO 

TsrvpaBwr 

Central DMsfaxt 

Ctisvetaml 


w 

L 

Pet 

GB 

Bt 

7 

m 

.- 

24 

12 

867 

Tm 

e 

17 

328 

Ta 

16 

20 

444 

Kri- 

e 

20. 

429 

ll 

20 

16 

356 

- 

■w 

20 

412 

5 

14 

22 

389 

B 

.14 

22 

369 

e 

10 

22 

■3tf 

8 

23 

13 

338 
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T9 
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543 

3<b 

18 

« 
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■e 

20 
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Boxing 

Scott Wefctrfe Euopean title bout 
with AxaJ Schulz has been post- 
poned for a second ttne after the Ger- 
man heavyweight spit a bor»ln_hte 

ribhttfunb h sparring, forcing him out 
rf the contest In Leipzig on 30 May. 
Watoft, fiwn Brighton, had to ufthdaw 
from the original slot of 28 February 
(n Dortmundbecause of beck troubla 


AON TROPHtt Ttw Owls Surrey 2SS tar 7 
(J D RBfcfffB 83. J A Knott 57} Es»a 233-8 
IA J E S9t Surrey wan by two ran*. 

Tteinjon: Gfamorgan 285 tor 2 (6 P Buttw . 
BS, AW Bars 83, M J Fmoi 67no) Samor- 
KK 283 (J I D Kbit SB. R TreCman 55, O T 
PsMn Gtamacgan won by two ram. 


Ice hockey 

■ NHL PtoyoflB second round (beat of nwt: 
Eastern Conference: Ottawa 4 WfesNngten 3 


amnasota 14 22 389 ■ 

Kansas CBy .14 22 369 * 

pgtrelt « 22 3tf 8 

Western OMsoo 

Texas ■ 28 13 £38 - 

Anahsfea * fo 543 3 1 - 

SeaUte 18 * 300 8 

Oridand 15 20 429 To 

NATIONAL LEAGUE: Aflanta 8 CkvkvHtil; 
pnsijiroh 3 Colorado 2; St Lois 7 Mwa*- 
Sltt 5Horid B2; San JXgQQ 2 NY 

rSBi:CMoaooCub84Ariznna2:SanRrBn- 
7 2; PMsdsWiia B L» Anos- 

»2 


Cricket 

FIRST-CLASS MATCH . 

Oxfortv Worcestershire. 

Second day cf Burnt 

THE PARKS: Oxford [Mvoraflyi wM) tan 
-fireHnntoga wtekate standng, am 148 
rtaor behind WomawaMm. 
tttvasfiforsMiB won torn 
WORCESTERSHIRE: First tanteB* 


(OwrifoK 238 for 3) 

D A LeuDawdaie not out 134 

A Hafeoz not out 39 

Extras (bl toft w6, nb4) 17 

Tbtal (for 3 dac, 87.4 award) 310 

Did Not Bat S R LarndH S W K EEs, A 
ShsrtyeilO J P|P9 l M J J Ch*p- 


wm:.o 


quants 27 

MV 180,8 ® 

PtiOMtOa ■ * 

UaWiaal O 

Ftori* 13 

Cenosl DMalon 

0*980 Cubs- 20 

St Louis .■* 

Cirt*** 51 * 

pStW# ^ 

WMiamKiMon 

SffWsB® » 

SenFrandSCO -21 

LoftAngsles * 

Color** 0 

Arizona 8 


11 J7H - 
S 345 6 1 - 

17 34. r.. 

23 381 13 

23 342 . -14 


O 339 

16 543 S 1 ! 

17 541 3 I « 

17 3M 4!a 
0 4*6 y» 

20 A5B B 1 *- 


BmW Merthef 18-451-1 : WwvjM -77- 
1: Bymoi SWMfrO: Lightfoot 7-0330: Gap- 
tendtl-056-l 

OXFORD UNIVERSTTY - Rest Intrinss 

D R Lockhart tow b HWc- » 

JT Parker c LaraM b .11 

N-Q PHii c Leatherdale b Rawnstoy — m 

BW Byrne n« out — 89 

C QR UgWfom c Pipa.b f tewratey D 

•JAG FuJtan cSotanta b Ramsey — -2 
JAOBughfontowbSauMtey^ tt 

Bdra s QrttoA rt g- y 


Mb 354, W 5-14L 6-MS, 7- 


13 549 - 

17 553 3*11 

» <486 8 

21 W A 
28 ze 18 


To Bat SKhan. DP Mathec 

Bowfing: Shoriyar B^- 7 - 0 : OwjWWlJ-l- 

Tl-O: Lampttt h -5-13-0; 

Rawrakv 293-7-72-5; rtck7-3-t>1:Soten- 
W 10-4-25-1 

UmpbasjM J Ktehen and KJ Lyons. 


Football . . 

Bolton Wbndarefls, retagated from the 
FYamtership on Sunday; have released 
tour players. Chris Favdoudh. who 
missed most of flw season ater suf- 
fering oudate knee Igamert damaoe, 
and John Sheridan' both leave under 
the Bosnian ruing. Bolton have .also 
decided not to retain loan signings 
John Saiako and Swfes-bom striker 
Gaetano GiaBanza. 

Scottish First Divisfan fflle^vimers 
Dundee were yesterday affidaty grant 
ed enfrv Ho the inaugural Scottish Rb- 
mterehSfi The anticipated decision 
foiows Essarances by the Dens ftrfc 
dub that they haweset in motion plans 
to meet gromd criteria ftyKPOOdeat 
capacity stadums. This confirms the 
Scottish Premier Division’s bottom 
ada, Ubemian, are mtegntod 
K&namock, of the Scottish Pramier Di- 
vision, have aoeed a newtwoyear 
deal with detencter Dylan Wart 

SUSPBIS10NS: un eira* ElL PMfc(Qa»fon) 
(Fist Ovbcti ptoiKJtf iwnvSnri aocond kgL 
Thres RHcteE P Moody QUaoi} (SscmdS 

vision pbydis unslna second leg, poedte 
find tift one or ten matehas next s«aaon);S 
Dana pj*JDMsfcnssirWrtlS0axxJ 

geoBOt Usd ItadwcG awstn (CaosaDn 
tnwP^i MUMH MsBCondbppoaaaBfr 
nantoormrreidineassasar}. . 
a*GLANDUNDS«1SQUAD(IbacMtni»- 
osniert,Rinosi1423llw) s Oh n onssn(1toT- 


ObSbs l EOnoreon 0 [oQ p-i^ 

Rugby League 
Male Bel bout of Wgarfe team to play 
at LaedS anFMay nfiba rib Irpiy He 
wtt bereplacod on lha wing by Lee 
Gftmur, with Darryl Cardss or Jon 
Ctarke coming on to the bench. 

Rugby Union 

Tin Stimpson, NswcasUeS dbaffect- 
ed. Lions Tud-teck, is expected to an- 
nounce a move to Leicester later thb 

WUUUi 

David Sims, the 28-yeardd England 
A lock, wffl captakr aoucsster next 
season. A veteran of 22S senior ap- 
pearances, he led his dub between 
September 1995 and May 1907 before 

handng ihe reina to Pete Gtenvie last 


SOME USEFUL PHRASES 
FOR TONIGHT 


\ Wer aH die pies 9 


Sailing 

The leaders in the WhHtxead Round 
the Worid Race, Grant Dalton in Mar- 
it Cifo and Paul Standbridge ki Tb8fti- 
ba, codd not be separated on the 
computer yesterday In tarn® of db- 
tance to Ins finish. 

. BrBdrfe Damian R»alwWhRaichman 


Sidney Gavignel moved to iMid |^ace 
in the Figaro Transatlantic Race with 
500 mtestottw finish to St Barts. LeaJ- 
hg the 23-boat fleet are Whitbread \tet- 


erans and partners Domnc Wfeweand 
MfohaBe Parat 


Um uaft Rogers (HoRm 


-rrpi ■ Ml 


Mfohefle Partt. 

Snooker 

Wbrfd chanritan Jdm Nogins wi meet 
Jmny White hlhesarrMrab oft® Dr 
Martens Premier Snooker LeacM. In tie 
ether [pmq. Ken Doherty the w world 



2 : In Europa gibt es nur eine Mannschaft. 


3 X ) s ’ n ^ t n ' c ^ me hr. 


Wir sehen, daH Ihr Euch rausschleichst. 


Goff 

FOUNDATION WTHWATlONAL SCHOOLS 


Football 


Street nvmUe: Dwham » Eswt 

Gtoucea»ast*evl^»itmhfrSouBnrep- 

ttStevsSflh rtwvrKtrt 
V Ltondte tonfs; HUOasex vScmer^ 
eel Morttaraptnn: Mjrthaffrto^ra v 
ItxkaMra iltiei Brtdtoe: Nattnaharnshre v 


TEAM CHAMPIONSHIP (SmlngcWe): 
SacendioandcooreK 440 South Mrtea 
(DeiMfo Coteai. Rsndbaq) G BatoaTB n 
W Botte 73 7S T van AmsgBn 78 78: 447 
AiiBtralb (St ftoidtS Cdege, New Soutii 
VMet) S.CtiBd 78 AABmanI758& ATbnt 
78 7K 440 England (KtiiifrorthSc>l)CQJB> 
aoiCSQBkOHomri 7&RLogue8975:45D 
MwZHteml (Auckland Grammar) B Hw- 
Cn7770, PBaty 77 14, SOabcme 7775:465 
BaiKte{Uics»BalB^'8xJDuw)RPrifcM 
78 8& C m 85 7B, A Mode 78 73; 4» 

75, J PMMCSM" 80 75, T Johansson 80 85; 
474 Ganmre (HemBRi BQ6a Bteman} J wn 
Ertten 82 7A P Drswas 80 77, K Rend 82 
75; Irefond (Dunganxxr, Wfetertoni) A Haty 
7581 0M0triBsay828&MSnantihan 7*75; 


wriqiwgEFOonr^x^g 


SECONDLY' 

Northampton W » ” 


OTHER RRSfCUSS MATCH QaW 
aCtn^AnMrK CamMdge lAwemty 
vGbiaoigiii 

SECOND » CHAMPIONSHIP m fry 
of and; CtatactoRfcfssex ySoucw- 
tenhira. nuoton: Somnaet * Ncrtwrep- 


-ruiAD DM8ION __ 
n^»ater 109 v n 


tonsHm. Tire Oval:' Surrey y tsset 
BtadfortlSforicArarejah MjAahra v Nc*- 


BradfordjPvIcAmvja}: ' 

tinahamahra. 


S«H«y & vScwborough ffl — --rr 

SSHBSKS5SBBWE 

SasRasassr-' 


Rugfay.League 

a.MDM^08H)lltfyyfrfoton(7^ 


Speedway 

Sweden^ Prtar Karbson wiB replace 
t« tiind Sebastian Ubmek of Pobnd 
■nhe first grand prtx of the season to 
Prague; Czech FtepiiJc, on 

Tennis 


7582.0M0ffbsay82KM 
475 SeoHreitf free COfott 


Cotega Troon) N Lock- 

b 83 7BL G R»er 35 75i GMcKMayK K; 
VMre pteaOta Wwhmti CHocfga*79 
8aRfWsx*787&ABrakXh817^SatlM- 
laod {GyiinadanHagBua The Hsme) E 
M3dZ 9084, Jasper Qipjc 88 90 Juaufiis 
89 8^337 Hong Kong (HbngKInftnBinB- 
ticnai. Hii 1W9.E Nanwar 80 7« S Ouhn 


IWlsfon: Luton 
•Cricket 


Speedway 

Hire lEMBOb Kbgtii Lynn v Eastixwme 
ffABb Ppgte v Oxford (Z3^ 
PRBtiRt£flOIECUP: Hd « Stolte (234 



'\ Ihr seid nicht sehr gut und das wifit Ihr. 




byrDorbyshhev 


KlUffiTawsSM; Royal Windsor Hors* 
Show(toT7 > KhyJ. 


1CB96. R "bang 9* 8$. kxMidutesooracm 
J S*or> (Eng| 69 eft 141 A Roran MtoJ 75 
6B;i46Waahap^373;i47DHtreo(Enfl 


GBmAHHOMBfSOPBtmerQnhSeey 
oral roond: S Cade (US) btF U (Gi n ) 3-4 
8A” L Dava^Mrt (US) b( H ifogyovalsto- 
vak) A34-68-1;L R»mand (LSI fat J fcaev 
(ter (GaO 6^ 8^; MSaxjtsaa (US) bt ■ 
J Wdr (Go) 88 84{ A &be (Seri bt R 
MoQufrR (Aus} 6-1 M 7-8; C Marariu 01S) 
bt R Goode (It) *4 8* B Pates Uufl bt 
C Hubfci (US) fr4 B-Z. B ScheH (Aut) KA 
Mer(t^64B-2;Slntod(P)btN2iwe- 
m (Belarus) 4-« &4 7-& 


Good luck lads from the official sponsors of Chelsea F.C. 
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Healed Anderton set to win World Cup pl ace 


Football 


By Glenn Moore 


THE gnarled old veteran who 
always made the most of his tal- 
ent bit the dust The lazy genius, 
who may now never fulfil his, 
went too. So did a dutch of in- 
ternational innocents, a novice 
and a former golden boy. 

So read the casualty list as 
Glenn Hoddle began culling his 
World Cup hopefuls yesterday. 
The dreamers are down to 30, 
leaving another eight to be 
axed before Hoddle names his 
final 22 in 20 days’ time. 

The seven who can now 
start p lannin g their summer 
holidays are Stuart Pearce, re- 
jected after 76 caps; Matt Le 
Tissier, discarded despite a hat- 


trick for the B t eam last month; 
the uncapped bio of Ray Par- 
lour, Do mini c Matteo and 
Kevin Pressman; Andy Cole; 
and Nick Barmby, the man 
who scored En glan d’s first goal 
under Hoddle. 

“Sicknote”, however, did 
make it Indeed, to judge from 
Hod die’s enthusiastic com- 
ments about him, Darren An- 
derton, who has visited Eileen 
Drewery, Hoddle’s faith heal- 
er mentor during his three 
years of injury problems, is 
likely to make the final cut as 
weVL “Darren's a talented play-. 
ct," said Hoddle. “He plays with 
his bead up. plays first-time 
football. In international foot- 
ball you've got to have vision 
and this lad has.” 

Hoddle then implicitly criti- 


cised Tferry Venables for playing 
Anderton in Euro’96 when, 
Hcxifle said, “he needed to have 
rested. He was overloaded in the 
amount of games he had, al- 
though that was Thrry’s dedsion. 

T wanted to give him the 
best possible chance to get fit 
and Tm pleased he has. He’s go- 
ing to get better and better and 
we've got some football still up 
our sleeve to allow him to do 
that He’s having to play with- 
in himself a bit at the moment 
but that will stop when he gets 
used to a match tempo and his 
confidence back. Hopefully, his 
best form will come in the com- 
ing weeks.” 

Anderton, Ian Wright, Les 
Ferdinand, Jamie Redknapp 
and Paul Gascoigne will all 
have to prove their fitness in 


Shearer sails 


clear of 


FA sanction 


By Mark Burton 


ALAN SHEARER breathed a 
sigh of relief yesterday after a 
Football Association commis- 
sion found him not guilty of de- 
liberately kicking Leicester 
City’s Neil Lennon in the face. 

A case that became curiously 
complex reached a predictable 
conclusion after influential fig- 
ures, including the alleged vic- 
tim himself and the chief 
executive of the Professional 
Footballers’ Association, Gor- 
don Taylor, formed a queue to 
give evidence on the England 
captain’s behalf. Even Gary 
Lineker, football's original Mr 
Clean and a Leicester City sup- 
porter, offered to speak for his 
successor as England’s most 
effective striker. 

A three-man commission de- 
rided after the personal hearing 
that the player himself request- 
ed that the incident was pro- 
voked by a “genuine attempt to 
free himself” by Shearer. 

fa a statement, the FA said: 
“Gordon Taylor represented 
Alan Shearer and NeQ Lennon 
was called as a witness in his de- 
fence. Statements were also 
beard from referee Martin Bo- 
denhara and assistant referee 
Alan Kaye. The Lhree man FA 
commission of Geoff Thompson 
FA vice-chair, Barry Bright and 
Ian Stott beard the case and 
found it not proven. 

“In reaching its decision the 


commission accepted that the m- 
ddent was initially caused by Neil 
Lennon pulling at the shirt of 
Alan Shearer turning round and 
trapping his l$g. The commission 
further accepted that the alleged 
incident of Alan Shearer swing- 
ing out with hs left leg was a gen- 
uine attempt to free hims elf.” 

Shearer, who had pro- 
daimed his innocence all along, 
was delighted to have cleared 
his name and looked forward to 
Saturday's Cup final for New- 
castle against Arsenal and the 
countdown to the World Cup, 
which starts next Monday. 

“I would like to thank the 
PFA for representing me and 
Neil Lennon for giving evi- 
dence on my behalf." he raid af- 
ter the case. “I spoke to Gordon 
Tfcyior about this matter for the 
first time after last Sunday’s 
game at Blackburn and was con- 
vinced that with his sense of in- 
tegrity and fairness, he was the 
right man to put my case. 

“I am pleased to put the 
record straight and in doing so 
dear my name. I was always 
confident that I would!” 

Such confidence was not 
universal in the immediate af- 
termath of the incident during 
Newcastle’s Premiership match 
against Leicester at Filbert 
Street on 29 April. 

First, the replaying of video 
footage of the incident on tele- 
vision generated mixed opinions 
over whether there was any in- 
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ACROSS 

I Notes on chart-busting in- 
ternal airway (7) 

5 Pipe in the inner ear (7) 

9 Feeble shovellers, for ex- 
ample, bankrupts? (4-5) 

10 Pansy member of the 
string section (5) 

II School report taken in (5) 

12 Piece of battery chicken? 

( 9 ) 

14 Gift ideal for the tense 
<7J) 

17 Most senior sailors held, 
falsely, to be well settled 
(3-11) , 

21 Pieces laid out for ten 
diners in mess? (6*3) 

23 Damage from parking in 
ground (5) 


24 Minister to decipher 
runes (5) 

25 One allowed to turn up 
volume in a quiet work- 
place (9) 

26 Tb carouse, I am placed in 
duty-list (7) 

27 Arrangement of gaxden- 
tent extension (7) 

DOWN 

1 Does he issue bank state- 
ments? (6) 

2 Currently, one gives read- 
mg5(7) 

3 Pleasure-seekers of dis- 
honest disposition (9) 

4 Keys not normally given 
to these fiats (1 1) 

5 Head of choice, outsize 
lettuce (3) 

6 Vera’s wiki parties (5) 


7 Odd in centre of special 
treat for kids? (4-3) 

8 Spare punts outside need 
these covers (8) 

13 Pbefla — but an unusual sort 
that is bitter (11) 

15 Unaffected by working in 
the underground? (9) 

16 Capital sort of umvetsity 
teacher, taken in by misan- 
thrope (8) 

18 Old pennies rained, perhaps, 
over one? (7) 

19 Excitement of Emma’s first 
proposal (7) 

20 Turned leg can produce such 
a took (6) 

22 Result of uniform tempera- 
ture (5) 

25 House god could be left on 
board (3) 
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and be did some wonderful 
things. Then, around about the 
60 -minute mark, it didn’t hap- 


England’s final warm-ups, tbs 
home friendly with Saudi Ara- 
bia on 23 May and the 
Casablanca double-header 
against Morocco and Belgium 
four and sis days later. 

The most surprising omis- 
sion is that of Le Tissier, a Hod- 
dle favourite who looked to 
have played himself back into 
contention against Rissia B. His 


subsequent failure even to be 
considered in the 30 would ap- 
pear to justify Chris Sutton’s re- 
fusal to play in a B match, but 
Hoddle countered that by 
pointing to Paul Mersou’s pro- 
motion after such a game. 

He then said of Le Tissier: 
“He was very dose but he has 
not quite done enough. I saw 
him [against Spurs] on Sunday 


on a ioi ui mi ui ep - — 

him last 90 minutes, to produce 
what he can. ThaFs something 
Darren has over him.” 

Thus did Hoddle, a man 
whose own international career 
was blighted by the continual 
criticism of his work-rate, con- 
sign Le Tissier’s international 
career to history after just eight 
appearances, only one of which 
lasted 90 minutes. At 29 Le 
Tissier is unlikely either to 
Tpatrp the next Worid Cup or 
change his game and lifestyle. 

Hoddle’s criticism does not 
quite square with Le Tissier. 
scoring twice and hitting the post 

— * — » - - 1 - ?«■- — -f — nKMilr ITirc. 


nor the uumberof late goals he 
scares for Southampton- How- 
ever, he has also been regular- 
ly substituted by his dub. this 

^ason and Hoddfe said, he lacks 
Anderton’s ability to play in a var 

riety of positions as well as his 
natural fitness. Since the same 
critirisms could also be made of 
Gascoigne, Hoddle dearly de- 
ckled there was room for only 
one enigma in the party. - 
Anderton’s re-emergence 
^icn spelt the end for Parlour 
who, like Matteo and Cole, 
was hindered by missing 
planned appearances through 
injury. Cole, who scored 25 
goals this season, said: “I don’t 
know what more I could have 
done. Fd be tying if I didn’t say 
that my form over the course 


of the season didn’t warrant an ... y 
inclusion but that is not ay - ■-- - 
decision.’’ '■ 


late return to form, came too-; 
late. Pearce, with Gasco§ne%; 
only current England. pfejBf. ; 
with World Cup e^erienqq, 
had read the runes. - r 
“WhenlwasleftoutniFe^* 

niaiyhetoldmehewasTsraxnBii- 

about my injury situation”- 
Pearce said. “I knew then d#.; 
he'd given up on me. I was in the 
last squad, but basicaPy anyoge . 
who was fit and could possft^tyx 
be available was. It didn’t awfc' 
as any surprise to be teftroutof- 1 
this one. Tm extremely disapr . 
pointed but I was expecting it” 
Chelsea’s mission, page 29 
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MANCHESTER UNITED are ; 


tent on Shearer's part when his 
boot hit Lennon's face; then, 
other players began to relate 
what they claimed were exam- 
ples of the England centre- 
forward straying beyond 
acceptable levels of physical 
contact daring their teems’ 
matches against Newcastle. 

Shearer has such a high, 
dean-cut reputation, underlined 
by two Newcastle directors aF 
JegedlyrefaTingtohimas K Mary 
Foppins”, that there was talk of 
a witch-hunt to undermine him, 
and the case was seen by some 
merely as a question of whether 
the FA would dare to act against 
an England captain. Tb them, 
consideration of the evidence 
hardly seemed to matter. 

.However,, a guilty verdict 
looked unlikely once Glenn 
Hoddle had expressed strong 
support for Shearer and the 
England coach also made a 
plea for the case to be settled 
before his captain became in- 
volved in final preparations for 
the World Cup finals in France. 

Lennon disagreed with the 
FAs decision to bring a case 
against Shearer and Leicester 
Gty also wanted the matter to be 
dropped. Lennon also thought 
the match referee should have 
taken action against Shearer at 
the time. Had Bodenham cho- 
sen even to speak to Lennon and 
Shearer after they had tangled, 
the protracted FA case would 

probably DOt hare taken place. 


ing the Argentinian . striker *; 
Gabriel Batistuta. “Ba£gd” lias 
spent the last seven years with " 


terday. “Gabriel now. wants to" I 
leave and nobody will make him 
change mind. There are a lot . - ; 


of people interested,! 
Planna, Real Madrid 
Chester United.” 
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Burnley player-manager 
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In the dear: Alan Shearer (left) prepares for Saturday's FA Cup final with his Newcastle team-mate Philippe Albert at 
Maiden Castle on the day he was found not guilty of ddfoeratety kicking Leicester^ Neil Lennon Phoco^aph: Allsport 


Chris ’Waddle has parted com- - - -v" 
pany with the Second Division ^ . 
dub by “mutual consetiit”. Old- .' ' r 
ham have appointedt Andy - - 
Ritchie as their new manager, . / . 
while Keith Stevens is to teke 
up the reins at MfllwaD after 16 :j . i 
years with the. dub as a player. J 

Next Wednesday's >Euro- 
pean Cap final between Ju- . J’ 
ventus and Real Madrid could 
be moved fixnn -Amsterdain .. : .- 

becausel^allimitson noise will 
prevent extra flights arovisg and 
leaving from the dty*s airport. 

The Ducdimmistiyof trans- 
port said yesterday if could not 
change the law to allow the ad- 
ditional flights. The Juventus. . . . . 
team flight and around 160 ■■■j 
charter flights -for supporters ... ... 
have also been refixsed permis- 
sion to land. <#j i : 

En^antfs Worid Cup group — 
rivabCbkmdramayharetotrav-; - 
el to France. witiiout Carlos 
Wdenama. He owes the Firendi • - 
authorities nearly £20,000 in ua- 
paid tax datingfrom his two sea- ' 
sons with Montpdiier in the . 
1980s. 


Newcastle find form 
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By Simon Turnbull 


KENNY DALGLISH was on 
form yesterday. So was Sir John 
HaH At Newcastle United's FA 
Cup final open day, the contrast 
between manager and chairman 
was predictably blade and white. 

Up in the St James' Suiteat 
St James' Park, across the cor- 
ridor from the trophy cabinet 
that time has forgotten, Dalglish 
was playing it tight- fa the ab- 
sence of any dues to his likely 
Wembley line-up, someone 
asked if he would be naming his 
team early. “Maybe half a one,” 
came the reply. 

What then, did he think of 
facing the country’s form team 
in the final? “We’re the form 
team,” Dalglish said. “Arsenal 
have lost their last two games; 
we’ve won one and lost one.” 

The mask of inscrutability 
gave way to a smirk or two, al- 
though the Newcastle manag- 
er was not amused when 


At that stage of the after- 
noon, the big story was looking 
like “Dalglish sees no relevance 
in being happy,” which might 
have struck a chard with the 
fanzine writer in attendance. His 
report of Newcastle’s recent 
match against Wimbledon read: 
ZZZZZZZZ. Half-time 0-0. 
777.77777. Full-time 04). 

Ws were woken from our col- 
lective St James' Suite slumber 
when the bold Sir John arrived, 
minus a charger but suitably 
charged with Wembley fever. 

“The bookies have made 
Arsenal favourites." he said, 
"but never ever underestimate 
this dub. We've got our histo- 
ry and tradition in the FA Cup 
and we’re fighters.” 

fa the past two months, of 
course, they have had to be 
fighters. Sir John was obliged to 
interrupt his retirement to re- 
pair the damage done by the 
Galiowgate tapes recorded by 
the News of the World. He 


py with his life in the North-east. 
“1 don’t sec the relevance of that 
question,” Dalglish said, search- 
ing for a bidden meaning. 


herd as chairman of Newcastle 
United, the football club, until 
the end of the season, but may 
be willing to extend his return 


- should Newcastle United, the 
pic, request him to do so. - 

Asked whether he would be 
willing to stay on. Sir John 
replied; “I don’t know yet; ' 
Maybe. I would prefer not to be 
in charge. I never wanted to 
come back. But there was a void 
in the chib that had to be filled. 
The dub needed a period of sta- 
bility. I think it still does need 
a bit more. 

“It’s the business part we’re 
got to look at I think the foot- 
ball side is coating right Ken- 
ny will get it right as he always 
has done." 

If Kenny gets it right on Sat- 
urday, one notable sporting 
double will have been dashed. 
Another, though, would still be 
possible. Newcastle Falcons will 
win rugby union’s Allied Dun- 
bar Premiership on Sunday if 
they beat Harlequins at The 
Stoop. Sir John, the Falcons’ 
chairman, will be there. 

But if bis Magpies plunder 
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however, he might miss the FA 
Cup parade planned for Sunday 
night All flights from Heathrow 
to Newcastle are fully booked. 


Silence over O’Sullivan drug allegations 


Snookei 


By Guy Hodgson 


RONNIE O'SULLIVAN was at 
the centre of another impending 
vxttwctby last night when it w® 

alleged he had failed a drugs lest 

The silence, in true diplomatic 
fashion, was deafening 

Neither his manager, Ian 
Doyle, nor the governing body, 
the Wforld Professional Billiards 
and Snooker Association, would 
comment on reports alleging the 


22-year-old UK champion had 
tested positive for cannabis dur- 
ing an invitation event in Ireland 
in March which he won. Instead 
O’Sullivan must wait until a sec- 
ond sample is tested by Sports 
Council offiaals today in London. 
Doyle referred the matter to 

his Glasgow-based solicitor, 
Jerry Sinclair. “There is a set 
procedure which has to be fol- 
lowed by WPBSA,” Sinclair 
said, “Part of that procedure in- 
volves a second test." 

O’Sullivan faces at least a 


four-figure fine if h prtjves pos- 
itive and he is later disciplined 
by the governing body. 

There is also the question of 
previous misdemeanours, the 
most serious of which was an as- 


< ■ 

1996 World Champio nshi ps in 
Sheffield, He was fined £20.000 
and had a two-year ban sus- 
pended for two years and, even 
though the allegation this time 
is of a different nature, it falls 
within that period. 

Snooker** troubled talern; page 28 


Save on home Insurance hi mlnutes - 

Just give us a call and you could save up to £50 a year with 
Affiance & Leicester's buildings and contents Insurance.. .. 

Well give you an instant quote. Instant discounts, even 
Instant cover. 
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